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Ques: Axis Bank has partnered with which airline to launch co-branded travel
and lifestyle credit cards?

A) Air India
B) SpiceJet
C) Vistara
D) IndiGo

E) Akasa Air

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

» Axis Bank, India’s third-largest private sector bank, has partnered with IndiGo
(InterGlobe Aviation Limited) to launch two co-branded credit cards.

» The two cards are: IndiGo Axis Bank Credit Card and IndiGo Axis Bank Premium
Credit Card.

» The cards offer rewards through IndiGo’s loyalty programme “IndiGo BluChip”.

* IndiGo Axis Bank Credit Card has an annual fee of ¥799 (including GST) and targets
retail customers.

* IndiGo Axis Bank Premium Credit Card has an annual fee of ¥5,000 (including GST)
and is designed for affluent and frequent travellers.

» Both cards are available on RuPay Network and Visa Network.
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Ques: What is the total asset monetisation target under NMP 2.0 for FY26-FY30?

A) 10 lakh crore

B) ¥6 lakh crore

C) 12 lakh crore

D) ¥16.72 lakh crore
E) ¥20 lakh crore

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

» The Government has launched the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) 2.0 to
monetise assets worth ¥16.72 lakh crore during FY26—-FY30.

» The programme was launched by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

« NMP 2.0 is more than 2.6 times larger than NMP 1.0 and includes a 5.8 lakh crore
private sector investment component.

» Major sectors covered include Highways, MMLPs & Ropeways (34.42 lakh crore),
Power (¥2.76 lakh crore), Ports (32.63 lakh crore), Railways (32.62 lakh crore), and
Coal (¥2.16 lakh crore).

» The proceeds from monetisation will be used for capital expenditure and new
infrastructure creation, and revenues from central projects will flow to the Consolidated
Fund of India.
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Ques: Which digital payments platform has introduced biometric authentication
for UPI transactions up to ¥5,000?

A) Paytm

B) Google Pay
C) BHIM

D) Amazon Pay
E) PhonePe

Answer: Option E

Explanation:

* PhonePe has introduced biometric authentication for Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) transactions.

» Users can authorise payments using fingerprint authentication or facial recognition
within the app.

» Biometric authentication is applicable for UPI payments up to ¥5,000.

» Transactions above ¥5,000 will continue to require the UPI PIN as per regulatory
guidelines.

» The feature uses the smartphone’s native device-level security system and acts as a
second authentication factor, ensuring faster and secure payment authorisation.

» The objective is to reduce friction in digital payments, improve user convenience, and
strengthen transaction security through hardware-grade authentication.
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Ques: Which organisation provided a USD 197.67 million guarantee to Citibank
N.A. for supporting rooftop solar projects in India?

A) Asian Development Bank (ADB)

B) International Monetary Fund (IMF)

C) Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA)
D) International Finance Corporation (IFC)

E) New Development Bank (NDB)

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» A guarantee of USD 197.67 million was provided to Citibank N.A.

» The guarantee was given by the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA),
the guarantee arm of the World Bank Group (WBG).

» The tenure of the guarantee is five years.

» The objective is to support Citibank’s non-shareholder loan to the State Bank of India
(SBI).

» The loan will help refinance investments in India’s grid-connected Rooftop Solar
Photovoltaic (GRPV) systems.
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Ques: An EPF account is declared inoperative if there is no contribution for how
many consecutive months?

A) 12 months
B) 24 months
C) 30 months
D) 36 months
E) 48 months

Answer: Option D
Explanation:

 Ministry of Labour and Employment will auto credit ¥30.52 crore lying in 7.11 lakh
inoperative EPFO accounts.

» These accounts hold 31,000 or less per account.

* No documentation is required; only bank verification and Aadhaar-seeded account
confirmation are needed.

* Total inoperative EPFO accounts stand at 31.86 lakh, holding ¥10,903 crore.

» As per EPFO rules, an EPF account is declared ‘inoperative’ if no contribution is
received for 36 consecutive months.

» The move aims to benefit small subscribers and simplify fund access.
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Ques: Which bank organised a Facilitation Camp under the Salary Account
Package for Central Government Employees?

