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Ques: Which international financial institutions jointly provided a USD 350
million loan to Piramal Finance Limited?

ORIt wigd fifAds whi 350 Mfcras smfRel Sierk &1 =T fohe SIqRTET fa<ita Tem=t =
TYh ®U 4 UgH fhar?

A) World Bank and IMF / fasg & 3fR IMF

B) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) and ADB / AlIB 3R ADB

C) International Finance Corporation (IFC) and Asian Development Bank (ADB) / IFC
3R ADB

D) New Development Bank (NDB) and World Bank / NDB 3R fagg da&

E) European Investment Bank (EIB) and ADB / EIB 3fR ADB

Answer: Option C
Explanation | aTdr:

» Piramal Finance Limited has received a total loan of USD 350 million.

o fORTAeT Tz fafids @t ger 350 Mferaa SR Sier 1 koT uTed garm 8|

» The loan has been jointly provided by the International Finance Corporation (IFC)
and the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

« I8 0T A fad fAma (IFC) ik i faerd o (ADB) gRT <k ¥4 ¥ Uer fohar
T Bl

* Of the total amount, IFC has contributed USD 200 million, while ADB has provided
USD 150 million.

o AR F F IFC F 200 fAfera sfer 3R ADB 7 150 faferms steR &1 avre= fan 8|

» The loan has a tenure of five years.

« 39 0T I GfY gig Iy gl

» Piramal Finance Limited is headquartered in Mumbai.

- IR 1T feifids @1 geae qas | Q¥4 8l

» The Managing Director and CEO of the company is Jairam Sridharan.

« Ut & gay TR Ud g7 iRt SfdhRt (MD & CEO) SR e 8l
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Ques: What major change did SEBI propose to ease liquidity strain for Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)?

SEBI  fagsit giéthiferat fAdzrent (FPIs) o folg aReTdl gaTd &hH et g chl--8T1 UHE seelrd
gTiad ferar?

A) Introduction of weekly settlement cycle / OTtdTfgeh YeAHE Tch chl LT

B) Same-day fund netting of buy and sell obligations / Tg-facht g1t &t 3T feT the
Af&T

C) Reduction in securities transaction tax / &Rt gisiar™ ¢ J deldt

D) Mandatory escrow funding for FPIs / FPIs & foiq Sifiard geh! thfsn

E) Extension of trading hours for FPIs / FPIs @ forq ¢S a9a s

Answer: Option B
Explanation | aTdr:

» SEBI proposed allowing Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPISs) to offset their purchase
and sale obligations within the same trading day.

« SEBI 7 FPIs &l Ut &l efaf fa # 370+ Wi 3R faehl i Saiial ol gHmifSid s i
A &7 1 TEara fea|

 This proposal aims to replace the existing system where settlements are required on
a gross basis.

« g UATd HISET U9 S" Yeatfic ol ol sem o g 8l

» At present, FPIs must separately fund every buy order and deliver securities for
every sell order, even if both occur on the same day.

« IdH H, FPIs ol g3 @Rl TSR o folT S1eT & thfdi et gidt & 3R g fadht 8ifd & feig
frernRérST feeftar st gidt 8, wet 81 alHl ot71d= e gt fe 8l

» Even when the value of buy and sell transactions is equal, the investor must arrange
full funds for the purchase leg.

e e Bt WiE 3R forsht i Afy ToE 81, Faeres ot @ig & oy gt %S a1 Sawmm dean ggar
8l

» For example, an investor buying and selling shares worth ¥100 crore each still needs
to arrange ¥100 crore in funds.

e IETEI0T &h dR TR, T100 IS oh IR Wrle 3R Sa+ et o &l fhe oft $100 ls
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RECENT LOANS AND AGREEMENTS :

» Asian Development Bank provided ¥4,100 crore (USD 500 million) to the Government of
Telangana.

« URTTS fAhra Sep 7 AT TRPR aht T4,100 s (500 fAferas smfRkeh ster) uer fau|

» The International Finance Corporation (IFC) has provided a loan of ¥300 crore (about USD
30 million) to the Residential Mortgage-Backed Securities (RMBS) issued by Grihum
Housing Finance Limited.

« SRS R FRT (IFC) A 1w grofdin wied fifits grr o YR wififer-dae RaiRes
(RMBS) @t ¥300 &hIs (eFTeT 30 fAferas smReh! SieR) &l ot UeH fohar gl

» The World Bank has provided a loan of ¥9,821 crore to the Dedicated Freight Corridor
Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL).

o fasy dep A SfShee the PIRSR wRURA 3Tk &fgar feifdds (DFCCIL) ot 79,821 &I T HUI
e Rt g

* Five loan agreements worth over $2.2 billion given by ADB to India to Support key national
flagship programmes and state-level projects in skilling, renewable energy, healthcare,
urban transport, and sustainable livelihoods

o TSIdl ZRT YR &l I fdhr, Tdtrolia Seif, Wy 4T, ME giRas- 3R Gdd STSifdel &
&3 H TE e ulRAtsHIe SR I8 TR gRASHIST o I8 & folg 2.2 3RT Sierk & 31fdeh ged
& Uig o1 gHEd Ry g &)

» The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a USD 240 million loan for the
expansion of the Chennai Metro Rail network.

« GfAaTE faehTd ek (ADB) = I9E At a0 Acach o faxar & forg 240 fAfeas Sierk & kot ot J5 &
8l

» Petronet LNG Limited has received a loan of ¥12,000 crore. The loan has been extended
jointly by State Bank of India (SBI) and Bank of Baroda.

» UZIHC TAUSi! fetfAds enl 12,000 RIS hl k0T UG G311 81 I8 k0T URAH & sich (SBI) 3R s
3Ttk FEIal gRT TY<h U 4 a1 1T 8|
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Ques: Why is JPMorgan Chase replacing Goldman Sachs as the issuer of the Apple
Card?
STHTANT ST, T IS oh STRIehd o 0 H Mg Ja chl SIIg -1 of 38T 872

A) To exit the premium digital credit card segment / St f$fSiea shise #1E @ aER Meve &
ferg

B) To transfer Apple Card operations to a fintech company / T0el &8 ddTe ol fehd! fthada
-t St HiuA & g
C) To strengthen JPMorgan’s consumer banking business while Goldman scales back retail

finance / UM & IUHIHT T BRITR ohl HSTEd he 3R Megd o R g9 9 died ged &
ferg

D) Due to Apple ending its credit card partnership / Td gRT shfse &Ts ITSieRt U e &
<hI]UT

E) Because of regulatory penalties on Goldman Sachs / Me@i S IR amdia S &
<07

Answer: Option C
Explanation | =arzar:

» JPMorgan Chase will replace Goldman Sachs as the issuer of the Apple Card.

o SHHENT I, T TS & STRIhdl o ©J § MeshT daT chl SHTg |

» The move will transfer over $20 billion in Apple Card credit balances to JPMorgan’s
platform.

* 39 J&11d 9 T 1S oh 20 3RT Sielk U 31f¥eh oh thise seid STUTHENA oh Wiehid IR TIHIdRd
gl

» For JPMorgan Chase, the deal strengthens its credit card and consumer banking business.
o U ST & fIQ ag HieT Ik hise 1 3R IuHihT Sfch hRIER @t ASTgd T gl

* It also expands JPMorgan’s presence in the premium digital credit card segment.

- 559 tifgm et e Hré e § Sdiwffa A doeht s

» For Goldman Sachs, the move aligns with its strategy to scale back consumer finance
operations.

« Megdq T & Y T8 heH I IUHIRAT A< (hogAR ThIg—d) BRIFR ol WA e &t rifa &
31EU ¢l

* |t reflects Goldman Sachs’ continued retreat from retail-focused ventures such as co-
branded credit cards.
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Ques: What is the key provision introduced under the RBI Integrated Ombudsman
Scheme, 2026 to strengthen customer grievance redressal?

RBI éRIde Miagqad whid, 2026 & dgd UTgh fAehrad AR et Auigd & & folg ohiH-a1 e
grayT fehar T 8?2

A) Manual review of complaints by RBI offices / RBI shraferdl gRT fRrehrardl bl dgarer e
B) Auto-transfer of unresolved complaints to Internal Ombudsman / 3Tl fRIerrIdT At
ST INFISUE i Wd: TR

C) Closure of complaints by the same bank branch / 38t sies TRaT gRT fRIerad Age

D) Extension of complaint resolution time to 60 days / {R/prad fHaReT ¥97 60 T ST

E) Limiting the scheme only to public sector banks / TSI &t thad ATdsii-h &F o Schl den
difaa s

Answer: Option B
Explanation | =ar=ar:

 To strengthen customer protection in the financial system, the Reserve Bank of India
issued new directions on grievance redressal.

