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Ques: As per RBI’s draft directions, what action must banks take if mis-selling
is established?

RBI & ZT%FE fAIdRIT & 3]AR, TS aTeTet farshT (Mis-selling) AT gl & oY dh
I FIT HLeIT 192

A) Issue warning to employee only / Fael eI &l AT &l

B) Pay 10% penalty to RBI / RBI &l 10% STHTET el

C) Refund full amount and compensate for loss /@TI’T@TETWWTﬁT
TR ETeT T SIS AT

D) Close customer’s account / WEFI'E'IFITTC\"EF{?IT

E) No action required / 31S SILaTs 3TaeTH el

Answer: Option C

Explanation | SITEAT:

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued comprehensive draft directions on
advertising, marketing, and sales of financial products and services by banks.

o AT RTd ek (RBI) o Hehl GaRT Al 3curel 3R Aar3it & fa=irdsT,
fgure 3K 9T & GafRa carges groe [Ader IRy e €

* The objective of these directions is to prevent mis-selling and compulsory
bundling of financial products.

o 37 TSN T 362 1T fshT (Mis-selling) 31 SR STl S AF=T B |

e As per the Draft RBI (Commercial Banks — Responsible Business Conduct)
Amendment Directions, 2026, banks must seek customer feedback within 30
days of sale.

o STFC RBI (ATTOITo TS soh — [SFHGR cTGHRT TAOT) T fA6.2r, 2026 &
3TTHR, Sfehi 1 TarshT & 30 T&at & 3T Mg eh & BISdeh ST 3HTotar giam|

e The new directions are scheduled to come into effect from July 1.
o A T AU 1 Fol1S @ yarre giav|

e If mis-selling is established, banks must refund the entire amount paid by the
customer.

» & el TIshT AT Blei &, TiY b ohl ATeeh ST Yehts 1S I Y Ao




AT graf |

e In addition, banks must compensate customers for any financial loss arising
due to mis-selling.

* SEh e, el ToIshT o HROT U fohall o faeiiar speparer <hr avforgfe oft
SIopT T AT g1 |

e These provisions aim to strengthen consumer protection and responsible
business conduct in the banking sector.

o I YT SfRaT 83T & 3usfiardr Te70T 3R fHFReR saraar¥ieh 3T &Y
AT el o fAT e AT |

Ques: Which international financial institution approved a USD 182 million
loan to Assam to strengthen resilience against flooding and riverbank
erosion?

3G H 91¢ 3R 7€ de Fera A fAges i &77ar o1 & forw 182 AT
3TARERT STer AT F0T fohd SRR el T = Tt fomam?

A) World Bank / [9a d=

B) International Monetary Fund (IMF) /Wﬂaaﬁq

C) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) / TT1TeT STRIECHFIR SodEcHT
d

D) Asian Development Bank (ADB) / T STIHE dh

E) New Development Bank (NDB) /;q\?,aaqﬁta%

Answer: Option D

Explanation / <ITEAT:

e The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a USD 182 million loan to
Assam.

o TfATT STTIHCT Soh (ADB) oF 31GH a1 182 fRTIIA 3R STl &1 01
gere fRar |




e Objective: To expand support for strengthening Assam’s resilience to chronic
flooding and severe riverbank erosion along the Brahmaputra River.

* 3ECRY: SIEHYT AT & ToheTR MR &6 3R 78R AT e hera & fves

T 3THH Y &THT I HSTST LT |

e ADB supports sustainable, inclusive, and resilient development across Asia
and the Pacific.

o ADB TTRIT-9Nd &7 & Tdd, gaaM 3T o<frel R ar gada ¢ar g

About Asian Development Bank :

e Established : 19 December 1966
e HQ : Manila, Philippines

e Members : 69

e Chief Economist : Albert Park

e President : Masato Kanda

Ques: Which two institutions signed an MoU to deepen financial inclusion by
providing access to mutual fund products in rural and semi-urban areas?

AT AR 3re-2rgdl &3 T3S W ST} Y IE T o & frw e gy
HEYTAT o HSANAT (MoU) fRaTg?

A) Department of Posts and BSE /?,'IEI?%STI?T}T\T@'Q'H?

B) Department of Posts and NSE /E'IEI?%SJ'I?T}T\TU?I'U'H?

C) RBI and NSE / 3TRE13TS 3R vaTHs

D) SEBI and India Post Payments Bank/wmgﬁmwmaﬁ

E) LIC and NSE / TATSEY 3R TaATHs

Answer: Option B

Explanation / SIIET:

e The Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications, and the National




Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to deepen financial inclusion.

o TR FHATAT & 37eNeT 31 AT 3R S120eAer Feleh TaraTiol 3% Sf3ar
faiffAes (NSE) & [T gATIRS & serar o & folw ueh g&Hsitar (Mou) farar
gl

e The initiative aims to provide access to mutual fund products in rural and
semi-urban areas.

* 3 TE I 3R JMENT R 31e-2red ¥ # FYG3Tel 3 Ieumel $Hr g
gARad FeEr gl

e The partnership will leverage India Post’s vast network of over 1.64 lakh
post offices across the country.

o 3 TSI 7 33U 9T & 1.64 AW A 3OS STHERT & SATYH sededh T
3919 ThaT AT

e The objective is to promote transparency, investor literacy, and
participation in capital market-linked products.

* SHAT 3ECT TRG TR, FAaereh FERCT AR il SR A Sf3 3cdmer #
AR 1 TETaT T & |

e The MoU is valid for three years and can be renewed by mutual consent of
both parties.

« Jg ARSI e aut & fere der & 31X 3o geafa @ sAdieiiehd fohar s
SETIE

National Stock Exchange :

e Established : 1992 (Commenced operations in 1994)
e HQ : Mumbai, Maharashtra
e MD & CEO : Ashishkumar Chauhan (Current as of 2026)




Ques: What was the value of the RBI Digital Payments Index (RBI-DPI) for
September 2025?

fAdeR 2025 & foT RBI 3fSiee YFcH 39 (RBI-DPI) T HIT 4T UT?

A) 493.22
B) 465.33
C) 516.76
D) 445.50
E) 395.57

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SIIET:

» Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been publishing the RBI-Digital Payments
Index (RBI-DPI) since 1 January 2021, with March 2018 as the base year (Index
=100).

o« AT RSTd S (RBI) 1 STeTaiT 2021 & RBI-F3{SIeer U3icq 5394 (RBI-DPI)
YeRITRAI 3 YBT &, TorehT TR a¥ AT 2018 (S35 = 100) & |

e The RBI-DPI for September 2025 stood at 516.76, rising from 493.22 in
March 2025.

o fATET 2025 3 RBI-DPI 516.76 IgT, ST AT 2025 & 493.22 T 37T ¢

* This increase reflects significant growth in digital payment adoption and
performance across India.

« I5 I SRR 7 FBfSree $eTaret & 3uier 3R veeie 7 Ieaa= g Ferady
T g2l &1

* RBI-DPI measures the extent and depth of digitisation of payments over
time.

* RBI-DP| HHY o AIY f3TSTeer ${eTelret & faea 3R a1grg oy AT &

* The index is based on five broad parameters with assigned weights:

o g S3F UT ST AleThr AR 3o AUTRT 7R R 3meaiRa §:

— Payment Enablers — 25% / JHC Tadold — 25%
— Payment Infrastructure (Demand-side) — 10% / 9#¢ SWhrecaX (TSATS




q1ss) — 10%

— Payment Infrastructure (Supply-side) — 15% / 98¢ SIhIECaaI (GTTS TSS)
-15%

— Payment Performance — 45% / JHe WHIHT — 45%

— Consumer Centricity — 5% / Wﬁ efaer - 5%

Ques: What major regulatory change has the RBI introduced for Real Estate
Investment Trusts (REITs)?

Rarer vRee sea¥csie T H (REITs) & fAT RBI &1 Sle1-AT AgcaquT Ay
dgarg frarg?