A) State Bank of India
B) Bank of Baroda

C) Punjab National Bank
D) Canara Bank

E) Union Bank of India

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» Punjab National Bank (PNB) organised a Facilitation Camp under its Salary Account
Package for Central Government Employees.

» The package offers a one-stop financial solution including banking services, debit &
credit card benefits, and insurance protection.

Insurance Coverage:

» Personal Accident Insurance (PAI): up to 1.5 crore

* Air Accident Insurance (AAIl): up to ¥2 crore

* Permanent Disability Cover (TPD/PPD): up to 1.5 crore

* Life Insurance: up to 320 lakh (with optional top-up)

» Comprehensive medical insurance for self & family
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Ques: Which firm has been appointed by IDFC First Bank to investigate the ¥590
crore fraud?

A) Deloitte

B) EY

C) PwC

D) KPMG

E) Grant Thornton

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

 IDFC First Bank has appointed KPMG as a forensic auditor to investigate a 590
crore fraud at its Chandigarh branch.

» The fraud involved Haryana government accounts and suspected collusion between
branch staff and external parties.

* Funds were allegedly diverted from a State government deposit account to external
beneficiaries.

» Forged cheques and irregular entries were reportedly cleared by branch employees.
» The Haryana government has withdrawn around ¥200 crore deposits and de-
empanelled the bank from State business.

» The bank’s stock plunged nearly 20% intraday after the fraud surfaced.

Y
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Ques: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released draft directions permitting
Authorised Dealer (AD) Category-l banks to undertake which type of derivative
contracts?

A) Currency Swaps

B) Interest Rate Futures

C) Non-Deliverable Derivative Contracts
D) Credit Default Swaps

E) Commodity Futures

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

* Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued draft directions allowing AD Category-I
banks to undertake Rupee Non-Deliverable Derivative Contracts (NDDCs).

» The move is expected to strengthen banking operations in GIFT City located in the
Gandhinagar—Ahmedabad Metropolitan Region.

What are NDDCs?

* Non-Deliverable Derivative Contracts are forex derivative instruments where no
physical exchange of currency takes place.

 Settlement is done in cash, usually in rupees or foreign currency.

» They are widely used by global investors to hedge currency risk.

Key Proposals in RBI Draft Framework

* Eligible participants include other AD banks, overseas entities, IFSC Banking Units
(IBUs), and Offshore Banking Units (OBUS).

» Transactions may be undertaken directly or through overseas branches on a back-
to-back basis.

» The framework also includes provisions related to IFSC presence, offshore electronic
trading platforms (ETPs), liberalisation of forex operations, and deployment of surplus
foreign currency funds.
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Ques: How much stake is the Government planning to sell in IRFC through
OFS?

A) 2%
B) 3%
C) 4%
D) 5%
E) 10%

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» The Centre will sell up to 4% stake in Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)
through an Offer For Sale (OFS).

» The stake sale is expected to raise around 5,500 crore.

» The OFS will take place over two days (Wednesday—Thursday).

» The government has fixed a floor price of ¥104 per share.

» The floor price is set at a 5% discount to the previous closing price.

» The disinvestment is part of the government’s asset monetisation and divestment
strategy.
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Ques: Which film won the Best Film award at the 79th BAFTAs?

A) Hamnet

B) Sinners

C) Sentimental Value

D) One Battle After Another
E) Mr. Nobody Against Putin

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

* One Battle After Another, directed by Paul Thomas Anderson, won the Best Film
award at the 79th British Academy Film Awards (BAFTAS) held in London.

» The film won a total of six awards, including Best Director, Adapted Screenplay,
Cinematography, and Editing.

« Jessie Buckley won Best Actress for her role in Hamnet, becoming the first Irish
performer to win in this category.

* Robert Aramayo won Best Actor for | Swear.

* Wunmi Mosaku won the Supporting Actress award for her role in Sinners.

» Sentimental Value won Best Film Not in English Language, and Mr. Nobody Against
Putin won Best Documentary.

* Donna Langley received the prestigious BAFTA Fellowship.
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Ques: GIFT City signed an MoU with which institute to strengthen financial
education and talent development?

A) IIM Ahmedabad

B) National Institute of Securities Markets (NISM)

C) Arun Jaitley National Institute of Financial Management (AJNIFM)
D) National Institute of Bank Management (NIBM)

E) RBI Academy

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Arun Jaitley National Institute of Financial Management
(AJNIFM).

