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Article For Reading - This time for Africa: On 
India, Africa and the Global South

India must take forward its commitment to Africa and 
the Global South

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Nigeria, and his 
ongoing tours to Brazil, for the G-20, and Guyana, are 
important not only for ties with each of these countries 
but also significant as a statement on India’s 
commitment to the Global South. In the Abuja visit, the 
first after then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s 2007 
visit, where the two countries declared a Strategic 
Partnership, Mr. Modi and Nigerian President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu reaffirmed ties in areas including defence 
cooperation. Mr. Modi identified terrorism, separatism, 
piracy and drug trafficking as challenges for the two 
countries to work together on. Receiving Nigeria’s ‘the 
Grand Commander of the Order of the Niger’, Mr. Modi, 
the second foreign dignitary to receive the distinction, 
dedicated the award to the people of India and to the 
‘long-standing, historical friendship between India and 
Nigeria’. India was among the countries that sent 
teachers and doctors to Nigeria after its independence 
from Britain in 1960. The Indian community is over 
60,000-strong — India’s largest diaspora in West Africa, 
and a bridge builder. 

https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA%3D%3D
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://www.facebook.com/Exam.Genius.0
https://www.youtube.com/%40Exam_Genius
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-talks-with-nigerian-president-tinubu-focus-on-boosting-strategic-ties/article68879088.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-arrives-in-brazil-to-attend-g20-summit/article68880649.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-receives-nigerias-second-highest-national-award/article68878982.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-receives-nigerias-second-highest-national-award/article68878982.ece


The two countries have strong economic ties in a region 
where India has often been faulted for not doing more: 
about 200 Indian companies have invested about $27 
billion, in pharma, health care, agriculture and energy, 
where both countries share low-cost technologies and 
experiences as they tackle similar chronic issues of 
poverty, pollution and population density. Nigeria is 
among the top African economies in GDP. It is now a 
BRICS partner country. The conversations will continue, 
as both leaders travelled to Rio De Janeiro for the G-20 
in Brazil, and where the African Union was inducted as 
a G-20 member in 2023.

While India’s voluble commitment to the Global South 
and South-South cooperation has been appreciated, 
particularly in Africa, it also has been seen as short on 
follow-through at times. Its leadership of the third 
iteration of “Voice of the Global South” (VoGS) 
conference this year has seen lack-lustre participation. 
India’s plans to use the platform to feed into the G-20 
processes may find more engagement if it allows the G-
20 host each year to take over the hosting of the VoGS 
summit. The India-Africa Forum summit, last held in 
2015, is also overdue, and it is hoped that New Delhi 
moves, as the Foreign Secretary promised at a briefing 
on Mr. Modi’s visit, to hold it early next year. 
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As India shores up ties across the Southern hemisphere, 
and builds common cause with countries that are 
important when it comes to the debate over global 
governance, food, energy and health security, it must be 
seen to match its ideals with nimble footwork and a 
decided presence across the developing world, as is 
evidenced by the Prime Minister’s travels this week.

Vocabulary –

1. Reaffirmed (verb) पुनः पुष्टि की)
Meaning= to state again strongly
Synonym: Reiterate, confirm
Antonym: Retract, deny
Example: The president reaffirmed his commitment to 
the new environmental policies during the conference.

2. Dignitary (noun)महत्वपूर्ण व्यष्ति)
Meaning = a person considered to be important because 
of high rank or office.
Synonym: Official, notable
Antonym: Commoner, nonentity
Example: Several dignitaries were invited to the 
embassy’s national day celebration.



3. Piracy (Noun) समुद्री डकैिी, चोरी 
Meaning – It refers to an act or practice, such as 
stealing intellectual property or committing robbery at 
sea.
Synonyms – Robbery, Bootlegging, Hijacking.
Antonyms – legitimacy, Security, Lawfulness.
Example – The captain warned the crew about the risks 
of piracy in these waters.

4. Inducted (verb) (शाममल करना)
Meaning= to formally admit someone to a position or 
organization
Synonym: Initiate, install
Antonym: Expel, dismiss
Example: She was inducted into the honour society in 
recognition of her academic achievements.

5. Voluble (adj) वाचाल
Meaning= speaking a lot, with confidence and 
enthusiasm.
Synonym: Loquacious, talkative
Antonym: Taciturn, reticent
Example: The voluble tour guide entertained the 
visitors with endless anecdotes.



6.  Lack-lustre (Adj) (फीका, नीरस)
Meaning: Lacking in vitality, force, or conviction.
Synonyms: Dull, uninspired, insipid
Antonyms: Vibrant, dynamic, engaging
Example: The actor’s performance was criticized for 
being lack-lustre and uninspiring. 

7. Nimble(Adj) (िेज़, फुिीला)
Meaning: Quick and light in movement or action.
Synonyms: Agile, deft, sprightly
Antonyms: Clumsy, sluggish, awkward
Example: The nimble dancer captivated the audience 
with her graceful moves.

8. Iteration (Noun) पुनरावतृ्ति
Meaning – Iteration refers to the process of repeating 
something, often with the aim of refining or improving 
it.
Synonyms – Repetition, Recurrence, Loop.
Antonyms – Originality, Singularity, Uniqueness.
Example – This software is the latest iteration of the 
application.



9. Distinction (noun) त्तवशेषिा
Meaning= A difference or contrast between similar 
things or people ()
Synonym: Differentiation, discrepancy
Antonym: Similarity, sameness
Example: He made a clear distinction between the two 
philosophical approaches.

Idioms & Phrases

1. Bridge builder – 
Meaning - Someone who helps to reduce or remove 
differences between groups.

2. Short on follow-through – 
Meaning - Lacking in completion of promised actions or 
tasks.

3. Nimble footwork –
Meaning - Skilful and quick in movement or thinking, 
especially in adapting to changes.
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