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Ques: Which country will host the IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings in October
20267

A) India

B) Thailand
C) USA

D) Japan

E) Germany

Answer: B) Thailand
Explanation:

 Thailand will host the IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings in October 2026.

» The meetings will be held from 12—-18 October 2026 in Bangkok.

» The venue will be Queen Sirikit National Convention Center.

» Thailand is hosting the meetings after a gap of 35 years.

» The country last hosted the Annual Meetings in 1991.

» Theme of the 2026 meetings is “Thailand's New Horizons: Empowering People,
Building Resilience”.

Static Part:
* IMF Full Form — International Monetary Fund
» World Bank — International financial institution providing loans and grants

* IMF Headquarters — Washington, D.C., USA
» World Bank Headquarters — Washington, D.C., USA
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Recent News Headlines Related to Summits / conference

* India has invited members for the BRICS Foreign Ministers' Meeting to be held
in May 2026.

e The Bharat Innovates Deep-Tech Pre Summit was held at IT Bombay.

* Narendra Modi is set to visit France to attend the G7 Summit scheduled from
June 15 to 17.

* Hyderabad hosted the World Buddhist Peace Conference 2026, bringing
together delegates from over 20 countries.

e The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC-14) of the World Trade Organization was
held in Yaoundé, Cameroon.

e Union Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar inaugurated the International
Conference on Carbon Markets — ‘Prakriti 2026’ and the Indian Carbon Market
Portal at the Bharat Electricity Summit 2026 in New Delhi.

e The International Rail Coach Expo 2026 was inaugurated at the Integral Coach
Factory premises in Chennai.

* Mobile World Congress 2026 was held at Fira Barcelona Gran Via in Barcelona,
Spain. The theme of the event was “The IQ Era.”
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Ques: What is the main objective of bank account portability proposed by RBI?

A) Increase bank interest rates

B) Allow multiple accounts in one bank

C) Switch banks without changing account number
D) Remove KYC requirements

E) Stop digital payments

Answer: C) Switch banks without changing account number
Explanation:

» The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is developing a bank account portability system.

* It will allow customers to switch banks without changing their account number.

» The system is part of the Payments Vision 2028 initiative.

* It is similar to Mobile Number Portability (MNP).

» The service is also referred to as “Payments Switching Service”.

* It will enable seamless transfer of standing instructions like EMIs, SIPs and salary
credits.

* The aim is to enhance customer convenience, competition and efficiency in banking.
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Recent News Headlines Related to RBI

* RBI has capped loans for purchase of shares and other eligible securities at ¥1
crore per borrower across the banking system.

* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has capped banks' nhet open positions in the
rupee at $100 million at the end of each business day.

* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was established on April 1, 1935 under the RBI
Act, 1934 based on the recommendations of the Hilton Young Commission.

* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated the use of Legal Entity Identifier
(LEI) and Unique Transaction Identifier (UTI) for financial market transactions.

» The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in consultation with the Government of India,
has set the WMA limit at ¥2,50,000 crore for the first half of FY 2026-27 (April-
September 2026).

* Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the ‘Payments Vision 2028’, outlining
a 3-year roadmap for strengthening the digital payments ecosystem.

* The Reserve Bank of India approved the budget for FY 2026-27. It also
approved the Medium-Term Strategy Framework “Utkarsh 3.0” for 2026-2029.

Exam Genius l' Exam Genius "% /' Exam Genius Official ' Exam Genius Exam Genius


https://examgenius.in/
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://www.youtube.com/@Exam_Genius
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==
https://www.facebook.com/Exam.Genius.0

No.1 PLATFORM FOR GOVT. EXAMS

\ UPSC | SSC | BANKING | RAILWAY visit

WWw.examgenius.in

Ques: How many transactions were recorded by Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) in March 20267?

A) 22.64 billion
B) 21.50 billion
C) 20.39 billion
D) 23.10 billion
E) 24.00 billion

Answer: A) 22.64 billion
Explanation:

» Unified Payments Interface (UPI) recorded 22.64 billion transactions in March 2026.
* In February 2026, UPI transactions stood at 20.39 billion.

 The total transaction value in March 2026 was ¥29.53 lakh crore.

* In February 2026, the transaction value was ¥26.84 lakh crore.

* UPI is a real-time payment system that allows instant transfer of money between
bank accounts using mobile phones.

* It was developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and
launched in 2016.

Static Part:
* UPI Launched — 2016
» Developed By — NPCI (National Payments Corporation of India)

* Regulator — Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
» Type — Real-time Payment System
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Ques: The RBI's Supervisory Data Quality Index (sDQI) covers how many
Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs)?

A) 72
B) 79
C) 83
D) 87
E) 92

Answer: D) 87
Explanation:

» The RBI's Supervisory Data Quality Index (sDQI) improved to 90.9 in the December
2025 quarter.

* It was 90.7 in the July—September 2025 quarter, showing steady improvement.

» The sDQI covers 87 Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs).

» The index evaluates data quality based on accuracy, timeliness, completeness and
consistency.

* It includes key returns related to asset quality, risk-based supervision and liquidity.

» The index also assesses compliance with RBI's Master Direction on Filing of
Supervisory Returns, 2024.

Static Part:
» sDQI Full Form — Supervisory Data Quality Index

» Launched by — Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
* Number of SCBs Covered — 87

Exam Genius | | Exam Genius Official Exam Genius


https://examgenius.in/
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://www.youtube.com/@Exam_Genius
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==
https://www.facebook.com/Exam.Genius.0

No.1 PLATFORM FOR GOVT. EXAMS

\ UPSC | SSC | BANKING | RAILWAY visit

WWw.examgenius.in

Ques: Which of the following insurers has been designated as a Domestic
Systemically Important Insurer (D-SIl) by IRDAI for FY 2025-26?

A) LIC

B) New India Assurance Company Ltd
C) GIC Re

D) All of the above

E) None of the above

Answer: D) All of the above
Explanation:

» The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has
designated LIC, New India Assurance Company Ltd, and GIC Re as Domestic
Systemically Important Insurers (D-SlIs) for FY 2025-26.

» The list remains unchanged from the previous financial year.

» D-SllIs are insurers whose size, market importance, and global interconnectedness
make them critical to the financial system.

