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Ques: Who has been designated as the new Managing Director (MD) and CEO of
Yes Bank?

A) Prashant Kumar

B) Vinay Tonse

C) Ashwini Kumar Tewari
D) Dinesh Khara

E) Sandeep Bakhshi

Answer: B) Vinay Tonse

Explanation:

* Vinay Tonse has been designated as the Managing Director (MD) and CEO of Yes
Bank.

» He will serve as MD & CEO designate from March 12 to April 5 to ensure a smooth
leadership transition.

» He will officially assume charge on April 6, succeeding Prashant Kumar.

 His appointment has been approved by the Reserve Bank of India for a three-year
term.

* Earlier, he served as Managing Director (Retail Business & Operations) at State
Bank of India from November 2023 to November 2025.
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Ques: From which date has India’s expanded financial reporting framework
including crypto-assets and CBDCs become effective?

A) 1 January 2024
B) 1 July 2025
C) 1 January 2026
D) 1 April 2026
E) 1 January 2027

Answer: C) 1 January 2026

Explanation:

» The Income Tax Department of India expanded the financial account reporting
framework to include crypto-assets, Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs), and
certain electronic money products.

» The amendment was notified by the Central Board of Direct Taxes and became
effective from 1 January 2026.

» Under the new framework, crypto-asset service providers and financial institutions
must report transactions and holdings related to these assets.

» The move aims to improve cross-border tax transparency and align India with global
standards such as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Crypto-Asset Reporting Framework (CARF).

Static Facts

 Central Board of Direct Taxes — Established: 1964

» Parent Ministry — Ministry of Finance

» Headquarters — New Delhi

« Common Reporting Standard (CRS) was developed by Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD)

* India’s CBDC — Digital Rupee (eX) issued by Reserve Bank of India
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Ques: According to the Brand Finance Banking 500 Report 2026, which Indian
bank has been ranked the 16th strongest bank globally with an AAA+ brand
strength rating?

A) HDFC Bank

B) ICICI Bank

C) State Bank of India
D) Axis Bank

E) Bank of Baroda

Answer: C) State Bank of India

Explanation:

» According to the Brand Finance Banking 500 Report 2026, State Bank of India has
been ranked the 16th strongest bank globally.

» SBI is the only Indian bank with an AAA+ brand strength rating, the highest
recognition for brand strength.

* SBI's brand value increased by 2% to $8.1 billion, ranking 56th among the world’s
most valuable banking brands.

» Meanwhile, HDFC Bank was named the most valuable Indian banking brand,
although its global ranking dropped to 31st position.
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Ques: Under the proposed compensation framework of the Reserve Bank of
India, the maximum eligible amount for small-value digital fraud transactions is:

A) 25,000
B) ¥29,412
C) ¥50,000
D) ¥1,00,000
E) ¥75,000

Answer: C) ¥50,000

Explanation:

» The Reserve Bank of India has proposed a compensation framework for small-value
fraudulent digital banking transactions up to ¥50,000.

» Customers will receive 85% of the net loss or 25,000 (whichever is lower) if the
fraud is reported within 5 days to the bank and the National Cyber Crime Helpline
1930.

« Compensation sharing formula:

— If the loss is below 29,412, RBI will bear 65%, while the customer’s bank and
beneficiary bank will bear 10% each.

— If the loss is between 329,412 and ¥50,000, RBI will contribute ¥19,118, while the
customer’s bank and beneficiary bank will contribute ¥2,941 each.
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Ques: The ‘Sashakt Nari-Viksit Bharat’ Conference, where the government
reaffirmed its focus on women-led development, was inaugurated by which
Union Minister?

A) Smriti Irani

B) Annapurna Devi

C) Nirmala Sitharaman
D) Meenakshi Lekhi

E) Droupadi Murmu

Answer: B) Annapurna Devi

Explanation:

» The ‘Sashakt Nari—Viksit Bharat’ Conference in New Delhi was inaugurated by
Annapurna Devi, Union Minister for Women and Child Development.

» She reaffirmed that women-led development is central to the government'’s policy
framework.

» The minister highlighted schemes such as Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, Startup
India, and Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’'s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi, which promote financial
assistance and entrepreneurship among women.

» These initiatives have strengthened financial inclusion, entrepreneurship, confidence,
and self-reliance among women across India.

» The government also proposed the SHE-Mart platform as a marketing platform for
women entrepreneurs to promote products under the “Local for Global” vision.