A) RBI has allowed foreign banks to directly own REITs / RBI o facefy dt ar
REITs T Se1a FalfAcd ot 1 IeTATa &1 8

B) RBI has permitted banks to lend directly to REITs with prudential safeguards

/ RBI 1 HIGITATYUT GI&TT SUTAT o GTY Sehl T REITs Y EEN F0T et

G EIREAR

C) RBI has removed listing requirements for REITs / RBI T REITs o Torw foif&car
HTILIHATE FHATCT FIEGT &

D) RBI has merged REIT regulations with mutual fund norms / RBI o REIT
forarT 1 Fg3rer s st & ary o e fear &

E) RBI has restricted REIT funding only to NBFCs / RBI & REIT BSaT &l chdel
NBFCs deh difAd & fear g

Answer: Option B

Explanation / SIIET:

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed banks to lend directly to Real
Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) with prudential safeguards.

o IR NSTd deh (RBI) o ATTUTATYOT FR&TT 3UTAT & HTY bl T REITs i




Y 70T Gof Y AT T

e This move aims to deepen credit access for the real estate sector and address
long-term funding needs.

o SHFT 32T RIT T 819 & [olT F0T 3TeUdr dgleT HR Srefeniforeh
HTSdT I GHETT T §of AT & |

e Earlier, banks were barred from lending to REITs, though lending to
Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs) was permitted.

o Tl Sehl T REITs 31 0T &t T 3TeTATC oTel Y, STafah InviTs T T &aT
AT AT

e Existing InvIT lending norms will now be harmonised with safeguards
applicable to REITs.

o RISICT InvIT 0T ATACST T 37e REIT GI&TT SUTAT o 3T FATT ST |

e Currently, India has five listed REITs:
— Brookfield India Real Estate Trust

— Embassy Office Parks REIT

— Mindspace Business Parks REIT

— Nexus Select Trust

— Knowledge Realty Trust

e Earlier, REITs largely relied on short-term bonds (3-5 years) subscribed by
mutual funds, NBFCs, and others, leading to long-term funding challenges.

* U6l REITs HEI: 3TeTehlicieh sies (3-5 a¥) W R 9, foad Sreericren
faaaIyoT i GaEar 3cueo giar 2Tl

Ques: Which organisations signed an agreement to enable UPI-based cross-
border merchant payments between India and Malaysia?

HIT T HIRIAT & Il UPI-ITETR ShIF-STST HAE $[ITclel HaTH el o
forw fohet et & Fasitar fmam?

A) RBI and Bank Negara Malaysia / 3TREI31TS 3R S A9RT HIf=m

B) NPCI and Maybank / NPCI 3R Assr
C) NPClI International Payments Limited and Payments Network Malaysia




(PayNet) / NPCl SeXa1eTeTel UHeH Toifdes 3R UHeH sicaes HI AT (PayNet)
D) SEBI and CIMB Bank / s 3R T3S UHsT s
E) SBI and RHB Bank / THeI3TS 3 3IRUds! s

Answer: Option C

Explanation / <ITEAT:

e NPCI International Payments Limited (NIPL) has signed an agreement with
Payments Network Malaysia Sdn Bhd (PayNet).

e NPCI §ea1eleTel YT foifAics (NIPL) 3 UHeH Aeach HATIAT Sdn Bhd
(PayNet) & T IHSI AT AT 5

e The agreement aims to enable QR-based cross-border merchant payments
between India and Malaysia.

o Ig FHSNAT HRA 3 AATRIAT & ey QRr-31mene shi|-aist FAfe 3gerar
T eTH ToTTed &b T &

e In the first phase, Indian travellers visiting Malaysia can scan DuitNow QR
codes using Unified Payments Interface (UPI) enabled apps.

o O ol ILOT H, HI AT ST ATl ARATT ATAT UPI-TETH UTH I DuitNow QR

T Tohel Y 3ITcATeT Y har|

e This will allow seamless merchant payments directly through UPI apps at
DuitNow QR acceptance points.

o SOW DuitNow QR TR et dTel SATITIRAT ST EIE UPI VT & ATETH &
TE T I T BT |

e The move strengthens India’s global digital payments footprint and promotes
UPI as a cross-border payment solution.

» Ig T H dTRaeh T TR R o TSToTcel 37Tt T ohl HTe il & 3R
UPI &1 ShIH-STST $ITclTeT HHTHTS & &Y & dGTaT &l & |




Ques: Which two institutions signed an agreement to enable cashless
Ayurveda treatment under general health insurance in India?

HRT 3 HHAI TR SAT o gl A e STUR F&TH et oh faw
foret &Y FEuTet & gHStar R

A) Ministry of AYUSH and IRDAI /WWﬁT IRDAI

B) AIIMS New Delhi and General Insurance Council /WH?WZ&-T\TGIW
SINH 30T

C) AlIA New Delhi and General Insurance Council /H@Fram—chwaﬂéa
TEUT (AlIA) 715 feoelt 3R STolel 5aH w3

D) NITI Aayog and LIC / sYfer 31mteT 3R Ter3msdr

E) National Health Authority and GIC / ITSEIT TATELY FITHHIUT 3iR GIC

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SITEAT:

e All India Institute of Ayurveda (AllA), New Delhi and the General Insurance
Council (GIC) signed an agreement to integrate Ayurveda into India’s
mainstream health insurance ecosystem.

o 37T HRAT 3ge FEATH (AlIA), 778 Teelt I SToier SeaRH w38
(GIC) & 3T Y R hl HEAEURT FATELY AT HTEAT H AAT A g
Toh gHSId W g&dreR fhu|

e The agreement enables cashless treatment facilities for eligible Ayurveda-
based healthcare services across all 32 general insurance companies in India.

o SH HASN & o S T T 32 AT AT HufaAdt 7 ura 31gde
TR 3TERT & foT Hereld Giaem 3aerser g

* This move is a major step toward mainstreaming traditional medicine and
improving patient access to alternative healthcare systems.

* T TE e TRUR TR qetifordt il FEaemT & are AR Afrar Hr aga
et I &R H U Agcaqul A g

e AYUSH stands for Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and
Homoeopathy.




* AYUSH T 3181 § — 311, 31T Td Yrehfcte FRfshea, Faare, Feer 3R
gl

e The Ministry of AYUSH was established on 9 November 2014 to promote
education, research, and development of India’s traditional systems of
medicine.

o 3TN HATCTY hY TUTYAT 9 STdsX 2014 T HR hr IRAR Ffehear
uTTToraT o faehra, TRIET 3R 3eTEeEe Y Serar &=t & ol &t ars & |

e For the first time, the Government of India(Gol) has launched a dedicated
Ayush Health Insurance Helpline “1800-11-0008’ to support beneficiaries

o T TN o Tgoll TR Y TARELY SIAT & AT Sl G & foIw
Teh HHTI godellge '1800-11-0008' LEHI T

About All India Institute of Ayurveda :

e Established : 2015
e HQ : New Delhi
e Director : Pradeep Kumar Prajapati

About General Insurance Council :

e Established : 1957
e HQ : Mumbai
e MD & CEO : Tapan Kumar Singhel

Ques: As per the February 2026 draft guidelines, what Credit-Deposit (CD)
ratio target has been set for rural and semi-urban branches under the Lead
Bank Scheme (LBS)?

HIERT 2026 T FHIET FGRATACRIT F HTHAR oS e ThIA (LBS) & gl ATHOT
3R 3ref-ergdy a3t & faw oo WA e =AY

A) 40%
B) 50%




C) 60%
D) 70%
E) 80%

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SOT&EAT :

e Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued draft guidelines in February 2026 to
streamline the Lead Bank Scheme (LBS) with a focus on improving credit flow
in rural and semi-urban areas.

o AR Retd d (RBI) 7 Ba 2026 # oIS sfeh ThIA (LBS) T Feaa e
el & T AT figenfader S i

e As per the draft, rural and semi-urban branches must achieve a minimum
CD ratio of 60%.

» H&teT feenfadel & reTar ATHAoT 3T 3ref-2redy ATET3HT Y FgTTH 60%
CD IR g1 AT B

e The Credit-Deposit (CD) ratio indicates how much of the deposits mobilised
by banks are converted into loans; a higher ratio reflects better local credit
deployment.

« shige-3uliaie (cD) IR Tg =TT & o Soht gaRT Sfers a1$ STAT iRy r
fohaeT feEar KoT o 9 H 831 317 §; 37Tk D YA Sga T K0T
YdTg T eITdT & |

e District Consultative Committees (DCCs) will closely monitor districts where
the CD ratio lies between 40% and 60% to improve performance.

o TSI Tl 3 CD YTAAT 40% W 60% o oTr &, 3AhT fTaRTeiT forelT aRmeTey
AATA (DCC) gan i STl |

e Districts with a CD ratio below 20% will be classified as ‘Special Category’
districts, indicating very low credit absorption.

o 20% ¥ FHA cD IR aret foret 1 T Aofy 7 w@r swem|
* The guidelines also mandate that at least 25% of total banking outlets be

opened in Tier-V and Tier-VI Under-Served Rural Centres (URCs) to strengthen
financial inclusion.

o 3T 37Tl feTR-V 3R fEIR-vI 3157-Tes Wl HeH (URCs) F HA-B-ha




25% S TRaT IT3TAIT WeTet ST TTaHTeT fohaT T & |

e Overall, the objective is to deepen financial inclusion and improve credit
flow to priority sectors such as agriculture and MSMEs.

o TAI T I, 37 fanfadut 1 3ec 2 fadr AT Y g0 Har 31
rAfASdr 8131 7 KT HaIg ST |

Ques: Who has received a three-year extension as the Managing Director &
CEO of AU Small Finance Bank?