* Their failure could lead to significant disruption in the economy.

» Separately, IRDAI has directed insurers offering digital products to self-assess
compliance with guidelines on prevention of dark patterns.

» These guidelines were issued by the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA).
* Insurers must submit compliance status within 15 days.

» Dark patterns refer to misleading UI/UX designs that manipulate users into
unintended actions.

Static Part | :

» IRDAI Established — 1999
» Headquarters — Hyderabad

Exam Genius e Exam Genius | Exam Genius Official Exam Genius



https://examgenius.in/
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://www.youtube.com/@Exam_Genius
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==
https://www.facebook.com/Exam.Genius.0

No.1 PLATFORM FOR GOVT. EXAMS

\ UPSC | SSC | BANKING | RAILWAY visit

WWw.examgenius.in

* Regulator — Insurance sector in India

* LIC — Life Insurance Corporation of India

» GIC Re — General Insurance Corporation of India (Reinsurer)
* CCPA - Central Consumer Protection Authority
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Ques: Recently, Min Aung Hlaing has been elected as the President of which
country?

A) Thailand
B) Vietham
C) Myanmar
D) Laos

E) Cambodia

Answer: C) Myanmar
Explanation:

* Min Aung Hlaing has been elected as the President of Myanmar.

* He secured 429 out of 584 votes in the Parliament.

» He is a former military chief.

* He led the 2021 military coup, overthrowing the elected government of Aung San
Suu Kyi.

» The election was conducted by military-aligned lawmakers, raising concerns over
democracy.

* He is expected to be sworn in next week.

Static Part:

» Country — Myanmar

» Capital — Naypyidaw

» Currency — Kyat

» Official Language — Burmese
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Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President:

* Prime Minister of Mongolia : Uchral Nyam-Osor

» youngest Prime Minister of Nepal : Balendra Shah (Balen)

* Prime Minister of Nepal : Balendra Shah, popularly known as “Balen”
e Supreme Leader of Iran : Mojtaba Hosseini Khamenei

* President of Peru : Jose Maria Balcazar

* Prime Minister of the Netherlands : Rob Arnoldus Adrianus Jetten

» 8th Prime Minister of Barbados : Mia Mottley

e Prime Minister of Thailand : Anutin Charnvirakul

* Prime Minister of Bangladesh : Tarique Rahman, chairman of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)

e Prime Minister of Yemen : Yemen’s Foreign Minister Shaya Mohsen Zindani
(replaced Salem bin Breik)

e President of Uganda : Yoweri Museveni
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Ques: Who has taken additional charge as Chairman and Managing Director
(CMD) of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)?

A) Amarendu Prakash
B) Krishna Kumar Singh
C) T.V. Narendran

D) Soma Mondal

E) Seshagiri Rao

Answer: B) Krishna Kumar Singh

Explanation:

» Krishna Kumar Singh has taken additional charge as Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL).

» He succeeded Amarendu Prakash, who resigned effective from April 1, 2026.

» The additional charge will be held for 3 months or until a new CMD is appointed,
whichever is earlier.

» SAIL is India’s largest government-owned steel producer and a Maharatna PSU.

Static Part:

» Company — Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)
» Founded — 1954

» Headquarters — New Delhi

* Type — Maharatna PSU
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Recent Appointment in different departments :

e Chanchal Kumar : Secretary in the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
(1&B)

e Vir Vikram Yadav : Director General of the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)

e Abhishek Singh : Director General of the National Testing Agency (NTA)
* William Walsh, popularly known as Willie Walsh : CEO of IndiGo

e Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti : Chairperson of the National Commission for Backward
Classes (NCBC) (succeeded Hansraj Gangaram Ahir)

e Matt Brittin : Director-General of BBC (Replaced Tim Davie)

 Kiran Mani who is the former CEO of JioStar : Managing Director for Asia-
Pacific (APAC) of OpenAl

« Arun Mammen : re-elected as the Chairman of the Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers' Association (ATMA)
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Ques: Bharti Airtel has become the world’s _ largest telecom operator by
mobile subscriber base, according to GSMA Intelligence.

A) 1st
B) 2nd
C) 3rd
D) 4th
E) 5th

Answer: B) 2nd
Explanation:

» Bharti Airtel has crossed 650 million customers globally.

* It has become the 2nd largest telecom operator in the world by mobile subscriber
base, according to GSMA Intelligence.

 Globally, Airtel ranks just behind China Mobile.

» The company operates across India and Africa.

* Airtel has over 368 million mobile users in India.

* In Africa, it serves over 179 million users across 14 countries.

« Airtel has also announced its entry into the NBFC (Non-Banking Financial Company)
space.

» The company has diversified into satellite communications through Eutelsat
OneWeb.

Static Part | :

« Company — Bharti Airtel

e Founded — 1995

* Founder — Sunil Bharti Mittal

» Headquarters — New Delhi, India

» Sector — Telecommunications

 NBFC Full Form — Non-Banking Financial Company
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Ques: Under the India—Australia ECTA, Australia has extended preferential
market access across what percentage of its tariff lines for Indian goods?

A) 70%
B) 80%
C) 90%
D) 95%
E) 100%

Answer: E) 100%

Explanation:

» The India—Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) completed
four years since its signing on April 2, 2022.

* Total bilateral trade reached USD 24.1 billion in 2024-25, with exports growing by
8% over the previous year.

* India’s exports to Australia more than doubled from USD 4 billion (2020-21) to USD
8.5 billion (2024-25).

* Australia has extended access across 100% of its tariff lines for Indian goods.

* India has offered concessions on over 70% of tariff lines, covering more than 90% of
trade value.

» Nearly all Indian exports to Australia will attract zero duty from January 1, 2026.

» Key export sectors include textiles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and agricultural
products.

* A Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) on organic products was signed in
September 2025 to ease trade.

» On the import side, ECTA facilitates access to metals, raw cotton, fertilisers and
pulses.

Static Part | :
* ECTA Full Form — Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement

 Signed — April 2, 2022
» Came into force — December 29, 2022
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 Australia Capital — Canberra
* Prime Minister — Anthony Albanese
» Currency — Australian Dollar
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Ques: Who has become the most capped overseas player in the history of the
Indian Premier League (IPL)?