» Around 10 crore women are linked with Self-Help Groups (SHGSs) across India and
more than 2 crore women have become Lakhpati Didis, with a target to increase this
number to 6 crore.

» The Minister also highlighted that around 43% of students in STEM fields are women
and the government plans to establish one hostel in every district to support girls
pursuing STEM education.
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Ques: Which state will recruit its first-ever batch of women firefighters under
new recruitment rules?

A) Karnataka

B) Telangana

C) Andhra Pradesh
D) Tamil Nadu

E) Kerala

Answer: B) Telangana
Explanation:

» Telangana will recruit its first-ever batch of women firefighters under newly
introduced recruitment rules.

» The recruitment process will be conducted by the Telangana State Level Police
Recruitment Board.

» The selection process includes preliminary test, physical efficiency test, written
examination, and document verification.

» The new rules provide 33.33% reservation for women in direct recruitment for the
posts of Fire Fighter and Station Fire Officer.

Static Facts:

» Capital — Hyderabad

» Chief Minister — A. Revanth Reddy
» Governor — Shiv Pratap Shukla
 State Formation — 2 June 2014
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Ques: Which cricketer smashed the fastest century (33 balls) in ICC Men's T20
World Cup history during the semi-final against South Africa national cricket
team in Kolkata?

A) Sikandar Raza

B) Muhammad Fahad
C) Chris Gayle

D) Sahil Chauhan

E) Finn Allen

Answer: E) Finn Allen

Explanation:

 Finn Allen, opener of the New Zealand national cricket team, smashed the fastest
century in ICC Men’s T20 World Cup history.

» He scored the 100 runs in just 33 balls during the semi-final against South Africa
national cricket team in Kolkata.

» This broke the previous record of 47 balls held by Chris Gayle in the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2016.

* Allen’s 33-ball century is also the joint-fastest T20I century by a Full Member nation,
equalling the record of Sikandar Raza.

» Overall fastest T20I centuries were scored by Sahil Chauhan (27 balls, Estonia) and
Muhammad Fahad (29 balls, Turkey).
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Ques: Which institution has been designated as the nodal agency for
implementing the North Eastern Science & Technology (NEST) Cluster Project?

A) IIT Delhi

B) IIT Guwahati

C) IIM Shillong

D) Tezpur University
E) NIT Agartala

Answer: B) Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati

Explanation:

» The Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region has sanctioned the North
Eastern Science & Technology (NEST) Cluster Project to strengthen the research and
innovation ecosystem in the Northeast.

» The project is funded through the North Eastern Council and aims to promote
research, start-ups, and skill development across the eight North Eastern states.

* Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati has been designated as the nodal agency
and will lead the implementation of the project.

» Project Duration: 5 years

* Total Investment: Approximately ¥22.98 crore

e Hub: IIT Guwahati will act as the central command and resource centre.

» Spokes: Institutions such as Indian Institute of Management Shillong, National
Institute of Technology Agartala, National Institute of Technology Meghalaya, and
Tezpur University will support implementation across the region.

Thematic Areas | 4@ fawg &= :

» Grassroot Technologies — Promoting local innovations and traditional knowledge.

« Semiconductor & Atrtificial Intelligence — Preparing the region for future deep-tech
industries.

» Bamboo-Based Technology — Innovation in bamboo, known as the “Green Gold” of
the North East.
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» Eco-friendly Plastics — Research on biodegradable materials to promote
sustainability.

» The project aims to build a self-sustaining innovation ecosystem empowering youth,
women, and marginalized communities (SC/ST/Divyangjan) in the North East.
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Ques: “Project KAL”, India’s first indigenous long-range one-way attack drone,
has been developed by which company?

A) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
B) Bharat Electronics Limited

C) IG Defence

D) Tata Advanced Systems

E) Larsen & Toubro

Answer: C) IG Defence
Explanation:

* |G Defence, a defence technology firm based in Odisha, has unveiled “Project KAL”,
India’s first indigenous long-range one-way attack drone.

» The drone is designed for deep-penetration strike missions and can travel up to
1,000 km with an endurance of 3-5 hours.

» The UAV can carry high-explosive payloads to target strategic assets such as
infrastructure, logistics hubs, and radar installations.