T T BISeH sieh o JaItT eI T H&d AR HThRT & &9 7
ofteT ¥ %1 faEaR fAeT 82

A) Uday Kotak / 36T Siceh

B) Sanjay Agarwal / ST 3adrel

C) Hasmukh Adhia /WB—T@'&T

D) Shaktikanta Das / QTTFdenld &T&

E) Chandra Shekhar Ghosh / T¢@R €19

Answer: Option B

Explanation / SITET:

e AU Small Finance Bank announced that Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
approved the reappointment of Sanjay Agarwal as its Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer.

o T FHI BISaH deh o T o HRAT Rerd §a (RBI) & W1 313rared
THST U W31 o & H YAl g o] ol AT & 5 |
e The extension is for a further period of three years, effective from April 19.

o Jg fATAR 19 3T O g T et & faw &

e The reappointment had earlier been approved by the Board (October 17,
2025) and shareholders (December 26, 2025), subject to RBI confirmation.

o AT &l gger alS (17 3rarger 2025) 3N AATLRERT (26 fEHR 2025) &




FioQr fRver Ty o, S Rl T 9T 35 37efeT o)

e Recently, AU Small Finance Bank also received in-principle approval from
RBI to transition into a universal bank.

« BTeT & H U T BIeid 3o 1 gforqdier o 7 aRafda gt & far re1 &
Heifas Fplr ol urca gS 71

Ques: As per the revised norms, what is the maximum aggregate exposure
banks can extend towards acquisition (M&A) financing?

NI ATACST & HTAR, A HTAIGOT (M&A) BT THaT & ToIT 3ifeerce
foRctetT el TR & Hehel 2

A) 10% of capital base /q;\GﬁHTUITEFF 10%
B) 15% of capital base /q;\Gﬁ\%-lTUITEI”TF 15%
C) 20% of capital base / Twﬂ'mﬂ 20%
D) 25% of capital base /Uj\x_:ﬁ}lTﬁTlTW 25%
E) 30% of capital base /Uj\\_rﬁHTQTITW 30%

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SITET:

» Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed banks to extend aggregate exposure
up to 20% of their eligible capital base for acquisition (M&A) financing,
increased from the earlier proposed 10%.

o IR Ra1d 3 (RBI) 7 3TRITGUT BISATHIT o TeIT dfehl T 30=i a1 it
3TEMR T 20% cTeh ol TFAUIoN St shi 3THTCT & 8, S g el TETfacT 10%

AT

e Banks are now permitted to finance acquisitions of unlisted companies,
subject to prescribed conditions.

* 379 Johl I HS Al o gl HeAferres HUTAAT & HATFOT & foIT trg=ifaaT




A TS T

e The target unlisted company must have a minimum net worth of X500 crore,
be profit-making for the last three years, and possess an investment-grade
credit rating (BBB— or above).

o SITAI 31ATAIECS FHuel Y YAdH Acad 2500 FH3, el et asf @ amer
# g, 3R fder-ais 3T (BBB- A1 36 FW) gl AT &

* The permissible portion of bank financing has been increased to 75% of the
acquisition value from the earlier proposed 70%.

o Sieh BTG THIT T HeTHT AT T Tg ol FEATAT 70% & FgTehT JiTerargor

Hed HI 75% F CAT AT B |

* The remaining 25% of the acquisition cost must be funded by the acquirer
through internal accruals or fresh equity issuance.

« Q1Y 25% TR ITRATEUTeRT I ITTRF HHTLAT AT 7S FFacr ST T STereir
g1t

* These revisions aim to provide greater flexibility to banks while ensuring
prudent risk management in acquisition financing.

* 3T TRMEIAT P Se e T WA JaIere S=11¢ T gV Sohf 1 1ferh
STEITIeT TeTel ¢ |

Ques: Who has been appointed as the Chairman of GIFT City by the
Government of Gujarat?

ISRICT TR @RI Free TS o e & &9 7 et g frar a2

A) Hasmukh Adhia /Wm
B) Uday Kotak / 3T Hicsh

C) Shaktikanta Das / QTederld &g
D) Rajeev Jain / TSd SieT

E) Ajay Seth / 315TT 66

Answer: Option B




Explanation / SITET:

e The Government of Gujarat appointed Uday Kotak as the Chairman of
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City Company Ltd (GIFT City).

» IR TP o 3T PIceh I ISRTd el PISed coh-[HT HTell
fafAes (GIFT City) T BIRHA g foha|

e Uday Kotak is the Founder and Director of Kotak Mahindra Bank.

o 3 Flewh Afgar dar & FEas vg fAcere g |

e He replaced Hasmukh Adhia in this position.

« 3o $H UG TN FHH 0T &7 T foram|

e As per the resolution of the Urban Development Department of Gujarat, he
will assume charge with immediate effect.

» TSI o AR T FAHTIT o TEATa o ITHR, A cTeehlel T W IGHR
IGUT HAT|

Ques: Which bank was fined X63.60 lakh by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
for non-compliance with regulatory norms?

fA TR ATICST T UTeleT 7 i¥el 9T RBI S@RT X63.60 ST T S[ATST b
e 9T eI I

A) Bank of Maharashtra /aﬁ?%w

B) DCB Bank / SIHTST dh

C) CSB Bank / WU s

D) Punjab & Sind Bank / IoTTe TS {8 doh

E) Indian Overseas Bank / ST3JeT 3TaR&IoT Sh

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SIIET:

* Reserve Bank of India imposed monetary penalties on three banks for non-




compliance with its regulatory guidelines.

o IR RS 8 (RBI) & fFamahrT eRm-fAdel &1 uree o e Il
Sepl IR Ao STATT ST |

e A fine of X32.50 lakh was imposed on Bank of Maharashtra.

* S 3T AFRTSE T X32.50 TG T STATAT ST I1AT|

* A penalty of X29.60 lakh was imposed on DCB Bank.

« ST S T %29.60 T T STHTEAT o117 1T |

e The highest penalty of X63.60 lakh was imposed on CSB Bank.

« HeH 3170 X63.60 TG FHT JTATAT HITHST e T FITAT AT

* The penalties were related to non-compliance with RBI’s regulatory norms.

« 3 g3l S[ATS RBI & TAATHDIT ATACST b Seeitied & e feid U

Ques: Punjab National Bank (PNB) announced which themed half marathon
to honour the Indian Armed Forces and promote fitness?

ISITS 12Tl Sah (PNB) oF HIRATT H2AET Fell 3l HFHTT ¢a1 3R fhead i
deIar & & o foha e 3menRa g1 FRU i gy e

A) PNB Fit India Run / SYTss the 33T T

B) PNB Veer Run / YTUTdT §R I

C) PNB Soldierathon 2026 / YT AleaRTAT 2026

D) PNB National Pride Marathon /Wﬁ%mmﬂvm
E) PNB Unity Run / 9YUeTslY JfAET o

Answer: Option C

Explanation / <IT&EAT:

* Punjab National Bank (PNB) announced the ‘PNB Soldierathon 2026’, a
themed half marathon, at its Corporate Office in Dwarka, New Delhi.

o GSTTS AQTcT deh (PNB) o GaReT, 715 [Geall [€Ud 379el 9T R H




A ITUTRA 8T FTYUT ‘PNB TloaT2TeT 2026’ ehT BIYUTT T |

¢ The initiative aims to honour the Indian Armed Forces.

« 3 Ul T 30T AR TURA Sl ol TFATA Soll ¢ |

e It also seeks to promote fitness and a healthy lifestyle among citizens.

o Ig AT H fhead 31T Taed Shaaiel &Y gerar & o1 3 9= &hear
gl

e The event encourages discipline, national pride, and stronger community
engagement.

« TE ITTATSTT 3T, TE 31X 3R AHGIRIF Tgenarar & dcarfed

AT & |
* The Soldierathon is part of PNB’s Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives and supports nation-building efforts.

o OTeoRTATeT PNB I hake TTHITSIR 3RS (CSR) Ul ol fgear & 3R
IS¢ [AATOT & 91T T GHYT AT ¢ |

Ques: What did the Ministry of Finance state regarding Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) equity inflows into India’s banking sector in FY 2024-25?

o a¥ 2024-25 F a1 87 7 TeT AR fA3er (FDI) 3TFaEY waTg AT
e FaTer o = FET?