A) Kieron Pollard
B) AB de Villiers
C) Chris Gayle
D) David Warner
E) Sunil Narine

Answer: E) Sunil Narine
Explanation:

» West Indies player Sunil Narine became the most capped overseas player in IPL
history.

» He surpassed Kieron Pollard, who had played 189 matches.

 Sunil Narine has played 190 IPL matches, all for Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR).

» The milestone was achieved at Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai, against Mumbai
Indians.

 Sunil Narine began his IPL career in 2012 after being signed by KKR for ¥3.4 crore.
Top Overseas Players with Most IPL Matches:

» Sunil Narine — 190 matches — Kolkata Knight Riders

* Kieron Pollard — 189 matches — Mumbai Indians

» AB de Villiers — 184 matches — Royal Challengers Bangalore & Delhi Capitals

Static Part:
e |IPL Started — 2008
» Governing Body — BCCI

e Format — T20 Cricket
» Teams — Franchise-based teams
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Recent News headlines related to Sports

* India’s Abhay Singh has been hamed the Men’s Player of the Year 2025 by the
Asian Squash Federation (ASF).

» Japan’s Satomi Watanabe won the ASF Women’s Player of the Year award.

* Sheetal Devi from Jammu and Kashmir was named “Para Archer of the Year
2025” by the World Archery Federation.

« Jannik Sinner won the Miami Open 2026 Men’s Singles title by defeating Jiri
Lehecka 6-4, 6-4 in the final.

e Aryna Sabalenka clinched her second consecutive Miami Open title by
defeating Coco Gauff in the final.

* Kimi Antonelli of Mercedes clinched victory at the Japanese Grand Prix held at
Suzuka.

* The International Olympic Committee approved a new policy titled ‘Protection
of the Female (Women’s) Category in Olympic Sport’.

e Virat Kohli became the first batter in Indian Premier League history to cross
4,000 runs in run chases.
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Ques: Project Chetak, recently seen in news, is associated with which
organization?

A) NHAI

B) BRO

C) DRDO

D) Indian Railways
E) CPWD

Answer: B) BRO
Explanation:

» Border Roads Organisation (BRO) celebrated the 47th Raising Day of Project
Chetak at Bikaner, Rajasthan.

» The project was established in 1980 and has completed over four decades of
service.

* It plays a vital role in infrastructure development in Rajasthan, Punjab, and northern
Gujarat.

» Project Chetak has constructed over 4,000 km of roads and 214 km of Ditch-cum-
Bund.

* It supports defence forces by maintaining key roads near international borders.

» Motto: “Chetak ka Prayas, Desh ka Vikas”.

Static Part:
» Organization — Border Roads Organisation (BRO)**

e Founded — 1960
» Headquarters — New Delhi
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Ques: Who has been appointed as the Tourism Secretary of India?

A) Sanjay Jaju

B) Bhuvnesh Kumar

C) Srivatsa Krishna

D) Rohit Kansal

E) Rajesh Kumar Singh

Answer: B) Bhuvnesh Kumar

Explanation:

* Bhuvnesh Kumar has been appointed as the Tourism Secretary of India.

* The incumbent Sanjay Jaju has been shifted as Secretary in the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER).

« Srivatsa Krishna has been appointed as Secretary, Ministry of Minority Affairs.
* Rohit Kansal has been appointed as Secretary, Department of Rural Development.
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Ques: Under the Solid Waste Management Rules 2026, which color-coded bin is
designated for hazardous and special care waste such as batteries, bulbs and
medicines?

A) Green
B) Blue
C) Red
D) Yellow
E) Black

Answer: E) Black
Explanation:

* India has mandated four-stream waste segregation at source under the Solid Waste
Management Rules 2026 from April 1, 2026.

» The rule applies to households, offices and shops across the country.

» Waste must be segregated into four categories using color-coded bins — Green,
Blue, Red and Black.

» Green bin is for wet and biodegradable waste like food scraps and vegetable peels.
* Blue bin is for dry waste such as plastic, paper, glass and metal.

* Red bin is for sanitary waste like diapers and napkins.

* Black bin is for hazardous/special care waste like batteries, bulbs, electronics and
medicines.

 Penalties will be imposed for non-compliance under the “Polluter Pays” principle.

Static Part | :
» Solid Waste Management Rules first introduced — 2016
* New Rules effective from — April 1, 2026

» Administered by — Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
» Minister of Environment — Bhupender Yadav
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Ques: The Ministry of Home Affairs replaced the “most affected” category of
LWE districts with which of the following new classifications?

A) Core, Buffer, Peripheral

B) LWE Affected, Districts of Concern, Legacy & Thrust Districts
C) High Risk, Medium Risk, Low Risk

D) Red, Yellow, Green Zones

E) Priority, Non-Priority, Neutral

Answer: B) LWE Affected, Districts of Concern, Legacy & Thrust Districts
Explanation:

» The Ministry of Home Affairs has re-categorised Left-Wing Extremism (LWE)
affected districts.

» The earlier category of “most affected” has been replaced with three new categories.
» These include: LWE affected districts, districts of concern, and legacy & thrust
districts.

» The total number of LWE-affected districts remains 38, but classification reflects
reduced violence.

» The “Red Corridor” has shrunk significantly from over 200 districts in 2005 to very
few in 2026.

» The new classification helps in better allocation of resources under security schemes
like SRE.

Static Part:
* Ministry — Ministry of Home Affairs

* Home Minister — Amit Shah
* LWE Full Form — Left-Wing Extremism
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News Headlines Related to Ministry :

* The Tea Board of India, under the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, has
introduced the ‘Tea Mark’ quality certification scheme.

» The Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers will host India Pharma 2026 on 13-14 April in New Delhi.

» The Ministry of Defence signed a ¥1,950 crore contract with Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) for the procurement of two mountain radars for the Indian Air
Force.

e Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced approval of 75 projects worth
61,000 crore under the ECMS Programme.

* Ministry of Defence sighed two defence contracts worth ¥858 crore to
strengthen India’s defence capabilities.

e Ministry of Education issued a joint advisory with Ministry of Home Affairs for
nationwide implementation of Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan in schools.

e The 9th PharmaMed 2026 was hosted by the Department of Pharmaceuticals
under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
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Ques: Odisha Police has been awarded which prestigious honour, the highest
for a police force in India?