» The development supports India’s indigenous defence capability under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

Static Facts:
* |G Defence Headquarters — New Delhi

» Odisha Capital — Bhubaneswar
» Odisha Chief Minister — Mohan Charan Majhi
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Ques: According to the Women, Business and the Law Report released by the
World Bank Group, what is the average global score for gender-equality laws
(on paper)?

A) 67
B) 60
C) 69
D) 75
E) 80

Answer: A) 67
Explanation:

» According to the Women, Business and the Law Report released by the World Bank
Group, laws ensuring equal economic opportunities for women are only partially
enforced worldwide.

» The average global score for gender-equality laws (on paper) is 67 out of 100.

» The global enforcement score stands at 53/100, while the adequacy of
implementation systems is 47/100.

* Only 4% of women globally live in economies with near-full legal equality.

» The report highlights significant “opportunity gaps” between legislation and real-world
outcomes.

* For the first time, the report evaluates the presence of gender-equality laws, their
enforcement, and institutional mechanisms supporting implementation.

» The report also assesses women’s economic participation across 10 domains,
including safety from violence, employment protections, entrepreneurship
opportunities, asset ownership, pay equality, and pension security.
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Ques: The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 (CAA) provides Indian citizenship
to certain persecuted minorities from which three countries?

A) Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka

B) Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan
C) Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
D) China, Nepal, Afghanistan

E) Iran, Nepal, Bangladesh

Answer: B) Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan
Explanation:

» The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 and allows
certain persecuted minorities to apply for Indian citizenship.

» The Act covers minorities from Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan who entered
India before 31 December 2014.

* Eligible communities include Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian.

» Recently, Dipali Das, a 60-year-old woman from Barak Valley in Assam, became the
first person in the state to receive Indian citizenship under CAA on 6 March 2026.

» She had entered India from Bangladesh in 1988 and was earlier declared a non-
citizen by the Foreigners Tribunal in Silchar.
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Ques: According to the Global Mind Health in 2025 report, what is India’s global
rank among 84 countries in mental well-being indicators for young adults (18-34
years)?

A) 45th
B) 52nd
C) 60th
D) 68th
E) 72nd

Answer: C) 60th
Explanation:

» According to the Global Mind Health in 2025 released by Sapien Labs (USA), young
adults in India ranked 60th among 84 countries in key mental well-being indicators.

» The report highlights a significant generational divide in India’s mental health
indicators.

* Young adults aged 18—-34 years recorded an average Mental Health Quotient (MHQ)
score of 33, indicating compromised mental well-being.

* In contrast, adults aged 55 years and above recorded a much higher MHQ score of
96 and ranked 49th globally, indicating normal mental functioning.

» The report also observed weaker youth mental health in several developed regions
such as Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the United Kingdom.

» Meanwhile, several Sub-Saharan African countries such as Ghana and Nigeria
performed relatively better in youth mental well-being indicators.
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Ques: The New Seed Act 2026, announced by the Government of India to
modernize the agricultural regulatory framework, will replace which earlier Act?

A) Seeds Act, 1966

B) Fertilizer Control Order, 1985

C) Essential Commodities Act, 1955

D) Insecticides Act, 1968

E) Protection of Plant Varieties Act, 2001

Answer: A) Seeds Act, 1966
Explanation:

 Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union Minister from the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, announced two major legislative reforms: New Seed Act 2026 and Revised
Pesticide Act 2026.

» The reforms were unveiled in Mussoorie, Uttarakhand, to modernize India’s
agricultural regulatory framework and ensure quality agricultural inputs.

* The New Seed Act 2026 will replace the Seeds Act, 1966.

Key Provisions of the New Seed Act 2026:

» Mandatory registration of seed companies.

» Only authorized companies will be allowed to sell seeds.

* QR codes on seed packets to help farmers verify authenticity and product details.

* Details of registered companies will be publicly available to prevent fake firms and
unauthorised sellers.
» Penalties increased to ¥30 lakh with possible imprisonment for serious violations.

Revised Pesticide Act 2026

* It will replace the Insecticides Act, 1968 to modernize pesticide regulations in India.
* Awareness campaigns will be conducted under the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan.

« All Krishi Vigyan Kendras (731 KVKSs) across India will educate farmers about seed
guality, selection, and grievance redressal.
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Ques: The U.S. Department of the Treasury recently issued a temporary 30-day
waiver allowing which country to buy Russian oil?