« fofiar ToTTeft | UTgeh TRETUT ohl AT e o ol R Retd des A freprrd fAaror or A fAdsr
ST fehul

* RBI issued Master Circular—1 under the Integrated Ombudsman Scheme, 2026. The
revised scheme will come into force from 1 July 2026.

« RBI 9 §d1dE S=gHa- ThiH, 2026 o dgd AR TgheR-1 SRI fehar| d=nfard aisr 1 Sfers
2026 & @1 ghift|

» Under the revised norms, banks and eligible NBFCs must automatically transfer
unresolved complaints to their Internal Ombudsman.

« 9Q ATl & d8d dehl 3R Ul NBFCs @t 3Hes fRUehrad 310+ €e3el g ol Wa: T
et gl

* This provision ensures that the final decision is communicated to customers within 30 days
of receipt of the complaint.

« Ig gy JRATYd ohar g foh fRiepraa e & 30 &A1 & «fiar urges ot sifaw [Aofg srdman S|

* RBI has mandated that banks and eligible NBFCs establish a fully automated Complaint
Management System (CMS).

« RBI 4 dehf 3R g NBFCs & foig O3t aRg sifciAds dhele Adsde ff%en (CMS) sifard forar g
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» The CMS must allow seamless access to the Internal Ombudsman (I0) and Deputy
Internal Ombudsman (DIO).

« CMS & gexdt 3iagaa (10) 3R 3t dexaet sivargda (DIO) deh T & Ugd gi+il a1yl
» For complaints where RBI, NPCI, or card network rules prescribe timelines, the IO must be
given at least 10 days for review.

o [SI97 fRreRTadl & RBI, NPCI 3T h1 Aeadh At § 99adiar 99 g, 399 10 ol gHien & it e &
A 10 & A

* For all other complaints, a 20-day timeline from the date of receipt applies for 10 review.
o 3= g} fremraat & forg, fARrrd Ui g1 ht akia ¥ 10 gHien gg 20 & i gradia gy

» Banks must classify complaints into three categories within the CMS: fully resolved,
partially resolved, and wholly rejected.

« §1 Pt CMS & Risrrrdt @t d St & afioa aer B T aje el sifiie wu @ gere,
3R G aRE 3tehd |

 Only partially resolved or wholly rejected complaints will be transferred to the Internal
Ombudsman.

« hadl 3Hifeh U G Fereht a1 Gt aRg 3eiepd AR 8t §eeT Mgy cht Hsit STeH|

» RBI clarified that the same branch or unit cannot close a complaint, whether resolved or
rejected, to avoid conflict of interest and ensure fairness.

« RBI 4 T¥ fohar fob fadi o eerera 9 o= 3R fsgerar 991g Ra- & forg &l ot eman ar gfae @d
fRreRTad s gl h Hehdll|

» These norms apply to banks having 10 or more outlets in India as on 31 March 2025.

« 3 faw 31 A 2025 9 TRA & 10 AT ITY 31k SMIeie aTel dehl TR AT gi|

» For NBFCs, the rules apply to deposit-taking NBFCs with 10 or more branches and non-
deposit-taking NBFCs having assets of ¥5,000 crore or more with a public customer
interface.

« NBFCs & A<t |, 3 s 10 a7 399 a1fdes emaren ared! f2uifsie-2fdnt NBFCs 3R 5,000 ais
g1 I ik T qTedt ATA-feuifSie-2fehm NBFCs WR @] g1, fSi=Teht Ardsifeh UTgeh Sethd gl
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Recent News Headlines Related to SEBI

» SEBI has proposed a uniform 30-day time lag for sharing and using price data in investor
education and awareness programmes.

o Gaft 7 fAd2rens A& 3R SITRsehdT hishAT # HeT 31 & IUANT & g 30 AT & THH 9T SR
o1 UeaTa foha gl

» Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) mandated that compliance officers of
Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) managers must obtain certification from the National
Institute of Securities Markets (NISM) by passing the NISM Series-111-C: Securities
Intermediaries Compliance (Fund) Certification Examination, effective from January 1, 2027

o R ufadfa ok faffm i (vaddtens) = sifAard foran & foh dafces Aasr fAf (vendum)
Taierehl o STIUTe ARl ol IETT Ufdfd TR TR (TTEYATH) T UATOH UT AT gh|
39 oIy I8 amsuaed HRS-111-8): ufayfa s srqures () gamore odter S<hiof et gt
g YAV 1 Sast, 2027 T g9Tet gl

» Ashika Group has received in-principle approval from the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) to act as a sponsor and establish Ashika Mutual Fund.

o STIRAKT THE ohl UTdISTeh o FU H I e IR IATIRAhT RIF3HeT the Sl U] & g 9
gfasgfa ok fafaaa ot (deh) @ dgifaes wsi v g3 8l

» The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has simplified the procedure for
issuance of duplicate securities by increasing the monetary threshold for simplified
documentation from ¥5 lakh to 10 lakh.

o YRG Ufdgfa iR fafwa 9t (SEBI) 7 geiiche Ufayfdai < A <ht ufehar enl el s-1d §Y
TRAIhd GATASHIhRUT hi UHAT T5 ARG ¥ FGIehe T10 7RG e & B

» The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has decided to exclude Zero Coupon
Zero Principal (ZCZP) bonds and delisted securities from the valuation threshold used to
determine eligibility for a Basic Services Demat Account (BSDA).

« TR ufaefa ok faffma ai€ (SEBI) & BSDA &t Ursdl a8 &+ & felg SUTNT chl ST aTett
Hedieh AT & SRT U= SR fUffuer (ZCzP) di 3R Sifeied s ReriRErsT et g ezt &l (Ao
forar gl
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Ques: What is the key objective behind Amazon Pay launching fixed deposit (FD)
services on its fintech app?

IASH U 9 U+ fthideh TU WR fthere fuifoie (FD) HaTU [F e el & IeT T 87

A) To offer cryptocurrency-based investments / fohteterdd! SmemRa fAar ua s AT

B) To expand into fixed-income investment products / fthae-gena fAdsr Il & fadr &t
C) To replace traditional bank fixed deposits / URUR sich Tha! el THTE AT

D) To provide unsecured personal loans / 3RRf&d ARATd F0T U T

E) To act as a full-fledged commercial bank / guf qiftifSeh ek & €T & BRI AT

Answer: Option B
Explanation | <aTZ=T:

* Amazon Pay has launched fixed deposit (FD) services on its fintech app as part of its
expansion into fixed-income assets.

o 3V U A fthereg-gTehA TREAURIAT | faEIR & dgd 3104 fth-ideh U WR fthers feuifeie (FD) ey

» The FD offerings provide interest rates of up to 8%.

* 3 Thal TR 8% deh hl &TST & IUeTsd] hels SIT 38! B

* Amazon Pay has partnered with two NBFCs—Shriram Finance and Bajaj Finance—and
five banks.

o AT U 7 & TR —2iRTA higAg 3R SIS BIgAd—dAT UTd Senl & 1Y ITier &l gl

» The partner banks include Shivalik Small Finance Bank, Suryoday Small Finance Bank,
South Indian Bank, Slice, and Utkarsh Small Finance Bank.

IhY Wiel 1Y deh A &

» Users can start investing in FDs with a minimum amount of ¥1,000 without opening
separate bank accounts with each institution.

« IUANTeRal AT $1,000 € Tha! H 390 & X chd & 3R IHeTT-37elT dehl H GId @i <h
JaGhdl -Tg! gidl|

» Deposits made through the platform are insured up to I5 lakh per depositor per bank under
DICGC rules.

o TiehiH & ATeaH O fohy T ST DICGC Rt & dgd ufa das ufa SHTeRdt 5 9@ des Sifad €1
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Ques: Who became India’s 92nd Chess Grandmaster after securing the final GM norm
in Armenia?

AT & 3ifaT GM ATH g1 Thed & d16 YR oh 92d TSI JSHRCR Sl d=?

A) Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa / THLISTE, UGl
B) Nihal Sarin / Agrer ¥4

C) Vidit Gujrathi / fafea TerRrdt

D) Arjun Erigaisi / 3rS{-T YR

E) Aaryan Varshney / 3G+ arsorg
Answer: Option E
Explanation | <ar=ar:

* Indian chess player Aaryan Varshney became India’s 92nd Chess Grandmaster. He is
from Delhi.

o YRAT TAST GATST 3T TS0ty YR &b 924 MRS JSHRER g4 34 arwiy el T g

» He secured his final Grandmaster norm at the Andranik Margaryan Memorial Tournament
in Armenia.

« I AT & AT g ArRam aaiRae gafde # s sifaw Fenmeer A g1ffie foma|
» With this achievement, he became the eighth Grandmaster from Delhi.

o 39 IUATS oh 1Y dg feord! T 31ad TsHTER a4

» The achievement marks a significant milestone in his chess career.

* Ig IUATY ITeh TSI iR H Yeh Agayul Hiel ehl TR 8
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Ques: On which date did the Lokpal of India observe its Foundation Day in 20267
AThUTer = 2026 H 30T R fiaw fovg fafer &t w=mar?

A) 15 January / 15 STas!
B) 16 January / 16 SHa<t
C) 18 January / 18 STHa<t
D) 26 January / 26 STHasI
E) 30 January / 30 SHa<t

Answer: Option B
Explanation | =arzar:

» The Lokpal of India observed its Foundation Day on 16 January 2026.

« YR & ATRUTA = 16 STHaR! 2026 @l 37T TITYAT fEaq 71|

» The Foundation Day commemorates the coming into force of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act, 2013.

« T e dAtepuTet SR dilehrg<h Sifafaad, 2013 & AN 81 bl Sfd & J=mT STraT 8|

» The Lokpal institution was established in the year 2014.

o TATRUTST HXAT ehl TATUAT a9 2014 H g3 |

» The 2026 celebration marked the second edition of the Foundation Day.

* 2026 <RI ST TATGAT f&ad ehT GERT HERIT T

* This day is significant as it marks the legal establishment of the Lokpal under Section 3 of
the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.

« g f&q Agayuf g iifer ag dferurer $iR atenrg<h 1fAfAad, 2013 &Y URT 3 & dgd ichuTel chl
hTIAT RITYAT i ERATdT gl

» The event was held in the presence of Lokpal Chairperson Justice A. M. Khanwilkar.

* Ig hIchH SAlehUTel oh AL UIH[d Q. TH. @HideTe i IufRAfd # smaifera forar |

 Several Judicial and Non-Judicial Members of the Lokpal were also present at the event.

o S hTdchH | AlchUTe oh hs TAh 3R IR-=I1R% e ot Iufya o

About Lokpal of India | TRd & dlurd & aR |:

» The Lokpal consists of one Chairperson and eight Members.
o SehUTel § Teh 31ede] 3R TS e gid 8l
 Out of the eight Members, four must be Judicial Members. At least 50% of the Members
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must be from SC/ST/OBC, minorities, and women.

«3776 Tl # & IR T AT T g1 SIard 8| i ¥ A 50% T8 SC/ST/OBC, eUd&ch
3R #Afgersit 7 @ g arfgu|

 Members are appointed by the President of India.

- g1 i FAgRh YRA & Tgufd gRI 6t St 8l

* Appointments are made on the recommendation of a Selection Committee.

- gfhal Ta= afafa d Rk ur & st |

» The Selection Committee consists of the Prime Minister (Chairperson), Speaker of Lok
Sabha, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by
him/her, and one eminent jurist.

o 9g= Gfafa F vy (Sreger), AT e, AihaHT | AdT ufduer, YRd & g =rardier ar
I R AT |rareer, 3k v ufafda fRAfde=r anfae g &

» The tenure of the Chairperson and Members is five years from the date of assuming office
or until attaining the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier.

- 31egeT 3R el T shidehTel Ue UgUT Y fAf & uie avf a1 70 o <l 311y deh (STt U &) g 2l
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Ques: Which state topped the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2024 among large states,
and which state led among small states?

T fUUgs9 g8 (EPI) 2024 # &g I3l # api=-971 59 it o= @7 3iR B T4t | apl=-41
I U G2

A) Gujarat and Goa / TeRTd 3R e

B) Tamil Nadu and Nagaland / affie-1g $iR ARTIeE

C) Maharashtra and Uttarakhand / AgRTE 3R ITREES

D) Uttar Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir / 3T U1 3R SH-heHR

E) Andhra Pradesh and Dadra & Nagar Haveli & Daman & Diu / 3178l U&7 3R &1exl Td TR

gdell g &A g4 &g

m
Explanation | =arar:

» Maharashtra topped the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2024 among large states with a
score of 68.01.

* 93 IS4l | HERTE 68.01 WhRR & 91U EPI 2024 # it 0= 387

» Tamil Nadu secured the second position with a score of 64.41, followed by Gujarat with
64.02.

» AMATG 64.41 ThR o ATY TR IR TORTd 64.02 ThRR & 1Y AR T R IET|

* Among small states, Uttarakhand ranked first with a score of 52.07.

« BIE T H ITRRES 52.07 3ich o Y Ugel VI WR |

« Jammu and Kashmir ranked second with 51.08, followed by Nagaland with 46.42.

o STH]-ehHR 51.08 3iehl o ATY TIR 3R ANTIS 46.42 3iehl & 1Y JR WIH WR |

» The Export Preparedness Index 2024 is the 4th edition of the report. The report was
published by NITI Aayog.

« T TUdaEayg s899 2024 Ruid & =iar 9wemur gl gg Rt Aifa smanT gRr1 uanIfd &t 5|

» States were grouped into Large States, Small States, North Eastern States and Union
Territories.

o TSI ol T8 T, Bl Ay, IR-GdT I 3R hgenfla ueert # affepd fovam ma|

» The categories include Leaders, Challengers, and Aspirers based on export preparedness.
- Fafa Tt & snaR W AftT died, Aoiord ok T g

» The index supports India’s goal of achieving USD 1 trillion merchandise exports by 2030.
The index is based on 4 pillars, 13 sub-pillars and 70 indicators.
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« Jg achich 2030 ad 1 feferaa SR gfer & fafa dea st g9d= 1 8| I8 Gaohiss 4 W, 13
IU-&A9T 3R 70 Hehdapl TR STUTRA g

* Pillar weightage includes Export Infrastructure (20%), Business Ecosystem (40%), Policy &
Governance (20%) and Export Performance (20%).

« T H faid S1aE=aAT (20%), fas9 sahifiied (40%), ifd a e (20%) iR fAafd e
(20%) A &

Top 5 Performing States and Union Territories in EPI 2024
Large States :

1 Maharashtra - 68.01

2 Tamil Nadu - 64.41

3 Gujarat - 64.02

4 Uttar Pradesh - 62.09

5 Andhra Pradesh - 60.65

Small States

1 Uttarakhand - 52.07

2 Jammu and Kashmir - 51.08

3 Nagaland - 46.42

4 Dadra and Nagar Haveli & Daman and Diu - 46.24
5 Goa - 44.60
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Ques: Which two institutions sighed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
enhance collaboration in research, innovation, and capacity building across the dairy
sector?

3T &3 | SrY™, FaTaR 3R &myan fAnfor &t gerar &7 & forg foha g deurt & gwsiar Jroa
(MoU) R g&arer fohy &7

A) ICAR and National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) / STSHIT3R 3R IET 34 f[dsra a1
(TTEISTa)

B) NDDB and NITI Aayog / TSIt iR fifar smahr

C) ICAR and NABARD / 3TEHT3IR iR ATaTS

D) Ministry of Agriculture and FSSAI / ¥ H#3Ted 3R ThudUHTas

E) ICAR and AMUL / STSETSR 3R 37

Answer: Option A
Explanation | =ar=ar:

» The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) to strengthen
collaboration in multidisciplinary research, innovation, and capacity building across the entire
dairy sector.

o YRA PV U URYE (ICAR) 4 IR ST &5 | dgfavden SIgEHYM, TR 3R &7HdT1 (HATT et
ToTed e & oy It 399 e i€ (NDDB) & 91 g\sitar I (MoU) TR g%deR fhy|

» The MoU aims to integrate ICAR’s scientific and research expertise with NDDB'’s extensive
field-level experience and strong institutional capabilities.

* 39 MoU o1 3837 ICAR hl d=11fAeh Ud Srg&em fawsdr st NDDB & aTueh STHIHT STd 3R
LM<h TRINTA TS & 91 SIS 8

* This collaboration is intended to address emerging challenges in the dairy sector and
promote sustainable growth through innovation-driven solutions.