A) Police Medal

B) President’s Police Colour
C) Shaurya Chakra

D) Ashoka Chakra

E) Gallantry Award

Answer: B) President’s Police Colour
Explanation:

» Odisha Police has been awarded the President’s Police Colour, the highest honour
for a police force in India.

» The award recognises excellent service, discipline, bravery, and professionalism in
maintaining law and order.

* It is awarded on the recommendation of the Ministry of Home Affairs and approved
by the President of India.

Static Part:
» State — Odisha

* Formation Day — 1 April 1936 (Odisha Day / Utkal Dibasa)
» Capital — Bhubaneswar
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Recent News Headlines Related to Awards & Winners :

 Lifetime Achievement Award at the International Film Festival of Delhi 2026
Veteran Telugu actor Nandamuri Balakrishna

« 35th Saraswati Samman (2025) : Ramkumar Mukhopadhyay, an eminent
Bengali writer

* France’s prestigious Legion of Honour (Commandeur rank) : Jawed Ashraf,
former Ambassador of India to France and Chairman of the India Trade

Promotion Organisation

e Lifetime Achievement Award at IFFD 2026 : Nandamuri Balakrishna (Padma
Bhushan (2025))

e "Women Empowerment Trailblazer Award" : Kalpana Soren

» 2026 Stockholm Water Prize : Kaveh Madani, Director of the United Nations
University Institute for Water Environment and Health

* KISS Humanitarian Award 2025 : Nita Ambani

e Mark Lynton History Prize 2026 : Historian William Dalrymple
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Ques: Telangana aims to become the “Textile Capital of South Asia” by which
year?

A) 2030
B) 2035
C) 2040
D) 2047
E) 2050

Answer: D) 2047
Explanation:

* A. Revanth Reddy announced a vision to make Telangana the “Textile Capital of
South Asia” by 2047.

* The announcement was made during the Asian Textiles Conference.

» The state aims to achieve a $3 trillion economy as part of this long-term vision.

» The government is focusing on infrastructure, land, power, water, incentives and fast
execution to boost the textile sector.

Static Part:
» State — Telangana
» Capital — Hyderabad

» Chief Minister — A. Revanth Reddy
* Formation Day — 2 June 2014
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Ques: Mission MITRA launched by ISRO is related to which of the following?

A) Satellite Communication

B) Space Tourism

C) Crew Safety & Behaviour Study
D) Missile Development

E) Weather Forecasting

Answer: C) Crew Safety & Behaviour Study
Explanation:

* Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched Mission MITRA.

* MITRA stands for Mapping of Interoperable Traits and Response Assessment.

» The mission aims to enhance the safety and performance of Gaganyaan crew
members.

* It is a first-of-its-kind behavioural study conducted in Leh, Ladakh.

» The study focuses on physiological, psychological, and operational aspects in high-
altitude conditions.

* It evaluates coordination between crew members and ground staff under stress
conditions.

Static Part:

* ISRO Founded — 1969

» Headquarters — Bengaluru

» Chairman — V. Narayanan

» Gaganyaan Launch Target — 2025-26
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Recent News Headlines related to Defence

* NASA successfully launched the Artemis Il mission, marking the first crewed
lunar flyby in over 50 years since the Apollo era.

* The Indian Navy has received ‘Malwan’, the second vessel in a series of eight
ASW Shallow Water Crafts (ASW SWC).

* INS Sanshodhak is the fourth and final Survey Vessel (Large) inducted into the
Indian Navy.

 INS Dunagiri is an indigenous stealth frigate built under Project 17A.

» The Akasha300 is an industrial-grade high-temperature 3D printer delivered to
ISRO’s Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre.

* ISRO is developing the Bharatiya Antriksh Station as part of its long-term
space exploration goals.

» Adani Defence and Aerospace delivered the first batch of 2,000 ‘Prahar’ Light
Machine Guns (LMGs) to the Indian Army.
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Ques: When will Phase 1 (House Listing and Housing Census) of India’s Census
2027 begin?

A) January 1, 2026
B) March 1, 2026
C) April 1, 2026

D) July 1, 2026

E) February 1, 2027

Answer: C) April 1, 2026
Explanation:

* India will begin Phase 1 of Census 2027 from April 1, 2026, marking the first fully
digital Census in the country’s history.

» Census 2027 will be the 16th Census since the beginning of Census operations and
the 8th after Independence.

» The announcement was made by the Registrar General & Census Commissioner of
India, Mritunjay Kumar Narayan.

» Phase 1 (House Listing and Housing Census) will be conducted from April to
September 2026 across all States and UTs.

» Phase 2 (Population Enumeration) will be conducted in February 2027.

» The Union Cabinet approved a budget of ¥11,718.24 crore for the Census exercise.
* Phase 1 will include 33 specific questions related to housing and household data.

Key Features of Digital Census:

 Self-Enumeration: Citizens can fill their details online through a portal using mobile
number.

» Mobile Apps: Data collection through 16-language mobile apps by around 30 lakh

field staff.

» Geo-tagging: All buildings will be geo-tagged using Digital Layout Mapping (DLM).
» Mascots: Pragati (female) and Vikas (male) represent inclusivity.

* Live-in Couples: Stable live-in relationships will be counted as married.
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Static Part:

* First Census in India — 1872 (non-synchronous), first complete census in 1881
» Conducted by — Office of Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India

* Ministry — Ministry of Home Affairs

* Frequency — Every 10 years (Decennial Census)
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IMPORTANT ONE - LINER Current Affairs

The Telangana government has launched the Bhu Bharati portal, an integrated
land record management system aimed at simplifying land registration and
record services. The new system replaces the earlier Dharani portal.

The JanSamarth Portal was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on June
6, 2022. The portal integrates 15 credit-linked Central Government schemes. As
of March 20, 2026, around 254 lenders have been onboarded on the platform.
Since its launch, about 41.14 lakh applications worth ¥1,06,306 crore have been
processed.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Emirates NBD to acquire up to
74% stake in RBL Bank. As per norms, foreignh banks can acquire up to 74%
stake in an Indian bank.