* AJNIFM is located in Faridabad, Haryana and functions under the Ministry of
Finance (MoF).

» The partnership aligns advanced financial education with the evolving needs of
India’s only International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) at GIFT City.

» The collaboration aims to build a future-ready talent pipeline for global and cross-
border finance.
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Ques: What is the name of India’s first-ever National Counter Terrorism Policy
released by MHA?

A) SURAKSHA

B) PRAHAR SHIELD
C) SHATRU

D) RAKSHA

E) PRAHAAR

Answer: Option E

Explanation:

» The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has released India’s first-ever National Counter
Terrorism Policy and Strategy titled PRAHAAR.

» The policy states that India faces terrorist threats across water, land and air domains.
* It highlights risks from cross-border sponsored terrorism, cyber-attacks by criminal
hackers, and threats from nation-states.

» The policy identifies threats from both state and non-state actors, including global
terror outfits.

* PRAHAAR outlines measures to safeguard critical sectors such as power, railways,
aviation, ports, defence, space, and atomic energy.

» The document emphasizes that terrorism is not linked to any specific religion,
ethnicity, or nationality and also lists key agencies responsible for counter-terrorism
tasks.
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Ques: Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve (USTR), where the “Hornbill Restaurants”
project has been launched, is located in which state?

A) Odisha

B) Madhya Pradesh
C) Maharashtra

D) Jharkhand

E) Chhattisgarh

Answer: Option E

Explanation:

» Chhattisgarh is transforming the Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve into a sanctuary for
the Malabar Pied Hornbill through an initiative called “Hornbill Restaurants.”

» The project involves planting large clusters of fruit-bearing trees to ensure a year-
round food supply for the “Near Threatened” Malabar Pied Hornbill.

» Key tree species include Peepal, Banyan, and other Ficus species.

 Six “Hornbill Restaurants” are being developed. One is already operational in the
Sornammal area (40 hectares), and another is planned in Ondh village.
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Ques: Who became the most-capped player in women’s international cricket?

A) Meg Lanning

B) Suzie Bates

C) Harmanpreet Kaur
D) Mithali Raj

E) Ellyse Perry

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

* India captain Harmanpreet Kaur created history by becoming the most-capped
player in women’s international cricket.

» She achieved the milestone during the second T20I against Australia in Canberra.
» With her 356th international appearance, Harmanpreet surpassed New Zealand’s
Suzie Bates, who previously held the record with 355 matches.

Most International Appearances (Women'’s Cricket):

* Harmanpreet Kaur — 356 Matches

» Suzie Bates — 355 Matches

* Ellyse Perry — 349 Matches

» Mithali Raj — 333 Matches

» Charlotte Edwards — 309 Matches
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Ques: Who replaced Abhinav Bindra as Vice-Chair of the IOC Athletes’
Commission?

A) Sebastian Coe
B) Humphrey Kayange
C) Thomas Bach
D) Neeraj Chopra
E) David Rudisha

Answer: Option B

Explanation:

* Indian shooting legend Abhinav Bindra announced the end of his eight-year tenure
as Vice-Chair of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) Athletes’ Commission.
 Bindra became India’s first individual Olympic gold medallist at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.

» He worked towards strengthening athlete representation and voice in Olympic
governance during his tenure.

* He has been replaced by Kenyan rugby player Humphrey Kayange following a panel
restructuring.

 Bindra described serving athletes globally as one of the most meaningful chapters of
his sporting journey.

Exam Genius { | 74 Exam_Genius_Official l Exam Genius Exam Genius


https://examgenius.in/
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://www.youtube.com/@Exam_Genius
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==
https://www.facebook.com/Exam.Genius.0

No.1 PLATFORM FOR GOVT. EXAMS
UPSC | SSC | BANKING | RAILWAY visit
www.examgenius.in

Ques: Under which Article of the Constitution can Parliament alter the name of a
State?

A) Article 1
B) Article 2
C) Article 3
D) Article 4
E) Article 5

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» The Union Cabinet of India chaired by Narendra Modi approved the proposal to
change the name of the State of “Kerala” to “Keralam.”

» The proposal is based on a resolution passed by the Kerala Legislative Assembly in
June 2024.