« Jg GEINT ST &5 H INRAT AT SRl FHTYT e 3R FIIR-TUTRT FHIYHT & A1eqH § Idd
faenrer t sgraT ¢4 o ferg forar mar 8|
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Recent News Headlines Related to RBI

» Karnataka Bank has secured the necessary authorization from the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and approval from the Department of Treasuries, Government of Karnataka.

« FAlceh Seh ohl MR ReTd s (RBI) 3R shefeeh TRAR o ¢ort fa9mT @ srrasaes #eid U g3 8l

» The Foreign Exchange Dealers’ Association of India (FEDAI) submitted an application to
the RBI under the Omnibus Framework for recognition of Self-Regulatory Organisations
(SROs) for Regulated Entities.

« Tk YTl Slerd Uaifge™ sifth 2fgar (FEDAI) = fafaafaa dwmsit & forg SRO &t ar=adr 8q
RBI <h 3ftfHed thiadeh & dgd 3fde fehar |

» The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has fixed the Ways and Means Advances (WMA) limit for
the Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) at ¥890 crore.

« YRATT RS9 §ep (RBI) A IET 19T &7 feedl (GNCTD) $ahR & folg Ways and Means
Advances (WMA) &t Tar $890 is fRufRa i g

» Under the draft amendments issued by the RBI, a director who has completed 10 years of
continuous tenure on the board of a UCB, State Co-operative Bank, or Central Co-operative
Bank will be eligible for re-appointment to the same bank only after a minimum cooling-off
period of three years.

« RBI gRT SR} AYIGT TRAYHT & IOR, e TghRI s (UCB), IS EhRI sich AT held TgahRt
deh & S H 10 g el FARAR ShriehTel GRT et el fdreh hA & ohd ofiH adf & gici-sife diRas &
a1e &) 3 & & gARRgRR o ar gl

» PayG has secured approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to operate as a Payment
Aggregator—Physical (PA-P) and Cross-Border Payment Aggregator (PA-CB).

« -3 (PayG) ! UHe Thiex—{thiSiehel (PA-P) 3R shig-diex UHe ThMeX (PA-CB) & U |
Tare o forg RBI &t #sit et 8l

» Bank of Baroda (BoB) has secured in-principle approval from the RBI to convert its existing
Bank Primary Dealer (PD) authorization into a wholly-owned subsidiary for undertaking
Standalone Primary Dealer (SPD) business.

« S 3iTth FEIaT (BOB) ohf 31U HISIET Sioh UTEARY Sl (PD) MTTYehuT aht W S3iei WIS Slelk
(SPD) & &Y # YUl WA dTell AR chu-l & d&ei oh folg RBI ¥ dgifes Aot et gl
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Ques: Who became the first Indian to receive the rare Samurai martial arts honour of
Kenjutsu?

ST B e RIS WIRfeT STE R UT aTeY Uget TRA i a9

A) Pawan Kalyan / Ud- chedTol

B) Rajinikanth / TsT-tepid

C) Narendra Modi / Fg Tt

D) Akshay Kumar / 31819 $HRR

E) Vishwanathan Anand / fasf=Ta= 3mHg

Answer: Option A
Explanation | r<r:

» Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan received a rare Samurai martial arts
honour.

o 37T UGRT ch IUHEAHA Ue hedTUT hi el HITS A1 3TE TR UTed g

* He became the first Indian to be formally inducted into the Samurai martial arts tradition of
Kenjutsu.

« I8 hrTo[cy hl TRIE A1 311 WWRT | SfIuaiier ®U § M g Tt Uget YR a1

» Kenjutsu is an ancient Japanese samurai swordsmanship tradition.

« heolcg Ueh UTH ST SRS delaRaTSit URaRT gl

« This honour highlights international recognition of Indian leaders in cultural and martial
traditions.

« gg T Fixhfden 3R ATfe TRURTSH # YR Aqcd chl SIARTER AT <hl 0faT 8l
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Ques: What is the objective of the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) initiative
Womaniya?

Ta-iHe §-Alched (GeM) &t aiaf=ar (Womaniya) Uge T 36T T 872

A) To promote exports by women entrepreneurs / AfgaT Saf@dl grRT fAafd &t derar &

B) To provide subsidies to women-owned industries / AfgelT WA aTet IS bl TfeTST ST
C) To strengthen participation of women-led MSEs and SHGs in public procurement /
grdie @i | AfgaT-Aga afet MSEs 3R SHGs ht 9TftaRt g1

D) To establish exclusive industrial parks for women / afgansti & forg fasiw sienfies urdh
1O AT

E) To provide tax exemptions to women entrepreneurs / Afgell SEfAAT &l &R @& U AT

Answer: Option C
Explanation | =arzar:

» Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has marked seven years of its flagship initiative
Womaniya, launched on 14 January 2019, to enhance the participation of women-led Micro
and Small Enterprises (MSEs) and Self-Help Groups (SHGS) in public procurement.

« TIHE §-AThed (GeM) F 14 SHa<t 2019 @t Y& chl T3 3701 THE Ugd ait-ar & I1d a9 IR
forg, forgent 337 AT @die & afgen-Aqw daret gew ud oY Iert (MSEs) 3R wd GgradT Tgg!
(SHGs) & vrfierRt Ter T 8l
 As of 14 January 2026, more than two lakh women-led MSEs are registered on the GeM
portal and have secured public procurement orders worth over 80,000 crore, accounting for
4.7% of GeM'’s total order value.

* 14 SHa< 2026 I, GeM UIEd W &t A & 31fdeh Afger-Ada aret MSEs Usiied &, [Swgint
80,000 Vg ¥ ek & rdsiier Eie 3Mmeer U fohy &, St GeM & Gef TSR Jed &l 4.7% 8l
» This significantly exceeds the mandated 3% reservation for women-owned and women-led
enterprises in government procurement.

« I WK Wi # Afgar @it gd Afgar-Ada aret semt o fog MafRa 396 smrermor 9 ot sifde
G

» The initiative addresses the “Triple Challenge” faced by women entrepreneurs—access to
markets, access to finance, and access to value addition—by enabling direct market access
without intermediaries and supporting gender-inclusive economic growth.

* gg UG HigeT 3T GRT HHAT chl ST aTedl “f¢uet FHId—aTSIR deh UgH, fa<i deh ug 8k geu
ﬁaﬁ-ﬁwwﬁw%@a%aw%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁmw&{m STSTR deh Ugd Uar e FHrasft
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Ques: What is the significance of the Mumbai—-Nagpur Natural Gas Pipeline (MNPL)
project implemented by GAIL (India) Limited?
T (fean) fafads grT sraffd Jag—arTgR A<Re 19 urguerzg— (MNPL) URITSHT S #gad T 87

A) It connects Mumbai to Kolkata through a coastal gas corridor / &3 chl ehiciehrdT €& Sitg=
gTell deg 19 HhikeR

B) It is a 694-km expressway-aligned gas pipeline along the Samruddhi Mahamarg /W@
HEMTT & 1Y 694 fopet el Touad-TfEd 9 ursuais

C) It is a city gas distribution project limited to urban areas / shad Tg<r &3 dep difad & A9
fara=or alatsn

D) It transports crude oil instead of natural gas / UTepfder T & ST shedl ddl URAgH il @
E) It is a cross-border gas pipeline project / g Tah dRTE 719 UIgUATS- TR 8

Answer: Option B
Explanation | =ar=ar:

» The Mumbai—Nagpur Natural Gas Pipeline (MNPL) is popularly described as GAIL's 694-
km expressway gas pipeline.

« EE—ANTYR AR 19 Uiguata (MNPL) ot IrE=aa: 7iel i 694 fohelt il goataa 9 ursuers
gl SIIdT 8

» The project is being implemented by GAIL (India) Limited.

« I8 R e (3feam) fits gr1 smaffra & S 2t 8

 The total length of the pipeline is 694 kilometres and it is located entirely in Maharashtra.
« UISUATEH <hl el waTg 694 fohettHiex & SR I8 Tt avg AeRTE Iy H ¥ 8l

* It connects key cities Mumbai and Nagpur.

« g Tas 3R ANTR S UHE G ot STl 8l

» The pipeline is laid along the Samruddhi Mahamarg (Mumbai—Nagpur Expressway) using
an approximately 3-metre-wide utility corridor.