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has signed an agreement
with Mapmyindia. It aims to enable the display of authorised Aadhaar centres on
the Mappls App. UIDAI Established in 2009. Aadhaar has 12-digit unique identity
number.

Deendayal Port Authority (Kandla) became the top-performing major port in
India in FY 2025-26. It handled a record cargo volume of 160.11 million tonnes
(MT). The port overtook Paradip Port Authority, which handled 156.45 MT during
the same period.

GE Aerospace has delivered the sixth F404-IN20 engine to Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL). These engines are meant for the Tejas Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) MKk1A.

- /
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	Ques: Which country will host the IMF–World Bank Annual Meetings in October 2026?
	A) India B) Thailand C) USA D) Japan E) Germany

	Answer: B) Thailand
	Explanation:
	• Thailand will host the IMF–World Bank Annual Meetings in October 2026. • The meetings will be held from 12–18 October 2026 in Bangkok. • The venue will be Queen Sirikit National Convention Center. • Thailand is hosting the meetings after a gap of 35 years. • The country last hosted the Annual Meetings in 1991. • Theme of the 2026 meetings is “Thailand's New Horizons: Empowering People, Building Resilience”.

	Static Part:
	• IMF Full Form – International Monetary Fund • World Bank – International financial institution providing loans and grants • IMF Headquarters – Washington, D.C., USA • World Bank Headquarters – Washington, D.C., USA
	Exam Genius
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	Recent News Headlines Related to Summits / conference
	• India has invited members for the BRICS Foreign Ministers' Meeting to be held in May 2026.
	• The Bharat Innovates Deep-Tech Pre Summit was held at IIT Bombay.
	• Narendra Modi is set to visit France to attend the G7 Summit scheduled from June 15 to 17.
	• Hyderabad hosted the World Buddhist Peace Conference 2026, bringing together delegates from over 20 countries.
	• The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC-14) of the World Trade Organization was held in Yaoundé, Cameroon.
	• Union Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar inaugurated the International Conference on Carbon Markets — ‘Prakriti 2026’ and the Indian Carbon Market Portal at the Bharat Electricity Summit 2026 in New Delhi.
	• The International Rail Coach Expo 2026 was inaugurated at the Integral Coach Factory premises in Chennai.
	• Mobile World Congress 2026 was held at Fira Barcelona Gran Via in Barcelona, Spain. The theme of the event was “The IQ Era.”
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	Ques: What is the main objective of bank account portability proposed by RBI?
	A) Increase bank interest rates B) Allow multiple accounts in one bank C) Switch banks without changing account number D) Remove KYC requirements E) Stop digital payments

	Answer: C) Switch banks without changing account number
	Explanation:
	• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is developing a bank account portability system. • It will allow customers to switch banks without changing their account number. • The system is part of the Payments Vision 2028 initiative. • It is similar to Mobile Number Portability (MNP). • The service is also referred to as “Payments Switching Service”. • It will enable seamless transfer of standing instructions like EMIs, SIPs and salary credits. • The aim is to enhance customer convenience, competition and efficiency in banking.
	Exam Genius
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	Recent News Headlines Related to RBI
	• RBI has capped loans for purchase of shares and other eligible securities at ₹1 crore per borrower across the banking system.
	• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has capped banks' net open positions in the rupee at $100 million at the end of each business day.
	• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was established on April 1, 1935 under the RBI Act, 1934 based on the recommendations of the Hilton Young Commission.
	• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated the use of Legal Entity Identifier (LEI) and Unique Transaction Identifier (UTI) for financial market transactions.
	• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in consultation with the Government of India, has set the WMA limit at ₹2,50,000 crore for the first half of FY 2026-27 (April–September 2026).
	• Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the ‘Payments Vision 2028’, outlining a 3-year roadmap for strengthening the digital payments ecosystem.
	• The Reserve Bank of India approved the budget for FY 2026–27. It also approved the Medium-Term Strategy Framework “Utkarsh 3.0” for 2026–2029.
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	Ques: How many transactions were recorded by Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in March 2026?
	A) 22.64 billion B) 21.50 billion C) 20.39 billion D) 23.10 billion E) 24.00 billion

	Answer: A) 22.64 billion
	Explanation:
	• Unified Payments Interface (UPI) recorded 22.64 billion transactions in March 2026. • In February 2026, UPI transactions stood at 20.39 billion. • The total transaction value in March 2026 was ₹29.53 lakh crore. • In February 2026, the transaction value was ₹26.84 lakh crore. • UPI is a real-time payment system that allows instant transfer of money between bank accounts using mobile phones. • It was developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and launched in 2016.

	Static Part:
	• UPI Launched – 2016 • Developed By – NPCI (National Payments Corporation of India) • Regulator – Reserve Bank of India (RBI) • Type – Real-time Payment System
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	Ques: The RBI's Supervisory Data Quality Index (sDQI) covers how many Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs)?

	A) 72 B) 79 C) 83 D) 87 E) 92
	Answer: D) 87
	Explanation:
	• The RBI's Supervisory Data Quality Index (sDQI) improved to 90.9 in the December 2025 quarter. • It was 90.7 in the July–September 2025 quarter, showing steady improvement. • The sDQI covers 87 Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs). • The index evaluates data quality based on accuracy, timeliness, completeness and consistency. • It includes key returns related to asset quality, risk-based supervision and liquidity. • The index also assesses compliance with RBI’s Master Direction on Filing of Supervisory Returns, 2024.

	Static Part:
	• sDQI Full Form – Supervisory Data Quality Index • Launched by – Reserve Bank of India (RBI) • Number of SCBs Covered – 87
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	Ques: Which of the following insurers has been designated as a Domestic Systemically Important Insurer (D-SII) by IRDAI for FY 2025-26?
	A) LIC B) New India Assurance Company Ltd C) GIC Re D) All of the above E) None of the above

	Answer: D) All of the above
	Explanation:
	• The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has designated LIC, New India Assurance Company Ltd, and GIC Re as Domestic Systemically Important Insurers (D-SIIs) for FY 2025-26. • The list remains unchanged from the previous financial year. • D-SIIs are insurers whose size, market importance, and global interconnectedness make them critical to the financial system. • Their failure could lead to significant disruption in the economy. • Separately, IRDAI has directed insurers offering digital products to self-assess compliance with guidelines on prevention of dark patterns. • These guidelines were issued by the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA). • Insurers must submit compliance status within 15 days. • Dark patterns refer to misleading UI/UX designs that manipulate users into unintended actions.

