


exam_genius exam_genius_official Exam Genius Exam Genius Exam Genius

ARTICLE FOR READING -
DESERT STORM: ON THE T20 WOMEN’S 
WORLD CUP

If West Asia is in the news as a conflict zone, the desert 
sands of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) may offer some 
relief over the next fortnight. The ICC T20 Women’s 
World Cup that commenced at Sharjah on Thursday 
(October 3, 2024) will oscillate between this venue and 
Dubai. Featuring 10 teams split into two groups of five 
each, the championship will conclude on October 20, 
2024. The tournament was supposed to be held in 
Bangladesh, but the unrest of the previous months in 
Dhaka meant that though India’s eastern neighbour 
holds the hosting rights, the matches had to be shifted 
to the UAE. While Australia will step in with the swagger 
of a defending champion, having seized the cup after 
vanquishing host South Africa in the 2023 edition, India 
will walk in with the hope of finally claiming the trophy. 
In the 2020 final at Melbourne, India wilted against 
Australia. Cut to the present, Harmanpreet Kaur’s strong 
unit will clash against New Zealand at Dubai on Friday 
and a good first outing is essential. India has moved on 
from the era of Mithali Raj and Jhulan Goswami and 
those are massive shoes to fill, but Harmanpreet, 
Jemimah Rodrigues, Smriti Mandhana, and others have 
tried their best to chart a fresh path.
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The tournament is also invested with a larger cause 
layered with gender sensitivity. While male players get 
accolades and commercial heft through cricket, female 
players have always fought for their rights. Even in the 
latest event, despite being pitted against each other as 
rivals, there is a sisterhood at play. Through 
interactions with the press, all the leading female 
players have sought more games and also more Tests. 
Often the women are resigned to playing just limited-
overs cricket. While Mithali turned out in 232 ODIs and 
89 T20Is, it is a travesty that she played only 12 Tests in 
a long career. Harmanpreet and company have often 
sought comfort in diverse franchise leagues but there 
is nothing like a solid bilateral contest to toughen up 
the stars. Having won the title on six occasions, 
Australia remains the behemoth. Alyssa Healy and her 
merry bunch will be the team that most squads, 
including old rival England, would want to knock off 
the pedestal. And for those keen on watching 
neighbourhood rivalry, India and Pakistan are placed in 
Group A and will face off on Sunday. Diplomatic 
tensions have ensured that the two nations compete 
against each other only in global events.
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Summary –
The ICC T20 Women’s World Cup 2024 is taking place in 
the UAE, shifted from Bangladesh due to unrest. The 
tournament features 10 teams, split into two groups, 
and will conclude on October 20. Defending champions 
Australia are favorites, while India, led by Harmanpreet 
Kaur, aims to win their first title. The tournament also 
highlights the gender inequality in cricket, with female 
players advocating for more matches and Tests. 
Australia, led by Alyssa Healy, is the dominant team, 
while India and Pakistan will face each other in a high-
profile match in Group A.

Vocabulary-
1. Swagger (Noun) अकॾ-
2. Meaning – A confident or arrogant manner, style, or 

attitude.
 Synonyms – Arrogance, confidence, Bluster.
Antonyms- Shyness, Timidity, Diffidence.
E.g.- He walked with a swagger.

2. Vanquish (Verb) पराजित करना –
Meaning – To defeat someone or something 
completely.
Synonyms – Conquer, Subdue, Annihilate.
Antonyms – Yield, Lose, Succumb.
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E.g.- The knight vowed to vanquish the dragon and free 
the kingdom from its terror.

3. Wilted (Adj) हार मान लेना, झुक िाना-
Meaning – Something that has lost vitality or strength.
Synonyms – Withered, Drooping, Shriveling.
Antonyms – Vibrant, Thriving, Vigorous.
E.g.- In the 2020 final at Melbourne, India wilted against 
Australia.

4. Accolade (Noun) प्रशंसा –
Meaning – Expression of Praise or approval, often given 
in recognisation of someone’s achievement or merits. 
Synonyms – Praise, Kudos, Commendation.
Antonyms – Criticism, Condemnation, Denunciation.
E.g.- The author received numerous accolades for her 
grand breaking novel. 

5. Heft (Noun) महत्व-

Meaning – A sense of importance or significance.
Synonyms – Significance, Importance.
Antonyms – Insignificance, Frailty, Lightness.
E.g.- The male players get accolades and commercial 
have through cricket.
6. Pitted (Adj) ववरोध, ववपक्ष-

Meaning – In struggle or conflict, in direct opposition 
aur competition with one another. 
Synonyms – Rivalled, Contrasted, Opposed.
Antonyms – Allied, United, Cooperating.



7. Travesty (Noun) व्यंग, हास्य-
Meaning- A distorted or absurd representation or 
imitation. 
Synonyms – Satire, Parody, Burlesque.
Antonyms – Genuineness, Elegance.
E.g.- The play was a travesty of the original story. 

8. Behemoth (Noun, Adj) शजततशाली, बहृद –
Meaning – (Noun) Something of enormous size or 
power.
(Adj) – Something that is huge or powerful.
Synonyms – Strength, Influence, Dominance.
Antonyms – Petty, Feeble, Pipsqueak.
E.g.- The tech company has become a behemoth in 
the industry, dominating the market with its 
innovative products. 

Idiomatic Expressions- 
1. Massive shoes to fill –
Meaning- Responsibility to take on following someone 
else’s impressive performance.

2. Sisterhood at a play- 
Meaning – Theme of friendship, support, and 
solidarity among women.

3. Knock off the pedestal –
Meaning – To diminish someone’s status, reputation, 
or authority, often by exposing their flows or failures.
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