A) It increased sharply compared to FY23 / FY23 ﬁWﬁsﬂﬁﬂH@?
B) It remained unchanged from FY23 / Jg FY23 ?W@'W

C) It declined significantly compared to FY23 / FY23 ﬁ@mﬁ'sﬂﬁ' xR
frae 3ms

D) It crossed USD 1 billion /Ig 1 maﬁﬁﬁﬁm@mﬁw

E) Data was not disclosed / 3Tehs ST TaT TehUT T

Answer: Option C

Explanation | SIT&EAT :




e The Ministry of Finance stated that FDI equity inflows into the banking
sector declined to USD 115 million in FY 2024-25, compared to USD 898
million in FY 2022-23.

o T HATerT & 31TAN, dAfehar &7 7 FDI gTobarél WarTg FY 2024-25 H T
115 TATORIST 3TARERT ST I8 71T, TR FY 2022-23 H I 898 TATORIT e’

a7

* FDI inflows include equity inflow, equity capital of unincorporated bodies,
re-invested earnings, and other capital.

« FDI raTg & gFad foraer, sifafarafad et i sfFady geit, gafeafra
31, 31T 3 Gl QAT BIeiT 5 |

e Among public sector banks, State Bank of India recorded the highest foreign
shareholding.

o ATdoTTeleh &1 & bl H HRANT T S (SBI) H Ta 318 el
MR AT T T IS |

* This foreign shareholding includes investments from:

— Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) / &1 faeei Aaer

— Foreign Portfolio Investors / Foreign Institutional Investors (FPI/FIl) / facelr
GIChIfera/EEAreTd fAaeres

— Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) / 3ifaardt IR

e As per the Reserve Bank of India Master Directions on ‘Acquisition and
Holding of Shares or Voting Rights in Banking Companies’, prior RBl approval is
mandatory for acquiring 5% or more of the paid-up capital of a banking
company.

« RBISh ‘3T #1391 # X I HAGT JTEPR] 3 HETETT Vel EIROT
Herell AT TAERIT & 3eTHR, Fe e ohr erell Yol T 5% AT 36N 31fe
HTRIEUT YA o TeIT RBI 1 9 JeTATT AT B

Rankings with their foreign Shareholding :

1 State Bank of India - 11.07%
2 Canara Bank - 10.55%
3 Bank of Baroda - 9.43%




4 Union Bank of India - 7.48%
5 Punjab National Bank - 5.85%

Ques: According to a report by State Bank of India (SBI), what percentage of
India’s agricultural exports to the United States will now face zero tariff?

TeT A T 33T (sB1) T RUIE & ITAR, XA & AR I gl ATl HY
foralTer T forcTetT GTAIRICT 31T YT {[e<h (Zero Tariff) ST 18T WTCcT A2

A) 50%
B) 60%
C) 65%
D) 70%
E) 75%

Answer: Option E

Explanation / SITEAT:

e According to a report by State Bank of India (SBI), nearly 75% of India’s
agricultural exports to the United States will now face zero tariff.

o TT doh AT 3137 (SBI) T RUIE & HTAR, HARERT T HR & o1 75%
Y AT T 3 Lo Yoeh M|

e Agricultural products worth $1.36 billion will get access to the US market
with zero additional duty.

* $1.36 3R SToR Hod o IV ScUTal &l HANHT A 91 AR Yook
qaer fAE|

* Products worth $1.035 billion are assured zero reciprocal tariff treatment.
¢ $1.035 3R STo Hed & 3cUTGT Sl [T IR R$ Qﬁ (reciprocal tariff)
FTIMI TS B

* This move strengthens India’s agricultural trade surplus of around $1.3 billion
with the United States.

« Ig heH AP & TTY HRA & T3 $1.3 IR & HiY AR AT T
HR AT AT |




e The zero-tariff access is expected to improve price competitiveness and
boost export volumes.

o e Yook ATEAT A HRA Scarer hr P gfaeae’ 3R fard ArEr A
Jef gl I 3FIE B

Major Beneficiary Sectors / qufI;@FlTSHTQﬁ SER

Rice:

— US global rice imports stand at $1.378 billion, with imports from India at
S341 million.
— The US rice import market share of India is 24.7%.

— TTAeT: AT T Fel ATl AT $1.378 3RS &, STTH HRA A $341
fafoTe &1 3maTa 81aT & 3IR IR &1 fTierT 24.7% £

Fishery Sector:

— US global imports of fish and aquatic invertebrates are valued at $18.84
billion.
— Imports from India amount to $1.8 billion, giving India a 9.6% share.

— HcEg &1: AT T el I $18.84 IR &, TSI 7R & $1.8 3R T
3T 8T & 3R BT 8erT 9.6% & |

Tea, Coffee and Spices:

— US global imports are $14.02 billion, with India exporting $396 million.
—India’s share stands at 2.8%.

— 7Y, ShIthT 3R FATC: AT T el AT $14.02 3RS &, TFHGH 9RT @
$396 TRTEIST T 3T 8laT § 3R BTAERT 2.8% & |

Overall Agricultural Trade Position /Wagfﬁ'c?illml Fufa:

* Across selected categories, total US agricultural imports are $81.95 billion.
e Imports from India amount to $2.89 billion, giving India an overall share of
3.5%.

o T ATOTAT & IANHT T Sl HIY ITATT $81.95 IR 8, [T 3R &




$2.89 31X T AT BIcT & 3R Fo REAGHY 3.5% &

Ques: Which organization introduced a Braille-enabled Premier Credit Card
to support visually impaired users in India?

£ eI IUAMIHATIAT & AT sTol-HaTH AT Hisc F1s fvg Fearar aer
forar?

A) State Bank of India (SBI) / HIRAIT ¥ dh

B) Punjab National Bank (PNB) / oIS SA2TeTol Seh

C) BOBCARD Limited (Bank of Baroda) / STtaehrs faf@ies (S 3% Fgien)
D) HDFC Bank / TISIUHAT dh

E) ICICI Bank / TSEISHINTS Sh

Answer: Option C

Explanation | <IT&AT :

e BOBCARD Limited, the credit card arm of Bank of Baroda, introduced a
Braille-enabled version of its Premier Credit Card at an event held in Manipal,
Karnataka.

o Sop 31T T3ieT FI hfse FI1S TS BOBCARD fdfdes of Fedlees & AT &
AT PRIHH H Sol-TeTH NTHIR hise 18 dled fhar|

e The card incorporates Braille elements to help visually impaired users
identify and use the card with greater ease and confidence during everyday
transactions.

« 3T AS A oo e A v ae §, 5aa eeaf®a 3uaererdr s
JleT-2T H TS 1 3T 3T 3cATIaTg & 12T UgdTeT § 3YANIT T Toh |

e |t also provides accelerated rewards on travel, lifestyle, dining, and
international transactions.

Aea gl




e The card offers travel benefits, including complimentary domestic airport
lounge access and curated lifestyle privileges.

« TS 7 B[ §aTS 33T o IT3af 1 fo:¢eeh Fiam 3R faAY arshEerse
e ot enfAeT 81

Braille-Enabled Card Providers in India | 3TRd & STol-9&TH IS YerdT

* Punjab National Bank (PNB)
— PNB Braille Credit Card (Credit Card)
— First major bank to launch a dedicated Braille Credit Card (December 2025).

— SA-TETH GHTIT hS¢ TS dled Tlet aTell Ugell ST S |

e BOBCARD Limited / Bank of Baroda

— bob inSIGHT Debit Card (Debit Card)

— Features tactile dots and a rounded notch for orientation.

— UgIel g TULAIY Sied 3R U333 =Arel hr giaer|

e State Bank of India (SBI)

— Braille Debit Card (Debit Card)

— Provides Braille-enabled cards on request for visually impaired account
holders.

— TSR WIATERERT &l IR TR Sol-HETH S SUelet Il & |

Ques: What was the year-on-year (YoY) growth in Currency in Circulation
(CiC) in January 2026?

STeTaT 2026 3 TeIeleT H FT (CiC) T HIA-EI-AT (YoY) Fftr FRcel T

A) 5.3%
B) 8.5%
C) 9.7%
D) 11.1%
E) 14.4%

Answer: Option D




Explanation / SOT&EAT :

e Currency in Circulation (CiC) touched a record high of X40 lakh crore for the
month ending January 2026.