	Static Part | :
	• IRDAI Established – 1999 • Headquarters – Hyderabad
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	• Regulator – Insurance sector in India • LIC – Life Insurance Corporation of India • GIC Re – General Insurance Corporation of India (Reinsurer) • CCPA – Central Consumer Protection Authority
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	Ques: Recently, Min Aung Hlaing has been elected as the President of which country?
	A) Thailand B) Vietnam C) Myanmar D) Laos E) Cambodia

	Answer: C) Myanmar
	Explanation:
	• Min Aung Hlaing has been elected as the President of Myanmar. • He secured 429 out of 584 votes in the Parliament. • He is a former military chief. • He led the 2021 military coup, overthrowing the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi. • The election was conducted by military-aligned lawmakers, raising concerns over democracy. • He is expected to be sworn in next week.

	Static Part:
	• Country – Myanmar • Capital – Naypyidaw • Currency – Kyat • Official Language – Burmese
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	Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President :
	• Prime Minister of Mongolia  :  Uchral Nyam-Osor
	• youngest Prime Minister of Nepal  :  Balendra Shah (Balen)
	• Prime Minister of Nepal  :  Balendra Shah, popularly known as “Balen”
	• Supreme Leader of Iran  :  Mojtaba Hosseini Khamenei
	• President of Peru  :  Jose Maria Balcazar
	• Prime Minister of the Netherlands  :  Rob Arnoldus Adrianus Jetten
	•  8th Prime Minister of Barbados  :  Mia Mottley
	•  Prime Minister of Thailand  :  Anutin Charnvirakul
	•  Prime Minister of Bangladesh  :  Tarique Rahman, chairman of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
	•  Prime Minister of Yemen  :  Yemen’s Foreign Minister Shaya Mohsen Zindani  (replaced Salem bin Breik)
	•  President of Uganda  :  Yoweri Museveni
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	Ques: Who has taken additional charge as Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)?
	A) Amarendu Prakash B) Krishna Kumar Singh C) T.V. Narendran D) Soma Mondal E) Seshagiri Rao

	Answer: B) Krishna Kumar Singh
	Explanation: • Krishna Kumar Singh has taken additional charge as Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL). • He succeeded Amarendu Prakash, who resigned effective from April 1, 2026. • The additional charge will be held for 3 months or until a new CMD is appointed, whichever is earlier. • SAIL is India’s largest government-owned steel producer and a Maharatna PSU.

	Static Part:
	• Company – Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) • Founded – 1954 • Headquarters – New Delhi • Type – Maharatna PSU
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	Recent Appointment in different departments :
	• Chanchal Kumar   :  Secretary in the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (I&B)
	• Vir Vikram Yadav  :  Director General of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
	• Abhishek Singh  :  Director General of the National Testing Agency (NTA)
	• William Walsh, popularly known as Willie Walsh  :  CEO of IndiGo
	• Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti  :  Chairperson of the National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC)   (succeeded Hansraj Gangaram Ahir)
	• Matt Brittin   :  Director-General of BBC   (Replaced Tim Davie)
	• Kiran Mani who is the former CEO of JioStar   :  Managing Director for Asia-Pacific (APAC) of OpenAI
	• Arun Mammen  :  re-elected as the Chairman of the Automotive Tyre Manufacturers' Association (ATMA)
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	Ques: Bharti Airtel has become the world’s ___ largest telecom operator by mobile subscriber base, according to GSMA Intelligence.
	A) 1st B) 2nd C) 3rd D) 4th E) 5th

	Answer: B) 2nd
	Explanation:
	• Bharti Airtel has crossed 650 million customers globally. • It has become the 2nd largest telecom operator in the world by mobile subscriber base, according to GSMA Intelligence. • Globally, Airtel ranks just behind China Mobile. • The company operates across India and Africa. • Airtel has over 368 million mobile users in India. • In Africa, it serves over 179 million users across 14 countries. • Airtel has also announced its entry into the NBFC (Non-Banking Financial Company) space. • The company has diversified into satellite communications through Eutelsat OneWeb.

	Static Part | :
	• Company – Bharti Airtel • Founded – 1995 • Founder – Sunil Bharti Mittal • Headquarters – New Delhi, India • Sector – Telecommunications • NBFC Full Form – Non-Banking Financial Company
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	Ques: Under the India–Australia ECTA, Australia has extended preferential market access across what percentage of its tariff lines for Indian goods?

	A) 70% B) 80% C) 90% D) 95% E) 100%
	Answer: E) 100%
	Explanation: • The India–Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) completed four years since its signing on April 2, 2022. • Total bilateral trade reached USD 24.1 billion in 2024–25, with exports growing by 8% over the previous year. • India’s exports to Australia more than doubled from USD 4 billion (2020–21) to USD 8.5 billion (2024–25). • Australia has extended access across 100% of its tariff lines for Indian goods. • India has offered concessions on over 70% of tariff lines, covering more than 90% of trade value. • Nearly all Indian exports to Australia will attract zero duty from January 1, 2026. • Key export sectors include textiles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and agricultural products. • A Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) on organic products was signed in September 2025 to ease trade. • On the import side, ECTA facilitates access to metals, raw cotton, fertilisers and pulses.

