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Article For Reading –
A Korean win: On the 2024 Nobel Prize in 
Literature

By awarding the Nobel Prize in Literature to South 
Korean poet and novelist Han Kang this year, the 
Swedish Academy has done two things. It has looked 
eastwards, after going with European writers Jon Fosse 
and Annie Ernaux in the past two years; and it 
celebrates an “innovator in contemporary prose”. While 
announcing the name, the academy lauded the 53-year-
old writer, the first Korean to win the Nobel Prize in 
Literature, “for her intense poetic prose that confronts 
historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human 
life”. With the human condition as her muse, specifically 
the question why and how humanity encompasses 
unspeakable depravity as well as indisputable acts of 
dignity and kindness, Han Kang has experimented with 
form and style to tell her stories. Her best-known work 
available in English is her 2007 novel, The Vegetarian, 
translated by Deborah Smith, and released in 2015. 
Winning the International Booker Prize in 2016, a 
decade after it was first published in Korean, the radical 
story, about a woman who gives up eating meat and 
finds solidarity only in the plant world, paved the way 
for her other novels to be translated into English and 
many other languages. 
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Han Kang, who was born in the South Korean city of 
Gwangju, moved to Seoul when she was nine years old 
and studied Korean literature at university.

Growing up amid books — her father is a novelist — she 
decided to follow in his footsteps but her artistic forays 
include art and music, which she uses in her narratives 
and word images. This is evident, for instance, in her 2016 
novel, The White Book, where an unnamed narrator talks 
about grief — the death of an older sister “less than two 
hours into life” — through white objects including snow, 
salt, moon-shaped rice cake, fog and breast milk. Her 
latest novel, We Do Not Part, to be published in English 
early next year, is the story of a friendship between two 
women in the backdrop of the 1948 massacre in South 
Korea’s Jeju Island. A massacre from the 1980s of students 
and dissenters is also the setting for her most political 
novel, Human Acts (2016), in which souls of the dead are 
allowed to “witness their own annihilation”. Ever since the 
prize was handed out to American singer-songwriter Bob 
Dylan in 2016, the academy has been trying to pull itself 
back to purists. By picking Han Kang, the academy has a 
winner who, in her experimental style, conveys the power 
of literature to break barriers. The prize will invariably 
draw more attention to Korean literature — its dramas, 
cinema and music have been already ruling the globe ever 
since South Korean singer Psy burst forth with ‘Gangnam 
Style’ in 2012.
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Summary –
The Swedish Academy awarded the 2024 Nobel Prize 
in Literature to South Korean poet and novelist Han 
Kang, making her the first Korean laureate. The 
Academy praised her for her "intense poetic prose" 
that explores historical traumas and the complexities 
of the human experience. Han Kang, known for her 
acclaimed novel The Vegetarian, uses innovative 
storytelling techniques to address themes of 
depravity and kindness. Her works often incorporate 
elements of art and music, as seen in The White Book 
and her upcoming novel, We Do Not Part. This award 
is expected to enhance the visibility of Korean 
literature globally, following the rise of South Korean 
culture in recent years.

Vocabulary-

1. Lauded (Verb) प्रशंसा, सराहना
Meaning- To praise or applaud someone or 
Something highly.
Synonyms- Applauded, Commended, Praised.
 Antonyms - Criticized, Condemned, Reproached.
E.g.- The scientist was lauded for her ground breaking 
research on climate changes.
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② Intense (Adj) गहन, तीव्र –
Meaning→ Having or showing strong feelings, emotions, 
or opinions. Existing in a high degree.
Synonyms- Profound, Fierce, Severe. 
Antonyms- Mild, Gentle, Subtle.
E.g.→ She felt an intense joy.

③ Confronts (Verb) सामना / मुकाबला करना –
Meaning→ To face or deal with a difficult situation, 
person or challenges directly.
Synonyms - Tackle, Resist, oppose.
Antonyms- Avoid, Evade, Dodge, Bypass
E.g. → She decided to confronts her fears.

④ Muse (Noun) पे्ररणा-
Meaning→ in the (Verb) A source of inspiration, 
especially context of artistic or to think deeply, or 
Creative work. Meditate on something. 
Synonyms - Inspiration, Guide, Spirit
Antonyms- Discouragement, stagnation.
E.g. - The artist found her muse in the serene beauty of 
nature.

⑤ Depravity (Noun) अनैततकता, भ्रष्ट-
Meaning The state for quality of being morally corrupt or 
wicked
Synonyms - Corruption, Vice, Degeneracy
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Antonyms - Virtue, Morality, Integrity
E.g.-  The novel explores the depravity of human 
nature, revealing how desperation Can lead people to 
commit heinous crime.

⑥ Radical (Adj) उग्र, क्ांततकारी
Meaning→ Extreme or revolutionary; Relating to 
significant changes
Synonyms - Drastic, fundamental, Innovative 
Antonyms - Moderate, superficial, Conservative.
E.g.-  The movement Called for radical Changes in the 
government.

7. Solidarity (Noun) एकजुटता, समन्वय 
Meaning - Collective support and unity among 
individuals or groups striving for peaceful coexistence. 
Campaigns, or movement.
 Synonyms- Cooperation, Compassion, Allegiance 
Antonyms – Disunity, Hostility, conflict. 
E.g.-  In times of Crisis, it is essential solidarity and 
support one another.

⑧ Massacre (Noun) नरसंहार
Meaning→ The act of killing many individuals, in a 
violent & ruthless manner.
Synonyms - Slaughter, Carnage, Genocide
Antonyms→ Salvation, Rescue, Defence
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E.g. The village suffered a devastating massacre 
during the conflict, with many innocent lives lost.

⑨ Dissenter (Noun) ववपरीत, ववरोधी -
Meaning→ As A person who disagrees or holds a 
different opinion
Synonyms Opponent, Contrarian, Rebel.
Antonyms Supporter, Conformist, Advocate.
 E.g. - The dissenter spoke out against the 
proposed changes during the town hall meeting.

Idiomatic Expressions- 

1. Back to purist →
Returning to a strict or original form of something, 
often with an emphasis on maintaining purity or 
authenticity.

②Paved the way- 
To create a path or make it easier for Someone or 
something to follow  or achieve a goal.
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