 As per Article 3 of the Constitution, Parliament has the power to alter the name of
any State by law.

» The President will refer the Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 to the State
Legislature for its views.

 No Bill under Article 3 can be introduced in Parliament without the recommendation
of the President.

» The amendment will require changes in the First Schedule of the Constitution.
 “Keralam” is the name of the State in Malayalam language.
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Ques: India has gifted the first high-speed ferry to which country to enhance
inter-island connectivity under the Raajje Transport Link (RTL) project?

A) Sri Lanka
B) Mauritius
C) Seychelles
D) Maldives
E) Indonesia

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

* India has gifted the first high-speed ferry to Maldives to enhance inter-island
connectivity.

» The ferry launch marks the beginning of Raajje Transport Link (RTL) services in
Faafu and Dhaalu Atolls.

 The initiative is being implemented under the High Impact Community Development
Project (HICDP) — Phase lII.

* A total of 12 high-speed ferries are planned under the India—Maldives Ferry Project.
» The delivered ferry will operate within the RTL national ferry network.

» The objective is to improve maritime connectivity, enhance mobility across remote
islands, and support trade, tourism, and local livelihoods.
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Ques: Under the amended India-France tax treaty, what dividend tax rate will
apply to French companies holding at least 10% capital in an Indian company?

A) 15%
B) 12%
C) 10%
D) 5%
E) 0%

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

* India has amended its three-decade-old tax treaty with France through an Amending
Protocol.

* The amendment modifies the taxation of dividend income.

* Earlier, a single dividend tax rate of 10% was applicable.

* Now, French companies holding at least 10% capital in an Indian entity will pay only
5% dividend tax, while those holding less than 10% will pay 15%.

* The move is expected to benefit major French investors in India while broadening
India’s taxation powers.
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Ques: The Young Scientist Programme (YUVIKA) 2026, launched by ISRO, is
primarily aimed at students of which class?

A) Class 7
B) Class 8
C) Class 9
D) Class 10
E) Class 11

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has announced the 2026 edition of
its Young Scientist Programme, popularly known as YUVIKA (YUva Vigyani
KAryakram).

» The initiative is aimed at school students to introduce them to the basics of space
technology, space science, and space applications at an early stage.

» The programme is specifically meant for students studying in Class 9 across India.
* It is a two-week residential programme conducted at nine ISRO centres.

» The programme will be conducted at centres including Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre, Satish Dhawan Space Centre, and U R Rao Satellite Centre, among others.
» Selection for YUVIKA-2026 will be merit-based and multi-layered, with the highest
weightage (50%) given to marks secured in Class 8 or the most recent examination.
Selection for YUVIKA-2026 will be merit-based and multi-layered. The highest
weightage (50%) will be given to marks secured in Class 8 or the most recent
examination.

Other Parameters:
 Online quiz performance — 10%

* Participation in science fairs and co-curricular activities — 2—10% (depending on
level)
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» Olympiad or equivalent achievements — 2—-5%

» Sports competition achievements — 2—-5%

» Scout and Guides / NCC / NSS membership (last 3 years) — 5%
« Students from rural schools located in Panchayat areas — 15%
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Ques: Which launch vehicle’s repeated failures are being probed by the newly
formed ISRO committee?

A) GSLV MK Il
B) SSLV
C) ASLV
D) LVM3
E) PSLV

Answer: Option E

Explanation:

* Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has constituted a high-level committee
to probe systemic issues behind successive failures of the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV).

» The committee includes K. Vijay Raghavan (former Principal Scientific Adviser) and
S. Somanath (former ISRO Chairman).

» The panel consists of experts external to ISRO and will submit its findings to the
ISRO Chairman.

* It will examine processes related to manufacturing, procurement, and assembly of
PSLV components.

» The move follows failures of PSLV-C61 and PSLV-C62, where the third stage
reportedly failed to ignite.

* PSLV-C62 (January 12) failed to place 16 satellites into orbit.
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Ques: Where was the 9th Conclave of Chiefs of the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS) held on 20 February 2026?

A) Kochi

B) Mumbai

C) Chennai

D) Visakhapatnam
E) Port Blair

Answer: Option D

Explanation:

» The 9th Conclave of Chiefs of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) was held
at Visakhapatnam on 20 February 2026, with participation from 33 countries.