	Static Part | :
	• ECTA Full Form – Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement • Signed – April 2, 2022 • Came into force – December 29, 2022
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	• Australia Capital – Canberra • Prime Minister – Anthony Albanese • Currency – Australian Dollar
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	Ques: Who has become the most capped overseas player in the history of the Indian Premier League (IPL)?
	A) Kieron Pollard B) AB de Villiers C) Chris Gayle D) David Warner E) Sunil Narine

	Answer: E) Sunil Narine
	Explanation:
	• West Indies player Sunil Narine became the most capped overseas player in IPL history. • He surpassed Kieron Pollard, who had played 189 matches. • Sunil Narine has played 190 IPL matches, all for Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR). • The milestone was achieved at Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai, against Mumbai Indians. • Sunil Narine began his IPL career in 2012 after being signed by KKR for ₹3.4 crore. Top Overseas Players with Most IPL Matches: • Sunil Narine – 190 matches – Kolkata Knight Riders • Kieron Pollard – 189 matches – Mumbai Indians • AB de Villiers – 184 matches – Royal Challengers Bangalore & Delhi Capitals

	Static Part:
	• IPL Started – 2008 • Governing Body – BCCI • Format – T20 Cricket • Teams – Franchise-based teams
	Exam Genius

	No. 1 PLATFORM FOR GOVT. EXAMS UPSC | SSC | BANKING | RAILWAY visit www.examgenius.in

	Recent News headlines related to Sports
	• India’s Abhay Singh has been named the Men’s Player of the Year 2025 by the Asian Squash Federation (ASF).
	• Japan’s Satomi Watanabe won the ASF Women’s Player of the Year award.
	• Sheetal Devi from Jammu and Kashmir was named “Para Archer of the Year 2025” by the World Archery Federation.
	• Jannik Sinner won the Miami Open 2026 Men’s Singles title by defeating Jiri Lehecka 6-4, 6-4 in the final.
	• Aryna Sabalenka clinched her second consecutive Miami Open title by defeating Coco Gauff in the final.
	• Kimi Antonelli of Mercedes clinched victory at the Japanese Grand Prix held at Suzuka.
	• The International Olympic Committee approved a new policy titled ‘Protection of the Female (Women’s) Category in Olympic Sport’.
	• Virat Kohli became the first batter in Indian Premier League history to cross 4,000 runs in run chases.
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	Ques: Project Chetak, recently seen in news, is associated with which organization?
	A) NHAI B) BRO C) DRDO D) Indian Railways E) CPWD

	Answer: B) BRO
	Explanation:
	• Border Roads Organisation (BRO) celebrated the 47th Raising Day of Project Chetak at Bikaner, Rajasthan. • The project was established in 1980 and has completed over four decades of service. • It plays a vital role in infrastructure development in Rajasthan, Punjab, and northern Gujarat. • Project Chetak has constructed over 4,000 km of roads and 214 km of Ditch-cum-Bund. • It supports defence forces by maintaining key roads near international borders. • Motto: “Chetak ka Prayas, Desh ka Vikas”.

	Static Part:
	• Organization – Border Roads Organisation (BRO)** • Founded – 1960 • Headquarters – New Delhi
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	Ques: Who has been appointed as the Tourism Secretary of India?
	A) Sanjay Jaju B) Bhuvnesh Kumar C) Srivatsa Krishna D) Rohit Kansal E) Rajesh Kumar Singh

	Answer: B) Bhuvnesh Kumar
	Explanation:
	• Bhuvnesh Kumar has been appointed as the Tourism Secretary of India. • The incumbent Sanjay Jaju has been shifted as Secretary in the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER). • Srivatsa Krishna has been appointed as Secretary, Ministry of Minority Affairs. • Rohit Kansal has been appointed as Secretary, Department of Rural Development.
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	Ques: Under the Solid Waste Management Rules 2026, which color-coded bin is designated for hazardous and special care waste such as batteries, bulbs and medicines?
	A) Green B) Blue C) Red D) Yellow E) Black

	Answer: E) Black
	Explanation:
	• India has mandated four-stream waste segregation at source under the Solid Waste Management Rules 2026 from April 1, 2026. • The rule applies to households, offices and shops across the country. • Waste must be segregated into four categories using color-coded bins — Green, Blue, Red and Black. • Green bin is for wet and biodegradable waste like food scraps and vegetable peels. • Blue bin is for dry waste such as plastic, paper, glass and metal. • Red bin is for sanitary waste like diapers and napkins. • Black bin is for hazardous/special care waste like batteries, bulbs, electronics and medicines. • Penalties will be imposed for non-compliance under the “Polluter Pays” principle.

	Static Part | :
	• Solid Waste Management Rules first introduced – 2016 • New Rules effective from – April 1, 2026 • Administered by – Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) • Minister of Environment – Bhupender Yadav
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	Ques: The Ministry of Home Affairs replaced the “most affected” category of LWE districts with which of the following new classifications?
	A) Core, Buffer, Peripheral B) LWE Affected, Districts of Concern, Legacy & Thrust Districts C) High Risk, Medium Risk, Low Risk D) Red, Yellow, Green Zones E) Priority, Non-Priority, Neutral

	Answer: B) LWE Affected, Districts of Concern, Legacy & Thrust Districts
	Explanation:
	• The Ministry of Home Affairs has re-categorised Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) affected districts. • The earlier category of “most affected” has been replaced with three new categories. • These include: LWE affected districts, districts of concern, and legacy & thrust districts. • The total number of LWE-affected districts remains 38, but classification reflects reduced violence. • The “Red Corridor” has shrunk significantly from over 200 districts in 2005 to very few in 2026. • The new classification helps in better allocation of resources under security schemes like SRE.

	Static Part:
	• Ministry – Ministry of Home Affairs • Home Minister – Amit Shah • LWE Full Form – Left-Wing Extremism
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	News Headlines Related to Ministry :
	• The Tea Board of India, under the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, has introduced the ‘Tea Mark’ quality certification scheme.
	• The Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers will host India Pharma 2026 on 13–14 April in New Delhi.
	• The Ministry of Defence signed a ₹1,950 crore contract with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for the procurement of two mountain radars for the Indian Air Force.
	• Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced approval of 75 projects worth ₹61,000 crore under the ECMS Programme.
	• Ministry of Defence signed two defence contracts worth ₹858 crore to strengthen India’s defence capabilities.
	• Ministry of Education issued a joint advisory with Ministry of Home Affairs for nationwide implementation of Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan in schools.
	• The 9th PharmaMed 2026 was hosted by the Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
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	Ques: Odisha Police has been awarded which prestigious honour, the highest for a police force in India?
	A) Police Medal B) President’s Police Colour C) Shaurya Chakra D) Ashoka Chakra E) Gallantry Award

	Answer: B) President’s Police Colour
	Explanation:
	• Odisha Police has been awarded the President’s Police Colour, the highest honour for a police force in India. • The award recognises excellent service, discipline, bravery, and professionalism in maintaining law and order. • It is awarded on the recommendation of the Ministry of Home Affairs and approved by the President of India.