» UTSUCTTS ol T HETNT (HeE—NTqR Uerigd) & Ty oo 3 Hier 918 gRefod ke d
feemar T 8l

* It has a gas transportation capacity of about 16.5 MMSCMD.

« 3ThT 19 URag &HdT T 16.5 THUATadIgHS! &l

» The project aligns with the PM GatiShakti National Master Plan, promoting integrated
infrastructure development.

« Ig UREISTHT ded farih I AR Wi & 3EU €, S Tehlhd qERTHT faehTd bl sigrar &t
& Exam Genius b Exam Genius 0 Exam Genius Official I@IExam Genius 0 Exam Genius vVvi:’i‘::':t;;mzlzziit:s'in
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Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector:

» Canara Bank will use NPCI BHIM Services’ (NBSL) bank plugins to offer Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) services on its banking payments app, Canara ailPe.

« heRT sfch 31U+ AfchT 97T 8T Canara ailPe R UP| ¥aT¢ U&H @< o flg NPCI BHIM
Services (NBSL) & & &¥T-8-T ahT IUTNT |

* PhonePe Payment Gateway (PhonePe PG) has launched ‘PhonePe PG Bolt’ for Visa and
Mastercard credit and debit card transactions.

« /MY UHe Wed (PhonePe PG) A Visa 3R Mastercard shfse 3R 3fde &1 oi1-¢71 & forg
‘PhonePe PG Bolt’ @i fhar g

 Axis Finance Limited (AFL), a wholly owned subsidiary of Axis Bank Limited, launched the
‘Axis Finance Vyapar Business Loan'.

« UfeRrY dek forfads &t gl wifAe areft ggrres shu- uferta thig— faffds (AFL) A ‘uferrd wig-g
AR foomg @i =g o]

» Axis Bank has introduced a new feature called ‘Safety Centre’ on its mobile banking app to
strengthen customer protection against digital fraud.

» UfRTY dep A ffSiceT giamyst & Urgen! hl REM Asigd i o folg 31U+ Alarge dfdhn du R
‘Safety Centre’ AT T $IRR % fohar gl

» Federal Bank Limited launched ‘The Fortuna Wave’, a refreshed brand identity, in Mumbai
in the presence of Vidya Balan, the bank’s brand ambassador.

* thevdl deh feifAide 3 Hag A deh hl slie Taaex fden a1 bl IufRAfT # ‘g higAT da’ A =8 58
Ugd dl=d chl|

» Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has launched a Special Revival Campaign to
revive lapsed individual policies.

« MR Sfte &A1 A (LIC) = oied gt bt safhira uifelffat st grsiifad e & forg fagiy
TTRGR AN R foaT 8|

* IDFC FIRST Bank launched the Zero-Forex Diamond Reserve Credit Card as a premium
offering for frequent international travellers.
feha|

u Exam Genius e Exam Genius aExam Genius_Official @Exam Genius ﬂ Exam Genius yvm:l;;m:ﬁi::&in
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Ques: Who was appointed as the new Prime Minister of Yemen after the resignation of
the previous Prime Minister?

A oh ULTHAT oh 3Kt o 916 ¢ TYHHT o &9 H fha g fhar man?

A) Salem bin Breik / ¥ai¥ fo= s

B) Rashad Mohammed Al-Alimi / %21€ Hig™e 37d-3refiHt
C) Shaya Mohsen Zindani / T @igaq fSiert

D) Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak / 31gHg 37d1g fo JaR®
E) Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar / 37eft g9 31e1-3gHR

Answer: Option C
Explanation | <aT=r:

» The Prime Minister of Yemen resigned from his position.

o gH & gt 7 oo U § gt & |

* After the resignation, Yemen’s Foreign Minister Shaya Mohsen Zindani was appointed as
the new Prime Minister.

« SKITth o T1E A oh fager #3it emar Aiges et ot 7o wa=st fges forar |

* He replaced Salem bin Breik as Prime Minister.

o I YUTHT UG IR Fetd fo sieh o1 @ fora|

» The capital of Yemen is Sanaa. The currency of Yemen is the Yemeni Rial.

o JH T ASTYTT TT &1 T <ht JaT Ja-t Raret gl
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Ques: Why is the Ministry of Defence adding a dedicated counter-drone security layer
under the “Delhi Dome” air defence grid?

<efT HATerd “feeett S arg X&t fire o dgd Ueh THfUd Shidex-giF JREN URd il SIS 38T 87

A) To monitor civilian air traffic over Delhi / =il & R AR gaTS ATATATT hl IR & folg

B) To counter threats from unmanned aerial vehicles targeting sensitive military installations
| Gaea=fer 9= afas™ i et [HRET g9 a1t AT9a Aed gaTs arg-l o @a”l I [Hge & fou

C) To replace existing missile defence systems / HISI&T AT &1 Younferd! ol dgem o folg

D) To support commercial drone operations / aTfoifSes g9 TaTe et HYF < & fow

E) To integrate foreign-made air defence technology / faésft arg &im deh-iteh et Tehlehd &3

fee

Answer: Option B
Explanation | =arzar:

» The Ministry of Defence is adding a dedicated counter-drone security layer to protect select
sensitive military installations within the “Delhi Dome” air defence grid.

o &1 HATeTd “feeett S g &t e & siafd gfHar ddgasiter =1 ufasHi i grerm & fag g
T PSR- WRd SiiE T 2l

» The move gained urgency after Pakistan’s failed attempt to target Delhi during the 88-hour
long Operation Sindoor.

« I8 heH 88 ©e didl TR gy o SR UTfched™ gIRT feeredt aht fA=I=T1 a9 & Srthel UATH o d16
31f9eh drehifereh g AT

» The Indian Air Force (IAF) leads tri-services operational oversight of India’s air defence
systems.

« RN arg T (IAF) arg efT wonferdt i B-ar aikare Rt &1 Aqa st &l

» Counter-drone systems have already been installed at Vayu Sena Bhavan and are being
deployed at Nausena Bhavan.

« FRIER-Z TUNerat Ugat & arg ST Ta & @ &Y o gt & ok AR e & &9 Y o <@ B
» The objective is to counter threats posed by unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS), especially
drones.

« ZYHT I HI-G Agd a1 arg-t (UAVs), faiveR g1 @ Iaaa W=l ahl HepTadll AT Bl

» The Vajra Sentinel Anti-Drone System has been installed at Vayu Sena Bhavan.

- g1 Ofeet U&-giH Reen arg 91 va+ & wnfud forar man 8|

* It is manufactured by Big Bang Boom Solutions, a Chennai-based company, and is
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Ques: In what role did India Post deliver its first order booked through the Open
Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC)?

3N Aeadh ®R i wAd (ONDC) & Areny @ geh fohT 77 3uA Uget TR o gfear e
A forg fffent A fefter foan?

A) Seller on ONDC / ONDC W faghar
B) Buyer on ONDC / ONDC | TER
C) Logistics Service Provider (LSP) / @lfSifeead 9ar uardr

D) Payment Service Provider / STTdT< ddT UaTdT
E) Technology Platform Operator / deh-ilchl TicthiH 3TUex

Answer: Option C
Explanation | gr=ar:

* India’s postal network has taken a major digital leap by delivering its first ONDC
order.

« YR & STeh Aedeh = 37T Ugal ONDC 31T fSeflar &R Uah a3t fsfSted & s 8|

* For the first time, the Department of Posts delivered an online order booked through
the Open Network for Digital Commerce.

« Uget! AR ETeh [T 7 37U Aeach ik f3fSicet Sias o A1end 9 gen fopam mar ifAerns
3iTeR feefiar feran

* India Post is acting as a Logistics Service Provider (LSP) under ONDC.

« 31 Ule ONDC & dgd dlfsiiea dar Uarar (LSP) & ®9 § & &< 8T gl

 Currently, the Department of Posts is operational on ONDC under the “Click & Book”
model.

o AT H Tk [AUTT ONDC WR “feRieh U " Higdl oh dgd hid e 3T 8

» Under this system, sellers can digitally generate pickup requests. Sellers can select
India Post as their logistics partner on the ONDC platform.