A) Japan

B) Germany

C) India

D) South Korea
E) Turkey

Answer: C) India
Explanation:

* The U.S. Department of the Treasury issued a temporary 30-day waiver allowing
India to continue purchasing Russia oil.

» The announcement was made by Scott Bessent, the U.S. Treasury Secretary, to
allow completion of transactions involving Russian oil already in transit at sea.

» The decision may help India manage short-term supply disruptions and oil price
volatility.

Static Facts:

* India imports about 85% of its crude oil requirement.

» Major crude oil suppliers to India include Russia, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab
Emirates.

» More than 55% of India’s oil imports pass through the Strait of Hormuz.
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Ques: The book “Mahatma: A Great Communicator” was written by whom?

A) Dhiraj Kakadia
B) Amitabh Kant
C) Bibek Debroy
D) Sanjay Baru
E) Rajiv Kumar

Answer: A) Dhiraj Kakadia

Explanation:

» The book Mahatma: A Great Communicator is written by Dhiraj Kakadia, who serves
as Additional Director General of Akashvani.

» The book was released by Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister for the Ministry of
Labour and Employment and the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

* It highlights the communication skills and mass outreach strategies of Mahatma
Gandhi.
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Ques: The 400-ft Bailey Suspension Taram Chu Bridge, restored by the Border
Roads Organisation in 2026, is located in which Indian state?

A) Arunachal Pradesh
B) Sikkim

C) Himachal Pradesh
D) Uttarakhand

E) Nagaland

Answer: B) Sikkim
Explanation:

» Sanjay Seth, Minister of State for Defence, inaugurated the restored Chungthang—
Lachen axis and the 400-ft Bailey Suspension Taram Chu Bridge in Sikkim.

» The infrastructure was rebuilt by the Border Roads Organisation to restore crucial
connectivity in North Sikkim.

» Restoration was required after several natural disasters, including the Sikkim Glacial
Lake Outburst Flood 2023, Cyclone Remal in June 2024, and multiple cloudbursts
during May—June 2025.

» The project helped restore vital Lines of Communication (LoC) in this strategically
important border region.
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Ques: World Seagrass Day is observed every year on which date?

A) 27 February
B) 28 February
C) 1 March
D) 3 March
E) 5 March

Answer: C) 1 March
Explanation:

» World Seagrass Day is observed every year on 1 March to raise awareness about
the importance of seagrass ecosystems.

» The observance was officially proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly
and was first celebrated in 2022.

* In 2026, the world celebrated the 4th edition of this day.

» Seagrass plays a crucial role in carbon storage, marine biodiversity, and coastal
protection.
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* 10 February : 8th World Pulses Day (WPD) (theme for 2026 is “Pulses of the
World: From Modesty to Excellence.”)

e 11 February : World Unani Day (theme 2026 is “Innovation and Evidence in
Unani Practice”.)

* 11 February : International Day of Women and Girls in Science (Theme : 2026
Is “Synergizing Al, Social Science, STEM and Finance: Building Inclusive
Futures for Women and Girls”.)

* 13 February : World Radio Day (theme of World Radio Day 2026 is “Radio and
Artificial Intelligence: Al is a tool, not a voice.”)

* 13 February : National Women’s Day

* 15 February : International Childhood Cancer Day 2026

* 16 February : 79th Raising Day ceremony of Delhi Police

* 17 February : 3rd Global Tourism Resilience Day (GTRD) (First Observance
in 2023)

* 20 February : World Day of Social Justice (Theme for 2026: “Renewed
Commitment to Social Development and Social Justice”)

¢ 20 February : Arunachal Pradesh Foundation Day (India’s 24th state in 1987)
* 20 February : Mizoram Foundation Day (23rd state of India in 1987)

* 21 February : International Mother Language Day (Theme 2026 - “Youth
voices on multilingual education.”)

e 21 February (third Saturday of February) : World Pangolin Day

* 22 February : 100th World Thinking Day (Theme 2026 Our Friendship)

* 23 February : World Peace and Understanding Day 2026

e 24 February : Central Excise Day

* 27 February : International Polar Bear Day

« 27 February : World non-governmental organizations (NGOs) Day 2026 (13th
Edition)

» 27 February : 7th National Protein Day (started in the year 2020)

» 28 February : National Science Day (Theme 2026: Women in Science:
Catalysing Viksit Bharat)

1 March : Zero Discrimination Day (theme for 2026 was “People First”)
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