« STeTaY 2026 T FHTCA HTg H Telelel H T (CiC) 40 T FS & RIS
TR R IgT TG

e CiC registered a year-on-year growth of 11.1%, significantly higher than 5.3%
recorded in January last year.

* CiC # 11.1% T ATT-EI-HTS J& & col ol 315, STefeh Sl a¥ S8 ATE T8
5.3% 27|

e On a year-to-date (YTD) basis, CiC increased by X2.76 lakh crore, which is
about 3.11 times higher than the increase during the same period last year.

» T-J-ARIG (YTD) TR W CiC H 22.76 1T FI5 H Jef g3, S ol a¥
hY FAT 37t & ofarstar 3.11 I[1 31fR B

* Despite the rise in cash usage, the cash-to-GDP ratio declined to 11% in FY26
(so far), compared to 14.4% in FY21, indicating deeper financialisation and
digital payments penetration.

o ARG Telel TGe1 o STd]C, FY26 (31 &) H 1ehe-Y-GDP e]dTd HEH

11% I 91T, ST FY21 H 14.4% 2AT|
e These findings were reported by SBI Research.

. ?JE'HWSBI Research aﬁmaﬁﬁwa’m%l

Ques: Who released the latest edition of “Trade Watch Quarterly” for Q2 FY
2025-26 (July-September 2025)? Q2 FY 2025-26 (S[eI$—Aca} 2025) & forw

3 AT FATCTel” T AdNTTH TITHIOT fohdel STRY fham?

A) Amitabh Kant / 3TTHdTT Sid

B) Rajiv Kumar/Tlx_rﬂ_dSW'lT

C) Suman Bery/ﬁﬂ?faﬂ'

D) Sanjeev Sanyal / G<ild Qre=dTel

E) Arvind Panagariya / 3RTd¢ 9aTariear




Answer: Option C

Explanation | SITEAT:

e The latest edition of “Trade Watch Quarterly” for Q2 FY 2025-26 was
released by Suman Bery, Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog.

e Q2 FY 2025-26 o ToIU “¢3 ard FATCIell” T Ad oI JEHIUT T AT
3UTegeT GHA ST SaRT STRY feham arm|

e The report notes that global trade growth has moderated but remains
positive, with services trade outperforming goods trade.

STET HaT SAMIR ¥ SATIR ¥ J6eR TG+ HY @I &

e India’s trade expansion in Q2 FY26 was driven by export-led momentum,
with services and merchandise exports growing by around 8.5%, faster than
imports.

e Q2 FY26 H IR T IR faear [ara-3menRa a1ifa & Tanferd @1, STal
GaT 3R & T ST 8.5% ¢, Sl AT Jef&r & 37Teren 7|

e The report highlights India’s increasing alignment with regional value chains
and new trade corridors.

» RETE & &1 dog AT 3R AT AR IART & T HRA & TGt TehiehioT

U 912l STT AT § |

e E-commerce exports, though currently modest, are projected to contribute
20-30% of India’s merchandise exports by 2030.

o S-HIAY AT T & AAT 8, AfeheT 2030 o R o a&q] AT &
20-30% TSI Cial T AT ¢ |

e Electronics exports grew nearly fivefold between 2016 and 2024 to reach
USD 42.1 billion, with India’s global electronics demand share growing at a
CAGR of 17.2%, far above the global average of 4.4%.

* 2016 § 2024 & &< ST oTerd T ATl oTaT$TaT TIel I[AT SGehY 42.1 3RS
3rARET STeR &Y 31T, et 3faeh Solaeiiatad HdT H AR I fTTeRT
17.2% CAGR T §¢¥, it afRaer 310 4.4% @ g1 31k g




Ques: NPCI extended the ‘UPI One World’ wallet service for international
visitors attending which event?

NPCI o “‘UPI One World’ dTele HaT T [aEdR fohd RIshA H HIeT olel aTe)
IHARTSET HTTTH & forw foram?

A) G20 Summit 2026 / G20 @R FFAelT 2026

B) India Al Impact Summit 2026 / 33T Al SFUeFe GTAT 2026
C) Digital India Conference 2026 / f3fStcer sf3ar &A=t 2026
D) Vibrant Gujarat Summit 2026 / ATSsIC ISRIT HAC 2026

E) World Economic Forum 2026 / a?ésaﬂa‘ﬁﬁastmm 2026

Answer: Option B

Explanation / SIT&AT :

e National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has extended the ‘UPI One
World’ wallet service for international visitors from 40+ countries.

e National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) o 40 ¥ AAH R &
3TERRTSEI 3MTITIhi o feTT “UPI One World’ dTele JaT T faecX fehar g

e This facility is specifically available for attendees of the India Al Impact
Summit 2026, held from 16—-20 February 2026 in New Delhi.

. ?ZIE'QEID'%UI' 16-20 HIAN 2026 & GRTT 713 fGeell H AN India Al Impact
Summit 2026 H 73T olel dTel ! & foIT ST & |

e Under this pilot initiative, foreign travellers can make seamless, secure, real-
time Person-to-Merchant (P2M) payments using UPI while staying in India.

* 3 UTIeIE Tg el o cgdt facM AT 8- # Tg<t §U Heot, Fiae 3R Rarer-
CISH Person-to-Merchant (P2M) UPI WWW%I

e The initiative aims to promote digital payments, showcase India’s fintech
leadership, and enhance convenience for inbound tourists and global
delegates.

* S Ug I ey TB3TSIeel $13TcleT Sl SGTaT o, $TR I fOhaieeh &THAT
TR &t 3R faeRit adeshi @ dRaw wfafafeat fr glaurseen g




Ques: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) granted final approval to Bain Capital
affiliates to acquire joint control and up to what percentage stake in
Manappuram Finance?

AT Ratd S (RBI) 7 3o e T HgAleh SHufardl I AVTORHA Brgerd
H G TAG0T AR TRAA Tttt Ticrere RV g1l et b1 3ifcie
HoQrar

A) 26%
B) 33%
C) 41.66%
D) 49%
F) 51%

Answer: Option C

Explanation | SITEAT:

* The Reserve Bank of India has granted final approval to affiliates of Bain
Capital to acquire joint control and up to 41.66% stake in Kerala-based
Manappuram Finance.

o AR NI deh o deT hitee S Tttt SHufardt sl el [Eud AUToRH
IS H TYercT AT N HTURAH 41.66% TEEACRT §TIES et T A
AU AR

e This approval clears the way for the completion of Bain Capital’s 4,385 crore
investment in the gold loan-focused NBFC.

o SH HY ¥ 7MTes oile I shiged NBFC H T ShUeel & 34,385 05 & A9
T FTIT JRIE G|

e Bain Capital was founded in 1984 and is headquartered in Boston,
Massachusetts, USA.

o ST ShUeol hT TATIAT 19843§r§§%ﬁ3ﬂT$H¢| HETeY SIEe, Hargded,
ARSI H AT

e Manappuram Finance was originally founded in 1949 and is headquartered
at Valapad in the Thrissur district of Kerala.




» FUTCYRH IS T FeT TATIAT 1949 H &5 A IR SHHAT HTITTT el
e el & aamas 7 Rua &

e It is a Non-Deposit Accepting Loan Company and is classified as a Systemically
Important Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC-ND-SI).

o I U IR-FTHAT TATHR I dTell T HhaiT & 3 ST JUTTeleTd 9 F
HEcaqUT AX-Afeher faefrr st (NBFC-ND-SI) & &9 7 gefiehct faham arar 1

* Deepak Reddy assumed charge as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Manappuram Finance on August 1, 2025.

» E19eh TS & 1 3TE 2025 T HUTOYLH IS o HET HhRT HTUHRT
(CEO) ST UGHR HHTCI |

Ques: NPCI has partnered with which company to advance its sovereign Al
model for digital payments?

NPCI & T3fSTeet $[aTcrTet & forT HiaReT Al ATSe i 319 S¢1a) 8] g Shvfett o
T TSGR $r g?

A) Nvidia / TaTaIfsar
B) Google /?{Eﬂﬂ
C) Microsoft / HIBWT’W

D) IBM / 3TTSUH
E) Amazon / AT

Answer: Option A

Explanation / SOT&ET :

e National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has partnered with Nvidia to
scale and advance a sovereign Al model for India’s digital payments ecosystem.