« 39 UUTTel! & dgd fachar fefice U 4 ey iRty S+Re o dehd &1 fashdr ONDC
TICthIH TR $f3a1 UIke aht 31UAT SilfSifeery Uré-R g1 Tehd gl
 Parcels are collected directly from the sellers’ premises.

o grde facharstt & ufRar @ WY vend fohu ST &
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Ques: The Nutrient-Based Subsidy (NBS) Scheme, which provides subS|dy on
phosphatic and potassic fertilizers, is implemented by which authority?

hiTthideh 3R UleTeh IdRehl R Gfsddt UaM & drell |f¢Ue sUTiRd Ifsdgt (NBS) e
ol fohe TTfereRRoT gIRT o] fohaT Sirar 872

A) Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare / S Td foram sremor fawmr
B) Department of Fertilizers / Id& fawmt

C) NITI Aayog / =ifa smatT

D) Food Corporation of India / R4 @rer

E) Ministry of Rural Development / TTHI0T faderr #31era

Answer: Option B
Explanation | gr=ar:

» The Nutrient-Based Subsidy (NBS) Scheme was launched on 1 April 2010.

- Ffede sraika Tfeddl (NBS) e 1 31iiel 2010 i T <hl 715 2|

* It is implemented by the Department of Fertilizers under the Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilizers.

« 3U I T Iaeh HATeT oh it IJdeh [AHRT gRT AR foham ST 8|

» The scheme provides a fixed subsidy on Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers,
calculated on the basis of nutrient content (N, P, K, S).

* 3 TioHT o dgd hithicdh Ud UleTRIeh IaRehl U= Ti¥eh dadi (N, P, K, S) &l AT & MR
R fAfga afEt & st 8l

* Its objective is to promote balanced fertilisation and discourage excessive use of
nitrogen-based fertilizers such as urea.

« SR I Tford IARIhUT Tl TEIAT AT TUT IRAT T ATSLIST-STTRT IeRehl oh A dh
SN ! gdlcTied T &l

* For Rabi 2025-26, Ammonium Sulphate has been newly included under the NBS
scheme, with an estimated budgetary allocation of ¥37,952.29 crore.

o Tt 2025-26 @ folg IHIATH Gethe el NBS TieiT H 2MTiAe fohar mam g 9T srgATHa
oIS MTded ¥37,952.29 1S 8l
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About ¥736 crore higher than Kharif 2025 allocation - NBS Rates (Rabi 2025-26)

* Nitrogen (N): ¥ 43.02/kg

* Phosphorus (P): ¥ 47.96/kg
» Potassium (K): ¥ 2.38/kg
 Sulphur (S): ¥ 2.87/kg
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Ques: Who secured a seventh term as President of Uganda after winning the
recent general elections?

gIferaT 31H IHTEl H Sitd o o1E Gl oh AFATd eh U H HIddl hrichlel foha giidet fehar?

A) Yoweri Museveni / i) gaa=

B) Paul Kagame / Gfel @&

C) Uhuru Kenyatta / 3g% eh=rer

D) Samia Suluhu Hassan / €191 g &9

E) Hakainde Hichilema / gTegs fgfrersr

Answer: Option A
Explanation | aTdr:

» Yoweri Museveni secured a seventh term as the President of Uganda.
o R} FHIT = GIiST oh AFURT oh U H Fiddl shrdehlel gTiiel fehan

* He has been in power since 1986.

- 98 1986 ¥ U1 H §|

» Museveni won the election with a decisive majority.

o GHIT A WY SgAT F AT S

» Uganda follows a presidential system of government.

« ST # FUfd YuTTelt hl TR &l

» The capital of Uganda is Kampala. The official currency of Uganda is the Ugandan
Shilling.

o GIIST <l ASTYTT hUTeT 8| GIrieT <hl snfdentiRen HaT gumier fifei 8|
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Ques: Which state cabinet approved the Dagadarthi Greenfield Airport Prolect in
Nellore district?

AR foiet 7 gwreredf dfiAthics ToRulé ulRatsn ot fha Ty i ke A At 4172

A) Tamil Nadu / afaeTg

B) Karnataka / @-iieeh

C) Telangana / d<fTHT

D) Andhra Pradesh / 31ig TeaT
E) Odisha / 3fifsem

Answer: Option D
Explanation | aTdr:

» The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approved the Dagadarthi Greenfield Airport Project in
Nellore district.

o 3TY YA WFR hl hfee A etk et & graredf dfiqthics garuld ufkatsr ot w58 &1

» The approval will significantly boost the state’s aviation and industrial infrastructure.
« Jg Holt ISY o QIAURM SfR Sfieiifien sraei=amT &t 981 Serar il

 After approval, Dagadarthi will become the 8th airport of Andhra Pradesh.

o Aol & dTE SSTAT Hig U T 84T gars STgl I

» The project reflects the state’s commitment to creating a future-ready, multi-modal
logistics and industrial network.

- Ig ulRateT widsg & forg R, Acdl-Aled difoieeay 3R el Aeach s-m &l Isg &t
Ufegdl ohl 22ridt &l

» Phase-| of the project is designed to handle 1.4 million passengers annually.

o GRANSTAT ohT thol-| IraT 1.4 o= oot &) devrem & fog fEeme= fovar ma 2

* In the future, the airport’s capacity can be scaled up to handle 15 million passengers
annually.

o sy | garg 31 i &HaT FeTaR AT 15 fAfers ot e &t S e 8|
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Ques: Who has been appointed as Vigilance Commissioner in the Central
Vigilance Commission under the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003?
held Fdehd! HTART AT, 2003 o SHdTd halT Tcehdl SANT & Fdehdl HRY<h o &0 &
fonet fAgeh foRa mmam 82

A) Shri Sanjay Kothari / 2t T</g &leRI

B) Shri Praveen Vashista / #it di= afrs

C) Shri Ajay Bhushan Pandey / it 311 9[§oT Ui
D) Shri T. M. Bhasin / & & Ta. 9ydi=

E) Shri K. V. Chowdary / &ft o&. &t. Tie’t

Answer: Option B
Explanation | gr=ar:

» The Hon’ble President of India, exercising powers under Section 4(1) of the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC) Act, 2003, appointed Shri Praveen Vashista as Vigilance
Commissioner in the Central Vigilance Commission.

« R o AEUTT 7 el Tdchal AT AfAFTH, 2003 i URT 4(1) & d8d Ue *If<hal ahl
TINT ehed §Q 4t Ui afs et chld TclehdT SANT H Hcehdl RY<h Ag<h fohan|

» Shri Praveen Vashista took oath as Vigilance Commissioner before the Central
Vigilance Commissioner, who was authorised by the President of India in accordance
with Section 5(3) of the CVC Act, 2003.

« 3ff el afAm 7 Fk achar AT sfAfAgH, 2003 &t 9RT 5(3) o TTGYHT & AR
AFUTT GRT fAhd Held Tdehdl RI<h h THET UG <hl ATY ol |

» The CVC Act, 2003 provides for the appointment of one Central Vigilance
Commissioner and two Vigilance Commissioners.

o haIT TachdT STATT HAfATATH, 2003 & IR Teh hald TdehdT ARI<h IR & TdchdT SIHI
1 Fgfh o1 UTa YT Bl

» The tenure of a Vigilance Commissioner is four years or until the age of 65 years,
whichever is earlier.

« AhdT 3RY<h I hIAKIA IR I8 IT 65 I chl IR dch, STt it Uget g, RufRa gl
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Ques: Which government scheme focuses on the development of theme-based
tourist circuits in India?

URA H AH-MTRT g Hiche! oh A UR ehl-Hl TR Ao chigd g7

A) Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan (PM-JUGA) / TeTH3T STHSIT 39d
e SifHaE

B) Challenge Based Destination Development (CBDD) / deist STeTiRd Tided o

C) Swadesh Darshan Scheme / w81 g TerT

D) Swadesh Darshan 2.0 / @1 &3f 2.0

E) Incredible India Campaign / shfsae sfsar Sifuam

Answer: Option C
Explanation | gr=ar:

» The Swadesh Darshan Scheme was launched in January 2015 by the Ministry of
Tourism.

o TN &R TISHT SHaRT 2015 H Wi HATed gRT & o T3 ot

* Its main objective is the development of theme-based tourist circuits across India.

« ST 3 6T R R H fiH-3nerRd udest afchel o1 faerr o 8|

» Under the scheme, 76 projects have been sanctioned with a total outlay of ¥5,290.33
crore.

o 3 IS & 3idifd 76 TRAISTHIST &t ¥5,290.33 i 6l et ARTT & ATY Wiepfa & 715 g
» Out of these, 75 projects have been physically completed.