* The Indian Navy assumed the Chairmanship of IONS from the Royal Thai Navy for a
two-year term, marking India’s return to the role after 16 years.

* India had earlier held the inaugural Chairmanship from 2008 to 2010.

» The Philippines was included as an Observer, and Oman joined the IONS Working
Group on HADR (Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief).
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Ques: The 1,720 MW Kamala Hydroelectric Project, recently approved by the
Environment Ministry’s expert panel, will be developed on which river?

A) Siang River
B) Lohit River
C) Kamala River
D) Dibang River
E) Teesta River

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

* India’s Environment Ministry expert panel has approved the 1,720 MW Kamala
Hydroelectric Project in Arunachal Pradesh.

» The project will be implemented by NHPC Limited (National Hydroelectric Power
Corporation).

* It will be developed on the Kamala River, a right-bank tributary of the Subansiri
River, in Arunachal Pradesh.

» The construction will require the felling of approximately 2.34 million (23.4 lakh)
trees.

 Since Arunachal Pradesh reported no degraded forest land available for replanting,
compensatory plantation of 1,500 trees will be carried out in Madhya Pradesh.
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Ques: When is International Mother Language Day (IMLD) observed every year?

A) 20 February
B) 21 February
C) 22 February
D) 23 February
E) 24 February

Answer: Option B

Explanation:

* International Mother Language Day is observed every year on 21 February.

» The year 2026 marks the 27th observance of International Mother Language Day.
* Theme 2026 — “Youth voices on multilingual education.”

* First Observance — 2000.
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Ques: When is World Pangolin Day observed every year?

A) 1st Saturday of February
B) 2nd Saturday of February
C) 3rd Saturday of February
D) 4th Saturday of February
E) 28 February

Answer: Option C

Explanation:

» World Pangolin Day is observed every year on the third Saturday of February.
* In 2026, it was observed on 21 February.

» The year 2026 marks the 15th observance of World Pangolin Day.

* First Observance — 2012.
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Important days:

e 1 February : Raising Day of the Indian Coast Guard (ICG)

e 2 February : 50th World Wetlands Day (Theme 2026 Wetlands and
Traditional Knowledge: Celebrating Cultural Heritage)

* 4 February : World Cancer Day (theme : “United by Unique”)

* 9 February : International Epilepsy Day (Theme 2026 #EpilepsyPledge
campaign)

* 10 February : 8th World Pulses Day (WPD) (theme for 2026 is “Pulses
of the World: From Modesty to Excellence.”)

e 11 February : World Unani Day (theme 2026 is “Innovation and
Evidence in Unani Practice”.)

* 11 February : International Day of Women and Girls in Science (Theme
: 2026 is “Synergizing Al, Social Science, STEM and Finance: Building
Inclusive Futures for Women and Girls”.)

* 13 February : World Radio Day (theme of World Radio Day 2026 is
“Radio and Artificial Intelligence: Al is a tool, not a voice.”)

* 13 February : National Women’s Day

* 15 February : International Childhood Cancer Day 2026

* 16 February : 79th Raising Day ceremony of Delhi Police

e 17 February : 3rd Global Tourism Resilience Day (GTRD) (First
Observance in 2023)

» 20 February : World Day of Social Justice (Theme for 2026: “Renewed

Commitment to Social Development and Social Justice”)
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IMPORTANT ONE - LINER Current Affairs

o IndiaAl in collaboration with Intel India has created a World Record
for: Most pledges received for an Al Responsibility Campaign in 24
hours

 The European Union (EU) has launched its first-ever European Legal
Gateway Office in India — a one-stop hub for Indian students and
professionals seeking opportunities in EU member states.

e February 18, 2026 marks the 80th anniversary of the 1946 Royal
Indian Navy (RIN) Revolt, a major uprising against British rule.

o Eight-year-old Ranvir Sachdeva became the youngest speaker at the
India Al Impact Summit 2026 held in New Delhi. But the spotlight
was on Ranvir Sachdeva, who called himself a “technologist at
heart.”

e India’s antitrust regulator, the Competition Commission of India
(CCl), approved the proposed merger of Hinduja Leyland Finance
Limited with NDL Ventures Limited.
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