* NPCl o $1R & TSTTeet $[aTclleT SohiTaEeH o Tl iaveT Al AlSeT i
faerfaa 3R faTdRa 3 & Nvidia & AT AT Hr 8|

e The initiative focuses on building Al capabilities aligned with India’s




regulatory framework and data sovereignty requirements.

o Ig Yg ol R T AATHRI cqae T 3 ST AT ITaRIhcI31 & HTET
Al &THAT3T & AT aT higa g1

e NPCI will leverage Nvidia’s advanced Al and accelerated computing
platforms, including Nvidia Nemotron models.

e NPCI, Nvidia & 3eoTd Al 3iX accelerated computing TITHhIH, S Nvidia

Nemotron ATSeH, ST IYNIT H3M|

* The collaboration aims to enhance trust, resilience, security, and efficiency in
large-scale real-time payment systems.

o SH TGN T 32T 93 YAT T RIA-STSH $[ITcT=T JoTferal 7 14,
TdTeITTe, FI&T 3R &7 Y Holed P& |

Ques: What key change has the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced
regarding Default Loss Guarantees (DLGs) for non-bank lenders?

R Rerd 8 (RBI) o IR-J Foreran3it & faw Bwiee &g IRET (DLG)
Y I lol-AT FHE Tolld T 62

A) Banned the use of DLGs permanently / DLG o 3UTeT X TUTA gyfdeer
[SEAR

B) Allowed DLGs only for banks, not NBFCs / DLG Wéﬁ?ﬁ'@ﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁ,
NBFCs o ToIT Agr

C) Restored the use of DLGs for NBFCs in loan loss provisioning / NBFCs &l 0T
gIfeY YTeTel 3 DLG AT it hr 31e1ATaT &

D) Increased the cap on DLGs to 10% of loan portfolio / DLG &hT HTHT 10% doh

EEE

E) Allowed DLGs only for government-backed fintechs / DLG haof GIhRT
AT fhereerd o ferw 3rgaAfa &

Answer: Option C




Explanation | SITEAT:

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has restored the use of Default Loss
Guarantees (DLGs) for non-bank lenders, reversing its curbs imposed in May
2025.

o (TR RTd I (RBI) =¥ #2025 H SI9MT 1T YTATET hT ITIH ¥t §U IR-
o FOTGTAT3T & ToIT [3thiee i ITRET (DLG) & 3UANIT ol SgTel I AT 5

e Under the revised framework, NBFCs can again factor in DLGs while
calculating loan loss provisions, and the changes take effect immediately.

o TAMTAT ST & d&T NBFCs 37 KT &TTeT UTTTeT hT IT0TAT H DLG hY 2MMTAT
Y Hehell & X g STTEUT T FATaT gialT|

e The guarantee must be an integral part of the loan arrangement and cannot
be treated as a separate standalone protection.

» TG TR HUT SHAEAT I 3 oot TGEAT Bl AT 3 3 37elaT GR&TT
&G H g1 AT SATTIT|

* Loss estimates must be updated every time the DLG is invoked, as the level
of protection reduces with each utilisation.

* Icd%h SR DLG & 3TN W §1feT 3TeTHIeA T TIST AT g1, Feh &1
39T o AT FR&T Tecl ST &

e DLGs are risk-sharing mechanisms widely used in digital lending and co-
lending models, usually capped at 5% of the loan portfolio and often backed by
fixed deposits from fintech partners.

o DLG SITRH-TTSITRI0T dF 8, St Bfoied oifser 3k gg-wmor Al &
HTATIT: 39T fRT ST &, 3TAAR I 0T Gewhiferdt & 5% do @fAd gld
g 3R 3R fheiea HrefieRT &1 fheres RBuifoic @ @Al gid gl

e Earlier, in May 2025, RBI had required NBFCs to exclude fintech-provided

DLGs from provisioning calculations, leading to higher credit costs and reduced
profitability.

o SOY Ug HS 2025 F RBI ¥ NBFCs &Y YTTHITeT IT0TAT & fohelceh-Uee DLG &l
18X W1 T f1der feam a1, T9ad shise dreTd dof 3R aretsear # TR

37TS Y|




Ques: Why has SEBI constituted a working group recently?

SEBI &1 §TeT & 7 HIaeg a1 a1fod fmar &2

A) To regulate cryptocurrency exchanges / fopceten Y Taa<r &t fafaafaa
el & Tl

B) To review the framework for ESG Rating Providers / ESG IfeEaT geransii o
oI T HHIGT & TolT

C) To revise mutual fund taxation rules / Wgﬁﬁ%’ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂ?
fow

D) To promote IPO listings / IPO foif&car &I ggrar ¢t & ToiT

E) To regulate commodity markets / FAITSET IR o AfAIAT - & e

Answer: Option B

Explanation / SIT&EAT :

e Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has constituted a dedicated
working group to review the regulatory framework for ESG Rating Providers
(ERPs).

o AR wfdsfa 3R fafaw S (SeBI) A ESG AT T3 (ERPS)
foaTaeh BT sht HHET o ToIT Ueh [aQIY ShrIHeg ol aToeT fhar gl

e The move follows feedback from market participants regarding ESG rating
practices.

o Jg e H ST AT & Ured Hisde & §1¢ 33T AT |

e The panel includes representatives from issuers, investors, domestic & global
ERPs, ESG analysts, legal experts, and academia.

o 38 Yool H 3331Y, AT, Te] T AT ERPs, ESG [ARATh, Slefeil
fadwat 3R Rremfaet  gfafafer enfAer g

e The group will review existing regulations, assess global developments, and
recommend measures to enhance transparency and reliability in ESG ratings.

o UE HIAFH HAlSIET [ATHT hr HH1ET HaT, dRaeh deprd a1 3Tehelst shiam
31 ESG YEaT A URERIAT 3R faead=igdr sere & 3urg geiear|




Ques: Indian Overseas Bank (I0OB) expanded its start-up focused banking
network by launching exclusive branches in which cities?

$T3ae 3Na ST 8 (10B) & TeIE-319 g SThar Acas & faear fFa
QT 1 TR Qra@d Q& e fRam?

A) Chennai, Hyderabad, Pune / ﬁﬁlé, %HTIEI'I?.'\', T?T

B) Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru / feeel, Jfl;Telé, W

C) Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Jaipur / STelenldT, IIEHGIEIE, EEEN

D) Kochi, Trivandrum, Coimbatore / aﬁ%r, %wﬁ?lgm, Eﬁl’&’@@\?
E) Noida, Gurugram, Faridabad /?-ITQET, W, BTG

Answer: Option B

Explanation | SITEAT:

e Indian Overseas Bank has expanded its dedicated Start-up Banking Network
by launching exclusive start-up focused branches in Delhi, Mumbai, and
Bengaluru.

« 33T 3TN e o fereell, Heg 3T ST A faRAY Fere-319 Higd
MGV & Fleh T FTE-379 dfhaT seaeh 1 faear fhar g

e This expansion builds on the success of its first start-up focused branch in
Chennai, which was launched in June 2024.

» Ig TaEAR SeT 2024 H deaTs H Y& T TS Tgoll TTE-379 AT hT Fohelcll
o 3TeTRA B

e The initiative was announced on the occasion of the 90th Foundation Day of
Indian Overseas Bank.

o Ig Ug e ST INITHIST b & 90d TATIAT fGad o 3raaT oY aifdd hr
TS|

» These specialised branches offer a tailored Startup Current Account with
benefits such as waiver of Quarterly Average Balance (QAB) for the first 18
months.

o 37 TIAY ATET3T H TeTe-37F & foIv Ay e 3/an3e 39y g, for g




Ug 18 HEHA! oieh fAATeY 3itaed Ay Tfr (QAB) A BT & oS &

e Additional features include 200 free cheque leaves per month and free NEFT,
RTGS, and IMPS transactions.

o 37farRera Giaemsit 7 ufc 716 200 fo: 2ok T Tt 3R f¥:3[ek NEFT, RTGS
AT IMPS oleT-¢oT eMfAT & |

* The bank also launched ‘IOB Gram Sweekar’, a rural outreach programme
aimed at strengthening credit delivery, enhancing financial literacy, and
ensuring universal access to flagship banking products.

« S =¥ |0B FATH FATHY #ATH ATHIUT Fueh hdisha 811 & fohar &, foraenT
3E8RT R OT TATROT & HT e, T ATeRer Serer iR vy Sferar
mﬁmmqg’agﬁﬁmm%l

e Under this initiative, IOB has adopted 90 Gram Panchayats across 14 districts
in Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

* ST UE o gl 10B o AfATATZ 3R el o 14 [STel 7 90 I Tyl bl
e for=ar gl

Ques: What is the key impact of the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) new
lending norms for capital market intermediaries effective from April 1?

1 37T & THTEY RBI o 7T 0T AT T Yol SToT HETEUT I 41 9@
TSI ISaM?