« T8 @ 75 gRaieHTY i w1 & ot & g &

» Swadesh Darshan 2.0 is the revamped version of the scheme with a focus on
sustainable and responsible tourism and a destination-centric approach.

o T3 221 2.0 TS ohl I9d T&heuT g, fTd Tdd ud fSimeR wieqd 9 fideg-ahfed
3R IR SR R T 2|

» A sub-scheme under SD 2.0 is the Challenge Based Destination Development
(CBDD), aimed at enhancing tourist experience across the entire value chain.

o W1 & 2.0 & Siafd It smenfRa vided faerd (CBDD) IU-TteiT &, foent 3889 IR
deg 91 H gdeeh ST i dgak I 8
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Recent News headlines related to Sports

» The 2nd Khelo India Beach Games are set to begin at Ghoghla Beach, Diu, from 5th to

10th January.
- TR WAt e g T AT SIS areer &, §19 J 5 ¥ 10 STkt dh fohaT ST 3@l gl

» Venus Williams (45) has been awarded a wildcard entry to the Australian Open.

« 45 quifg d9 fafern &t Sifedferas o= & folg aTsceaTs el &1 715 &

» Hockey India has appointed Sjoerd Marijne as the chief coach of the Indian women'’s
hockey team.

« §ichl S7&AT A TIS AR et AR AfgeT glht E1H a1 7 ehi<l gh fehar &l

» The 27th edition of the FIDE World Rapid and Blitz Chess Championship 2025 was held at
the Sports and Events Complex, Qatar University, Doha, Qatar.

« 2741 FIDE a3 Ug 3R feoiest radst dftafg 2025 shar fagfdeney & widy ds gded
I, qIgT (haR) | TSI o |

* Indian women'’s cricket achieved a major milestone as Deepti Sharma became the highest
wicket-taker in Women’s T20 International cricket.

« YRAIT Afge fohche = Uah T8I Iuatfed g1fiet <t ST Qe 2l afgetr &20 siaRdia fohdhe &
qaifeeh fdche o+ areft Tgarst |

» Sonam Yeshey of Bhutan created history by becoming the first bowler ever to take eight
wickets in a men’s T20 International match.

o Y2 & A A A G2 E120 HARTEN fehche H 3113 fdche o aTet uget garst s-e sfdgra @
fea|

» Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU), located in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, will host eight
sporting disciplines of the World Police and Fire Games (WPFG) 2029.

« TR & MR g It e fAyfdene (RRU) ac gferd U8 wrR 19 (WPFG) 2029 &6t
3T W faemant ht Astart S|

» Surya Charishma Tamiri from Andhra Pradesh won the Women'’s Singles crown at the 87th
Senior National Badminton Championships held in Vijayawada.
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Ques: Who won the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement for
groundbreaking research on underground fungal networks?

YT ThiTel Hedeh R 31dyd MY o olT TRieR tafero qRERR foha Sitdr?

A) Toby Kiers / @&t shiad

B) Vandana Shiva / @& fRrar
C) Jane Goodall / S T[Elel
D) Sylvia Earle / [&feaar 3ref
E) Rachel Carson / 3@ &1e-

Answer: Option C
Explanation | aTdr:

« American evolutionary biologist Toby Kiers won the Tyler Prize for Environmental
Achievement.

« SRR Ishifder Stafd==T el I = TR TATaRoT [REhR SitdT|

» She was awarded for her groundbreaking research on underground fungal networks.
« 3% YA BT Aeadh WR Ry 17T S1vaud ity & g a8 AR fear ma)|

» Her research highlights the role of fungal networks in climate regulation and
ecosystem stability.

o Ik MY = Ferarg fafAas iR uriRfRAfdeh! d i fRRAT # thitet Aeaeh &l YfAehT ol ISR
feha|

» The Tyler Prize is often referred to as the “Nobel Prize for the environment.”

o TR YRR ohl 37eRR “UYTERUT ohl Alsle] YIEhR” Thel ST gl

» The prize money associated with the Tyler Prize is $250,000.

* TR RERR <hl JREHR A $250,000 2|
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Ques: Which institution is hosting the India International Conference on
Democracy and Election Management (IICDEM)-2026 in New Delhi?

75 et & smaifSia wRa SiaRfeta erd= v Rafaa udes e (IICDEM)—2026 &
ToTaTt -t T o @l 82

A) Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs / §9<a i d3Ted

B) India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM) / YRd
AT iehdd Ud Aafa ude dwame

C) Election Commission of India (ECI) / YRda Hafas smanT

D) NITI Aayog / ifa SmahT

E) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) / Tig<h Jg faehrd ehrdehd

Answer: Option C
Explanation | aTdr:

» The India International Conference on Democracy and Election Management
(IICDEM)-2026 is a three-day conference starting from 21 January 2026, held in New
Delhi.

« MR FRIEIT SAtehcd™ T [Aaias Usigs e (IICDEM)—-2026, 21 SHaRT 2026 ¥ ¥ g
arelt i feaeita g g, it =2 fioedt # smaifera fawar St 28T 8|

» The conference is hosted by the Election Commission of India (ECI) and organised
by the India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM).

« 3T e i ASTEHT YR Aate- it (ECI) gRT &6l ST ! g YT §Hh! (™S 9Rd
SIRIETT Aehds Ud Fatae ueies G (I1IDEM) &R 8T gl

* It is the largest global conference hosted by India in the field of democracy and
election management.

« Ig dtehdd 3R [afa Uy & &7 # YRd gRT SaifSid 9ed 921 AfYeh awier 8|

» The theme of the conference is “Democracy for an inclusive, peaceful, resilient and
sustainable world.”

o e &t fawg g — “gwrash, erifagul, 9=k ik Gad fasy & forg dd=|”

» The Chief Election Commissioner is Gyanesh Kumar, and the Election
Commissioners are Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi.

« 77 fAafe= Smrgeh IMT HAR € aUT g mg<h gEeR &g 4y iR fade Siaft 8
u Exam Genius w Exam Genius 0 Exam_Genius_Official @Exam Genius 0 Exam Genius vvv:i\::v:l;;mzzi::s.in
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Ques: How many illegal betting and gambling website links were blocked by the
Government in a single enforcement action?

TRAR = Yeh 51 Yecd hrRaTg H feha=it S1dY HeaTsil 3R S[Y ehl dadrse feich scileh chi?

A) 120
B) 180
C) 242
D) 500
E) 7,800

Answer: Option C
Explanation | aTdr:

» The Government intensified its crackdown on illegal online betting and gambling
platforms.

« TR A 37AY IHTATST TeaToil 3R S & WIChHFR UR HhRATS o9l <l

* In a single action, the Government blocked 242 illegal betting and gambling website
links.

* Uch 8l hRATE H WHR A 242 Y HedTsit 3R U i daarse feieh sl il

 This action is part of a broader nationwide enforcement drive.

« I TIRATS Teh AU JET Uda- SIHI T g

» Under this enforcement drive, more than 7,800 illegal betting and gambling websites
have already been taken down across the country.

* 3H Uad A o Tgd 31 deh 3R | 7,800 ¥ 3Hfdeh 31y Hearoil 3R ST hl derarsel
o o€ foRaT ST T 8

» The move aims to curb illegal online gambling activities and protect users from
financial fraud.

* 3H heH I 35T Y TS 9T TR Aeh TR R IUTARThd 3 bt fa<iia aiaradt 9
I 8|
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Ques: Which institution organised a Foundation Day and Industry Conclave and
is recognised as an Institution of National Importance under the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry?
fohe I A BIde 3 3R S8 apleld ol STTTSH fohar g iR o1 arforsy ud e
ToATerd & 3idifd TET Agea ol SRIH wiftd fmar mar 2

A) National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) / gt the tenfieht T

B) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi / YR Henfircht T feeedt

C) Footwear Design & Development Institute (FDDI) / Gefaar fesirg= g faenra derm=
D) National Institute of Design (NID) / TE1T fSsire I=Im=

E) Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) / el THST STIHU TR

Answer: Option C
Explanation | aTdr:

» The Footwear Design & Development Institute (FDDI), an Institution of National
Importance under the aegis of the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, organised a Foundation Day and
Industry Conclave to mark its Foundation Day.

« hefaerR f35Tg4 vd fara S (FDDI), Sit arftrsa gd SeT #31ed o 3iaiid DPIIT &
IefiH Yoh AHTT Agd T T @, 7 31U TATYAT fGdd o 3a¥R IR HhI¥eH 8 3R 8%}
chivaretd chl STTATST fohaT|

* FDDI is a premier academic institution in India dedicated to footwear, leather
products, fashion, and retail management. It was established in 1986 under the
Ministry of Commerce & Industry.