	Static Part:
	• State – Odisha • Formation Day – 1 April 1936 (Odisha Day / Utkal Dibasa) • Capital – Bhubaneswar
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	Recent News Headlines Related to Awards & Winners :
	• Lifetime Achievement Award at the International Film Festival of Delhi 2026   :  Veteran Telugu actor Nandamuri Balakrishna
	• 35th Saraswati Samman (2025)  :  Ramkumar Mukhopadhyay, an eminent Bengali writer
	• France’s prestigious Legion of Honour (Commandeur rank)  :   Jawed Ashraf, former Ambassador of India to France and Chairman of the India Trade Promotion Organisation
	• Lifetime Achievement Award at IFFD 2026  :  Nandamuri Balakrishna  (Padma Bhushan (2025))
	• "Women Empowerment Trailblazer Award"  :  Kalpana Soren
	• 2026 Stockholm Water Prize  :  Kaveh Madani, Director of the United Nations University Institute for Water Environment and Health
	• KISS Humanitarian Award 2025  :  Nita Ambani
	• Mark Lynton History Prize 2026  :  Historian William Dalrymple
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	Ques: Telangana aims to become the “Textile Capital of South Asia” by which year?

	A) 2030 B) 2035 C) 2040 D) 2047 E) 2050
	Answer: D) 2047
	Explanation:
	• A. Revanth Reddy announced a vision to make Telangana the “Textile Capital of South Asia” by 2047. • The announcement was made during the Asian Textiles Conference. • The state aims to achieve a $3 trillion economy as part of this long-term vision. • The government is focusing on infrastructure, land, power, water, incentives and fast execution to boost the textile sector.

	Static Part:
	• State – Telangana • Capital – Hyderabad • Chief Minister – A. Revanth Reddy • Formation Day – 2 June 2014
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	Ques: Mission MITRA launched by ISRO is related to which of the following?
	A) Satellite Communication B) Space Tourism C) Crew Safety & Behaviour Study D) Missile Development E) Weather Forecasting

	Answer: C) Crew Safety & Behaviour Study
	Explanation:
	• Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched Mission MITRA. • MITRA stands for Mapping of Interoperable Traits and Response Assessment. • The mission aims to enhance the safety and performance of Gaganyaan crew members. • It is a first-of-its-kind behavioural study conducted in Leh, Ladakh. • The study focuses on physiological, psychological, and operational aspects in high-altitude conditions. • It evaluates coordination between crew members and ground staff under stress conditions.

	Static Part:
	• ISRO Founded – 1969 • Headquarters – Bengaluru • Chairman – V. Narayanan • Gaganyaan Launch Target – 2025–26
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	Recent News Headlines related to Defence
	• NASA successfully launched the Artemis II mission, marking the first crewed lunar flyby in over 50 years since the Apollo era.
	• The Indian Navy has received ‘Malwan’, the second vessel in a series of eight ASW Shallow Water Crafts (ASW SWC).
	• INS Sanshodhak is the fourth and final Survey Vessel (Large) inducted into the Indian Navy.
	• INS Dunagiri is an indigenous stealth frigate built under Project 17A.
	• The Akasha300 is an industrial-grade high-temperature 3D printer delivered to ISRO’s Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre.
	• ISRO is developing the Bharatiya Antriksh Station as part of its long-term space exploration goals.
	• Adani Defence and Aerospace delivered the first batch of 2,000 ‘Prahar’ Light Machine Guns (LMGs) to the Indian Army.
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	Ques: When will Phase 1 (House Listing and Housing Census) of India’s Census 2027 begin?
	A) January 1, 2026 B) March 1, 2026 C) April 1, 2026 D) July 1, 2026 E) February 1, 2027

	Answer: C) April 1, 2026
	Explanation:
	• India will begin Phase 1 of Census 2027 from April 1, 2026, marking the first fully digital Census in the country’s history. • Census 2027 will be the 16th Census since the beginning of Census operations and the 8th after Independence. • The announcement was made by the Registrar General & Census Commissioner of India, Mritunjay Kumar Narayan. • Phase 1 (House Listing and Housing Census) will be conducted from April to September 2026 across all States and UTs. • Phase 2 (Population Enumeration) will be conducted in February 2027. • The Union Cabinet approved a budget of ₹11,718.24 crore for the Census exercise. • Phase 1 will include 33 specific questions related to housing and household data.

	Key Features of Digital Census:
	• Self-Enumeration: Citizens can fill their details online through a portal using mobile number. • Mobile Apps: Data collection through 16-language mobile apps by around 30 lakh field staff. • Geo-tagging: All buildings will be geo-tagged using Digital Layout Mapping (DLM). • Mascots: Pragati (female) and Vikas (male) represent inclusivity. • Live-in Couples: Stable live-in relationships will be counted as married.
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	Static Part:
	• First Census in India – 1872 (non-synchronous), first complete census in 1881 • Conducted by – Office of Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India • Ministry – Ministry of Home Affairs • Frequency – Every 10 years (Decennial Census)
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	IMPORTANT ONE - LINER Current Affairs
	The Telangana government has launched the Bhu Bharati portal, an integrated land record management system aimed at simplifying land registration and record services. The new system replaces the earlier Dharani portal.
	The JanSamarth Portal was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on June 6, 2022. The portal integrates 15 credit-linked Central Government schemes. As of March 20, 2026, around 254 lenders have been onboarded on the platform. Since its launch, about 41.14 lakh applications worth ₹1,06,306 crore have been processed.
	The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Emirates NBD to acquire up to 74% stake in RBL Bank. As per norms, foreign banks can acquire up to 74% stake in an Indian bank.
	The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has signed an agreement with MapmyIndia. It aims to enable the display of authorised Aadhaar centres on the Mappls App. UIDAI Established in 2009. Aadhaar has 12-digit unique identity number.
	Deendayal Port Authority (Kandla) became the top-performing major port in India in FY 2025-26. It handled a record cargo volume of 160.11 million tonnes (MT). The port overtook Paradip Port Authority, which handled 156.45 MT during the same period.
	GE Aerospace has delivered the sixth F404-IN20 engine to Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). These engines are meant for the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk1A.
	Exam Genius