A) Banks can freely lend for brokers’ proprietary trading / g ST & TaT oh
¢S & foITw T3 &9 8 HOT S Gehal

B) Unsecured loans to stock brokers are permitted /ﬁﬁmﬁﬁm?ﬂ@
HOT &at &1 IeTAT greft

C) All credit to securities firms must be fully collateral-backed /‘;lﬁaﬂj%f

YT s T 12T §T 0T A G STHTT-3MUTR gram

D) Bank guarantees for proprietary trades need no cash collateral /Eﬂ'EI'I?;ﬁ
23 & o I ITREY & FAehe, FTHTAT I 3TIRTHdT 8! 813y

E) Commodity brokers are exempted from the new norms / HAITSET SR BT




AUTATAT A B &S &

Answer: Option C

Explanation | SITEAT:

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened lending norms for capital
market intermediaries, including stock and commodity brokers involved in
proprietary trading.

o IRAIT RSTd S (RBI) o AITSEIT ¢T39T H o191 T€ieh 3R HATSET st
afed Goi aTeiR AegEdl & faw o1 ffgs ged X Ru |

e Under the new prudential framework, all loans to securities firms must be
fully backed by collateral, eliminating unsecured exposure to speculative
activities.

o U HITUTHATYOT ST & TG TTcTfcl ShUTe1aT ohl TEAT IAT Fedeh 0T T
oRE STHAT & FRI&T 81T Jar 819, TSI HeeTersh Mafaferat 7 foar
IRCT SNTEH AT BI9TT|

e Banks are prohibited from lending for brokers’ own-account (proprietary)
trading or for investments made by brokers.

o SopT Y ST ST T HT 397 AT 37k AT & T Kot A yfaea®@a T
IFRIERIES

e Bank guarantees issued for proprietary trades must be fully secured, with at
least 50% collateral in cash and the remaining portion in cash equivalents or
government securities.

o AT ¢35 & TAT TR deh IR A e T gl e e, ‘Srad e 4
S 50% STHTI ofeha, H 3R AW oAehe; HHGHET AT AIHRT T gfaar H gl

e These measures aim to curb excessive risk-taking by capital market
intermediaries and strengthen financial stability.

* Sof 3UTAT ol 366 Yail STolR HLIEUT GaRT T eeh SIEH ofed T Aeh
AT 3R faeTr FEREr A AT =T & |




Ques: From which date are bank loans to the National Cooperative
Development Corporation (NCDC) for on-lending to cooperative societies
eligible for Priority Sector Lending (PSL) classification?

o Ay & Tepr AR 1 3iia-oifEar & fow Isdrr geahily R
{9 (NCDC) Y Sohi GERT Feliehe Ul I ATATHRT &7 0T (PSL) & FT H
qafiep e I 82

A) 1 April 2025 / 1 3Tl 2025
B) 1 July 2025 / 1 STeTTS 2025
C) 19 January 2026 / 19 STeTa<T 2026
D) 1 April 2026 / 1 3791 2026
E) 26 January 2026 / 26 STeTa<l 2026

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SIIEAT:

¢ The Reserve Bank of India, in consultation with the Government of India,
announced that loans sanctioned by banks to the National Cooperative
Development Corporation for on-lending to cooperative societies will be
eligible for Priority Sector Lending classification with effect from 19 January
2026.

o IRAT R 8 o 9IRT TSR & WAL A Tg G016 o Tgaprt
AT & HTe-el ST & forw I Tganrt Tashra fovere 1 Sl ganT few
ITT 3RUT 19 ST 2026 T UTATARAT & K0T & & H AT @iaT |

e This PSL classification applies to banks other than Regional Rural Banks,
Urban Cooperative Banks, Small Finance Banks, and Local Area Banks.

o g ITATH AT &1 FoTTehT0T &T1T FTHIUT siohi, AT TGHRT Sohl, THTST
IS sfehl 3R citehel TRAT el 9T SI13] 16T gla|
e Urban Cooperative Banks have been permitted to open new branches, and

their housing loan limit has been enhanced from 10% to 25% of total loans and
advances.

« YT HEHIT Fohl b TS QMETT Wieled T 3TTAT & 3T § FAT 3eTeh HTaTH




T 1 HIAT el H0T UG HTAAT & 10% H TG 25% FI AT 1S &

e The Banking Regulation Act has been amended to increase the tenure of
directors of Cooperative Banks from 8 years to 10 years.

o SfereT AfaTHsT JfAfATH & AT FT AgHRT Sl & TAS2ART AT HRIHTT
8 Y T IEThY 10 9Y & AT AT R |

e The National Urban Co-operative Finance and Development Corporation
Limited has been established as an umbrella organisation for Urban
Cooperative Banks to provide IT infrastructure and operational support.

o QTELT RN dohl o ol ITSET 3TqETTAT 3R TRATeIA TETIAT TSIl el
e TSI BT g ot Tl fashre fo¥erst foiffies &y eroar sy ars g |

e A Shared Services Entity named Sahakar Sarthi has been set up to provide
technological services to Rural Cooperative Banks, and these banks have been
included under the Integrated Ombudsman Scheme of RBI.

o JTHIUT PR Sehl I deheilehl HATU Gol o [oIT ‘TR AR AT#H TTST
AT FehTS TATTA Y 1S § AT 36 RBI Y Tehlehc @ilehuTer Alatell # QATHST
frar T gl

Ques : RBI has deferred implementation of Unique Transaction Identifier
(UTI) for OTC derivatives till which date?

RBI T OTC SRafeeH & fow UTI SI1e] it S THIHIAT fohd fafd den erel 82

A) January 1, 2026 / 1 STeTax} 2026

B) July 1, 2026 / 1 STeTTS 2026

C) January 1, 2027 / 1 SieTaxT 2027

D) March 31, 2027 / 31 AT 2027

E) December 31, 2026 / 31 fe@s¥ 2026

Answer: Option C

Explanation | SITEAT:




e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has deferred the implementation of the
Unigue Transaction Identifier (UTI) for all Over-the-Counter (OTC) derivatives
to January 1, 2027.

o AT Ra1d 3 (RBI) o Tl OTC SRATEeH & fow FfaAes gioterre 3m$sy
(UTI) ST &t T FHIHIAT 1 SFeTay 2027 & 9T &1 ¢

e The UTI system will help regulators obtain a comprehensive view of the OTC
derivatives market and enhance transparency.

o UTI 90Tl & = eT &t 0TC 3Rafecw sTaR i Goer SR urea gef
3R IREfYar s¢aft

e The mandate will apply to transactions entered into on or after January 1,
2027.

* Ig AT 1 SToTalT 2027 AT 38 §TE; fohT 91T lefeed TR AL g1l

e Currently, OTC transactions are reported to the Trade Repository managed
by Clearing Corporation of India Limited (CCIL-TR).

o IAHTT H OTC ol T Raifear Clearing Corporation of India Limited (CCIL-
TR) GaRT HaTfeld &3 Rulfoied #H & ST g |

e Covered instruments include rupee interest rate derivatives, forward
contracts in government securities, foreign currency derivatives, foreign
currency interest rate derivatives, and credit derivatives.

o SHH TUT 47T &Y sRAfeed, T Alasfadt 7 BRas Hiecac, fagel
Her sRafeew, fageh ger sarer e sRafeew 3R *ise sRafecw AT €]

Ques: DBS Bank Limited partnered with Visa to pilot agent-initiated
payments under which innovative payment framework?

ity s+ fafAcs A teic-sfARIves d3Hea & grgee & fav dier & aryr
forer STaleAY STITCATeT BTl oh g AISGRY I g2

A) Visa Secure Pay / 9T T8I O

B) Visa Token Service / AT lehe] VAT

C) Visa Intelligent Commerce (VIC) /mmaﬁﬂﬁ
D) Visa Direct / dTSIT SRS

E) Visa PayWave Al / dToTT 9dd TS




Answer: Option C

Explanation / SIT&ET:

e DBS Bank Limited, Southeast Asia’s largest lender, entered into a strategic
partnership with Visa to pilot agent-initiated payments under Visa Intelligent
Commerce (VIC).