« FDDI ¥Rd &1 Ueh T RAei{0ch TRIH &, ST HefdaR, dex 3dTE, haF 3R Red geie &
&7 § THfUq g 39! WITTAT 1986 H aTftrsy Ud IeiT HaATerd & Sidifd &l 12 oft|

* In 2017, FDDI was declared an Institution of National Importance (INI), placing it
alongside elite institutions such as IITs and NIFTs.

o gy 2017 & FDDI oh! IS Agcd ol T (INI) Tifa fomar mam, =g @8 11Ts S8R NIFTs
oY ufafla St &t goft & enfaer gt ma|

* FDDI currently operates through 12 state-of-the-art campuses across India, with its
headquarters in Noida and campuses in Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Jodhpur,
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Ques: What is the objective of the Union Cabinet-approved ¥1,788 crore
proposal related to banknote paper production?

31,788 IS hl held AfFHSH gRT Wichd TISHT AT I8 T 82

A) To establish a new currency printing press in Western India / af#t wRa & 731 st
fiifér o9 wnfua e

B) To set up a new high-security banknote paper production line at Narmadapuram /
THETYRH H Id-JREI Sehriic TR IUTEH TS AT Rl

C) To privatise Security Paper Mill operations / &l TR faer o dare o Asiiason
h<T

D) To increase coin minting capacity across India / 73R & feepT &lTs &HdT SaMT

E) To import advanced banknote paper from foreign countries / fager & 3ad de-le TR
ST h<AT

Answer: Option B
Explanation | aTdr:

» The Union Cabinet approved a 1,788 crore proposal to set up a new banknote
paper production line.

« helg HRHSH A T8 Sehle JUR I TS RATUT e b folg 71,788 &his i TiSHT at
et & 8l

» The objective is to boost the output of high-security banknote paper.

* SUHT I IT-TRET dehle UUR h IUTG i T &

» The project will be implemented at Narmadapuram, Madhya Pradesh, by the
Security Paper Mill (SPM).

« gg URIISTHT Hear Uesr o AHergRA # ReriRé duR e (SPM) gRT @ny &t simaeft

» The new line will use cylindrical mould watermark-based technology with an annual
capacity of 6,000 metric tonnes.

« 8 ITE A1 RAfcifgenat Aicg dfexdTeh dep-ier WR TR givil, f<ht arftier &r\dT 6,000
Hifgen & gt

* It will replace two ageing production lines and increase total capacity from 7,500 to
about 12,000 metric tonnes per year.
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« g T QRIT ITe Tl bt ufaeenfia ehft iR et &mar 7,500 ¥ FgTens & TeRT 12,000
Hif¥er o fey I ahe 27

* India prints around 26 billion banknotes annually, with banknote paper demand rising
by 7-8%.

e R H Ufday AT 26 3R dehle B S1d & 3R Sch-le YU <l HiTT 7-8% ¢ ot 8l

* Printing is carried out by SPMCIL and its subsidiary BRBNMPL.

« 7207 I SPMCIL 3R 39! HgRieh shu-t BRBNMPL gRT fehar Sirar gl

» The expansion ensures domestic availability of high-security and CBRN-resistant
paper for currency, passports, and other secure documents.

» g faEaR HaT, urEuid 3R 31 YIS e&draeli & foly I=a-gRerm 9 CBRN-UfaRie duR &t
TR JuTTHdT gHfHa Fear gl
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Ques: When is National Startup Day observed in India?

WRd # TET €SN fGad she AT ST 872

A) 12 January
B) 15 January
C) 16 January
D) 26 January
E) 1 February

Answer: Option C
Explanation | =arar:

 National Startup Day 2026 was observed on 16 January.

o AT WIEIY f&a9 2026, 16 SHaR! at HART 147

» The day aims to recognise and promote the startup ecosystem in India.
o 39 f& T I2T YR & WIEIY ShiATH i UgdH 37 3R Fgrar a7 gl
 As of December 2025, India hosts over 2 lakh startups.

« f&daR 2025 Ik YR # 2 g I 31fdeh Widsry gl

* This places India among the world’s largest startup ecosystems.

« 3T YRA AT & TaY T8 WIEINT Sehiaeed | M gt SI1ar &

» National Startup Day has been observed since 2016.

« AT wWEIT gy 2016 T 7T ST ET &
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Important days :

* 18 December : 25th International Migrants Day (Theme 2025 My Great Story:
Cultures and Development) (Started in 2000)

» 18 December : National Minority Rights Day

» 20 December : International Human Solidarity Day 2025 (Theme 2025 Solidarity for
Sustainable Development: Uniting Communities for a Shared Future)

« 20 December : Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) observes its Raising Day

« 21 December : World Basketball Day 2025 (Started in 2023)

* 21 December : 2nd World Meditation Day (1st - 2024)

* 22 December : National Mathematics Day 2025 (Commemorates Birth date (138th )
of Srinivasa Ramanujan, born in 1887)

» 22 December : National Mathematics Day

* 23 December : National Farmer’s Day

* 24 December : National Consumer Day (theme “Efficient and Speedy Disposal
through Digital Justice.”)

e 25 December : 12th Good Governance Day (theme “Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore
(Governance Towards Villages)”)

 19th to 25th December : Good Governance Week

» 26 December : 4th Veer Bal Diwas

« 27 December : 6th International Day of Epidemic Preparedness 2025 (Started in
2020)

e 1 January : Global Family Day (Started in 2000)

e 2 January : World Introvert Day (Theme 2026 Quietly Changing Tomorrow)

* 3 January : International Mind-Body Wellness Day

* 4 January : World Braille Day (Started in 2018)

e 5 January : National Bird Day (started in 2002)

* 6 January : World Day of War Orphans (Started in 1995)

* 6 January : 9th National Siddha Day (“Siddha for Global Health.”)

* 8 January : Earth’s Rotation Day

* 9 January : Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD)

* 10 January : World Hindi Day, also known as Vishwa Hindi Diwas

« 12 January : National Youth Day, also known as Rashtriya Yuva Divas and
Vivekananda Jayanti

e 15 January : Indian Army Day (theme 2026 “Year of Networking and Data
Centricity.”)
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IMPORTANT ONE - LINER Current Affairs

o The Directorate General of Foreign Trade in collaboration with the Ministry of
External Affairs, the Federation of Indian Export Organisations and other
Government partners and industry stakeholders, organised the National
Conference on Strategic Trade Controls (NCSTC) 2026 in New Delhi

¢ Indian Army has placed a Rs.168 crore order with NewSpace Research &
Technologies for its Medium Altitude Persistent Surveillance System (MAPSS), a
fully electric, solar-powered unmanned aerial vehicle designed for long-endurance
surveillance missions.

e ICC Men’s player of the month for December 2025 is Mitchell Starc (Australia) and
ICC Women'’s player of the month for December 2025 Laura Wolvaardt (South
Africa)

¢ India and Germany Signed a Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) to deepen bilateral
cooperation in the fields of telecommunications and Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs)

o Government of Tamil Nadu sighed a Memorandum of Understanding with Sarvam

Al to establish India’s first full-stack Sovereign Artificial Intelligence Park in
Chennai
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o faRer R AgIfARenea A fRARer darea, YR Aafa s 99 iR o= SR aEieR)
Td I ST & fgduRenl & gatT 4 A5 Reett # amRer aamar Ruser R mdfa a@ies
(NCSTC) 2026 <r1 3matsT fRar|

o WRd T4 3 g RO g ta-iarsiisr el 39t Awd Harg fFARar ARE gored
(MAPSS) & foig 168 s Tud o SifdR f&ar 81 ag vas gofa: Regaafed, 9k st @
T a1l AFeRIgd gars argd g [ Sderrei= AR sif Y=t & oo fasmss forar man
el

o fegaR 2025 & A St gow WaR ST & Hy Al wrdh (sifefer) € ofk REer
2025 & farg st Afger @ar sitth g "y @R atearge (Sfaor enfen) &

o URA 3R A A REUR 3R uAT vd AR venfd (endhidl) & a=t 7 fueha ggain
ot IR ASTgd A & AT Uan g s givon g (SiEhens) R gwaner fahg|

o AMTATg AR A AAE § YR &1 Ugen Yof-wa Suy FiAw giga«r ardh wnfoa &7 &
forg gdw vand & 91y ges SwEidar Aae wR g arer v
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