« GIETUT-Ud TTRIAT & Hrd 3 Seh DBS ek [ATACS & dtall o 1Y Visa
Intelligent Commerce (VIC) ?WW—WW?W?W
0TI ISierT &

e With this initiative, DBS became the first issuer in the Asia-Pacific region to
operationalise real-world agentic commerce use cases.

o ST YT & TTY DBS TIAAT-YRIT &1 T Ugell TRIShdT I fordel arEddeh
i # Tolfeen shlAH SYART-ATHAT 1 <19 fehaT|

e Visa Intelligent Commerce (VIC) is a payment framework that enables Al
agents to securely initiate and complete transactions on behalf of consumers.

e Visa Intelligent Commerce (VIC) WWW%’ETEWHT@W@
Al ToTeH T FRTETT §9 H ef-SoT P& el 3N I i & HaTH ATl ¢ |

e Under the pilot, Al agents completed food and beverage purchases using

DBS/POSB credit and debit cards, with payments processed through secure,
issuer-approved flows.

o 3 UTIoIC & dgd Al TSicH sT DBS/POSB shise X 3fsre 1S o1 3uter
¥ WIe Ud U uerit T Tlie 1, foiereh ${arrer geiare 3R sTriehal-
TdIhd gfshan3il & AregH 4 fohu arv|

e Explicit customer consent was maintained throughout the transactions.

* T A&l o GRTT ATgeh T TUSE HE AT G TREc 1 S|




Ques: What is FiMI launched by NPCI?
NPCI SaRT cile=d fahaT 3T FiMI 3T 82

A) A new UPI payment app / Teh 7T UPI 9He T

B) A blockchain-based settlement system / scllehde] TR Jeode [ared
C) A domain-specific Al language model for payments / WW@'*%‘U
SIHA-TATAST Al HTST AlS el

D) A new digital wallet / U 937 RfSea aree

E) A credit scoring platform / Teh shise ThIaT CalethieT

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SITEAT:

e National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) launched FiMI (Finance Model
for India) at the India—Al Impact Summit 2026.

o 2T UHEH PRURLAT 3T SI3AT (NPCI) & India—Al Impact Summit 2026
3 FiMI (FTSeTE ATsel B 3733 dfea e

* FiMI is a domain-specific language model built specifically for India’s
payments ecosystem.

. FilegﬁﬂHﬁf@rwwﬁga%,%@Waﬁrwwﬁra;ﬁw
39y & & Aerfaa frarsrar g

* Developed in-house by NPCI, it addresses limitations of general-purpose
LLMs in high-scale, high-trust payment workflows.

« S8 NPCI & 3e1-813H Taen i foham § 3R I8 ATATT LLMs ol EAT3IT &1 o
YT 8, WY 3TT-EI 3R $RIAHE 7971l Sishan3it /|

e FiMI currently powers NPCI’s UPI Help Assistant, an Al-powered
conversational support system for UPI users.

e FiMI IaHTT 3 NPCI & UPI 8¢9 3TTAECE ! aTfold shidT g, ST UPI
3UARTHATIT & forTw Al 3TETRT HaTeTcds TETIaT YoTTell & |

e |t supports transaction dispute handling, mandate lifecycle management, and
regulatory queries.

o Jg oleT-3eT TIa1E AT, Hae Yaered 31 Aarahra ueaAt s gATeneT




FATE |

e The assistant currently supports English, Hindi, Telugu, and Bengali.

« Ig TATCT TAATA H 33ISM, oY, AT 3T T HTITHT T FHYT FIAT
gl

e Additional Indian languages will be added in the next 6—8 months to improve
accessibility.

* 3Tl 6-8 FEIAT 3 37 STRCATY HTSTV 3 SIS ST ATfeh g ST T
e |

Ques: Which entity received RBI approval to acquire up to 9.95% stake in
eight Indian banks?

for g AT Y 376 HARANT bl 7 9.95% deh REASHY 1A et & ToIT RBI
&1 For Al

A) HDFC Asset Management Company / TISIUHRET THT AASTHE hu=T

B) SBI Mutual Fund /Wﬂéa—‘a@mqﬁ

C) ICICI Prudential Asset Management Company / 3@3@3@9@@'&?
THT HASTHT e

D) Axis Asset Management Company / TTFgH THE HAoTHE el

E) Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Company / WH’%&T@EW
el

Answer: Option C

Explanation / SIIET:

e |CICI Prudential Asset Management Company, along with group entities of
ICICI Bank, received approval from the Reserve Bank of India to acquire up to
9.95% of the paid-up share capital or voting rights in eight Indian banks.

o JTSHIITSHIINS FSRITS THET AASTHT el 1 HTSHITSHIS 3 T g
hT geRTS T & Y TS HRATT Sehl 7 9.95% cfeh Yehell AT Yol IT HleTl




TR GTed A & felT RBI T HRT Al

e The banks covered under this approval are Bandhan Bank, City Union Bank,
Equitas Small Finance Bank, Federal Bank, IDFC First Bank, HDFC Bank, Karur
Vysya Bank, and RBL Bank.

$helol Sk, IDFC BES S, HDFC Soh, ST 32T ok 31X RBL Sk enfAeT &

e The approval is valid for one year and requires completion of major
shareholding within this period.

* Ig FHo[ll Toh a¥ & Tl atr § 31K 38 31afe & yoge Rehery gl e gref|
e The aggregate holding must remain below 9.95% at all times.

« ol TEEHCRY 8T AT 9.95% W A TG gl |

e |f the stake falls below 5% and is later increased again, fresh approval from
RBI will be mandatory.

o Ife TREUGRY 5% W =i FRAT & 3R a1¢ 7 vy 9618 ST g, AT RBI T =15
FLT ol J7fTard grem

Ques: What is the minimum FD amount required to obtain IDFC First Bank’s
Hello Cashback Credit Card?

IDFC FEC S & gell heldeh ShiSc IS & TT wgsTc# FD TR fohctel 82

A) 5,000

B) 10,000
C) 215,000
D) %25,000
E) 250,000

Answer: Option B

Explanation / <IT&EAT:

¢ |IDFC First Bank has launched the Hello Cashback Credit Card, an FD-backed
credit card.

o HTESSTHHT BEC b o goil ST sh1SC PIS olled [hT, ST FD-3TETRT




ShisC HIS g

* The card is aimed at first-time users and customers with no credit history.
o Jg TS Ugell IR ST olat drel IR foar hf3T fgEeY arel amgent & farw
ST AT & |

e Customers need to open a minimum FD of 10,000 to get the card.

o TEI I IS UTC el oh TolT hH A FHA 10,000 FY FD WieliT graf|

¢ The credit limit is 100% of the FD amount.

o shige fiffe FD T &1 100% BIafY|

* The card is issued on the RuPay network.

o UE FTS RuPay siedeh U STRY ThaT AT E |
e Founded: October 2015 | Headquarters: Mumbai | CEO: V. Vaidyanathan.

o TUTAT: 3eFa 2015 | HEAT: HES | T3 &Y. eI |

Ques: What was India’s factory-gate inflation (Wholesale Price Index — WPI)
in January 2026, as per data released by the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry?

STeTarl 2026 3 HC hr therd)-I1e FRaTTs (UNeh FHeT FThih — WPI) fhctair
8T, SiaT o arforsr 31 3T AT SaRT STRY 3THST H ST IT4T?

A) 0.95%
B) 1.25%
C) 1.81%
D) 2.40%
E) 3.20%

Answer: Option C

Explanation / <IT&EAT:

e India’s factory-gate inflation, measured by the Wholesale Price Index (WPI),
rose to 1.81% in January 2026, marking a 10-month high.

o (R T Bl AZS, [Y Uik Hed GIahich (WPI) & ATIT SATAT E,
STeTaRY 2026 H SGhT 1.81% BT IS, ST 10 AGAT &bl ITITH T &




e The data was released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
o Ig 3HTehs ATUTST 3R ST HATSII GaRT SR fhu aT|

e The rise in WPI inflation was mainly driven by:
— Pickup in food prices
— Sharp increase in core inflation

* WPI 3 &2 T 7T HROT Weh HIAdt 7 it 3R R AGS F
TSI TET |

* Food inflation increased to 1.4% in January 2026, after remaining flat on a
year-on-year basis in December 2025.

o WICT AGINS fGHR 2025 # EU T@oT & 91G STeAIY 2026 F TGHT 1.4% &1
TS|

e Core inflation (excluding food and fuel) rose sharply to 3.2% in January 2026.

o PR AGIS (W 3N &7 T BISHT) STl 2026 H Aol & @t 3.2% &Y
TS|

* The current WPI base year is 2011-12, and the upcoming GDP series with
base year 2022-23 will continue to use the existing WPI as deflators.

o ITHTST WPI ST 3TER a8 2011-12 & 3R 3RMHY 202223 TR a8 drell
GDP H@ell 7 3T WP ol 3ol & &9 H 3UANT foham SITeamm|




