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EDITORIAL 01 

Healing a nation: On Kamala Harris and the U.S. 

Presidential race 

Harris’s late entry to the race gives her more advantages than 

disadvantages 

 

With arguably the most unexpected plot twist in the recent history 

of U.S. politics playing out in the form of incumbent President Joe 

Biden stepping back from the race for the November election, the 

hope for building a less toxic and more compassionate paradigm of 

politics for the next four years has fallen to his nominee, Vice-

President Kamala Harris. Ms. Harris, of mixed Indian and Jamaican 

heritage, has been formally recognised as the Democratic Party’s 

candidate to take on Republican challenger and former President, 

Donald Trump, after she secured more than a majority of votes from 

party delegates just before the Democratic National Convention later 

this month. Now, Ms. Harris is in the throes of a high-speed dash to 

the finish line, including a flurry of campaign activity relating to her 

vice-presidential pick, the optics of the Convention, the presidential 

debates to follow, and the ceaseless generation of media and online 
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advertising material aimed at swaying voters’ minds in her favour. 

Her strategy appears to be working — in picking Minnesota’s 

progressive Governor, Tim Walz, as her running mate, she has 

partnered with a leader with a reputation for turning Republican 

districts Democratic. Although Mr. Biden had trailed Mr. Trump by a 

few points in approval surveys across the critical swing States, Ms. 

Harris has not only tipped the scale back towards Democrats by a 

margin of 1.9% based on an updating adjusted average of major 

national polls, but she has also proven her credentials in pecuniary 

terms by raising a whopping $310 million in July, including $200 

million in the first week after entering the race. 

 

Her late entry comes with both advantages and risks. On the one 

hand the Trump campaign has had to scramble and re-focus its 

critique on her after spending months and even more dollars 

targeting Mr. Biden, especially highlighting his age, and blaming his 

administration for alleged failures regarding the economy and job 

creation, and immigration. Now, Mr. Trump appears to be pivoting 

to a baser tenor of name-calling and race-baiting, disputing Ms. 

Harris’s racial identity in uncharitable terms. This, ironically, cedes 

the high ground to Ms. Harris, potentially giving her the space to 

cast a broader political net and forge a more inclusive policy agenda 
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that could rise above race politics, reinvigorate the liberal base and 

values of her party, and allow her to be seen as more than just the 

alternative candidate to Mr. Trump. The reality is that it is not only 

the U.S. but also the world that would stand to gain from 

Washington under the next President holding firm to core 

democratic values and genuinely working towards peace across the 

many troubled regions of the world, most immediately in the context 

of the conflict in Gaza spiralling across West Asia, and Russia’s 

belligerence in Ukraine. 

SUMMARY 

Kamala Harris, the Democratic Party's nominee for the U.S. 

Presidential race, has been gaining momentum as she seeks to build 

a more compassionate political paradigm. With President Joe Biden 

stepping back from the race, Harris has been focusing on her vice-

presidential pick, the optics of the Convention, and the presidential 

debates. Her strategy has been successful, with Minnesota's 

progressive Governor Tim Walz as her running mate. Harris has 

raised $310 million in July, including $200 million in the first week 

after entering the race. However, the Trump campaign has had to 

refocus its criticism on her, focusing on her age and blaming 

Biden's administration for alleged failures. This has ceded the high 

ground to Harris, potentially giving her the space to cast a broader 
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political net and forge a more inclusive policy agenda. The world 

would benefit from Washington holding firm to core democratic 

values and working towards peace. 

 

Vocabulary 

1. Incumbent 

Synonyms:  Current, existing, occupant 

Antonyms:  Former, past, previous 

 

2. Compassionate 

Synonyms:  Caring, empathetic, benevolent 

Antonyms:  Unkind, cruel, callous 

 

3.  Throes 

Synonyms:  Agony, anguish, torment 

Antonyms: Peace, relief, pleasure 

 

4.  Flurry 

Synonyms: Burst, surge, spurt 

Antonyms: calm, peace, tranquility 
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5. Swaying 

Synonyms: Oscillating, wobbling, tottering 

Antonyms: Stable, sill, rigid 

 

6. Trailed 

Synonyms: Followed, chased, shadowed 

Antonyms: Directed, headed, pioneered 

 

7. Tipped 

Synonyms: Tilted, slanted, leaned, inclined 

Antonyms: Upright, levelled, stabilized 

 

8. Pecuniary 

Meaning: It refers to anything related to or involving money  

 

9. Scrambling 

Synonyms: Clambering, scurrying, scuffling 

Antonyms: Arranging, ordering, planning 

 

https://examgenius.in/
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://youtube.com/@EDIFYwithVijju?si=JpD3hBZ52A-2eKUc
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==


  ENGLISH EDITORIAL FOR ALL GOVT. EXAMS 

 

VISIT US::  https://examgenius.in/ 

 

 

10. Pivoting 

Synonyms: swiveling, Twisting, rotating 

Antonyms: Stationary, fixed, stagnant 

 

11. Reinvigorate 

Synonyms: Refresh, revitalize, energize 

Antonyms: Deplete, weaken, exhaust 

 

12. Belligerence  

Synonyms: Hostility, aggression, combativeness 

Antonyms: Amity, cooperation, concord 
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EDITORIAL 02 

From hope to despair: On Bangladesh after Sheikh 

Hasina 

Sheikh Hasina developed an authoritarian streak as she stayed on in 

power 

 

With her dramatic escape from Dhaka, just moments before mob 

arson and vandalism, ousted Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina will have time to pause and consider what led to this little-

expected outcome. Once the hope of Bangladesh’s youth, in battles 

for democracy, and a Prime Minister who breathed life into the 

Bangladeshi economy, Ms. Hasina was eventually seen as the 

students’ greatest adversary, held responsible for over 300 deaths 

in protests of the past two months. While she was admired for her 

crackdown on terrorist camps in 2009, handing over criminals to 

India, and her campaign against radicalisation, Ms. Hasina was 

recently more reviled for using the same strong-arm tactics on her 

opponents. The student protests over the quotas that began in July 

may have been the final straw; anger was building up over the past 

decade, with allegations of vote rigging and the suppression of 
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media, and sending leaders, journalists and activists to jail on 

trumped-up charges. Even after winning elections in January for a 

fourth term, Ms. Hasina continued down that path, with cases and 

jail terms against Nobel Laureate and Grameen Bank founder 

Muhammad Yunus, now tipped to head the interim government. 

Her actions, and refusal to give any space for dissent, have 

tarnished the legacy she holds most dear — that of her father, the 

much-beloved founder of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 

whose statues now stand amidst the rubble. There is no doubt that 

the extreme mob violence and protests had political support, and 

possibly the encouragement of elements in Pakistan and the U.S., 

both of which had tense ties with the Awami League government. 

More worrying is the underlying involvement of Islamist groups 

that could affect the religious tolerance and secularism that Ms. 

Hasina tried to usher in during her 15-year tenure. 

 

For India, each of these outcomes must be cause for introspection. 

New Delhi was not just complicit in Ms. Hasina’s actions against 

Bangladeshi opposition members by failing to advise her of the 

repercussions. It also failed to engage them, losing goodwill on 

Dhaka’s streets as well. The Modi government’s unalloyed support 

for Ms. Hasina also ensured her uncritical support, forcing her to 
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accept even unpopular decisions such as the Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act. While securing Ms. Hasina’s safety and well-

being, in a manner accorded to a leader who has always upheld 

India’s interests, the government must not waste time in engaging 

with the next regime and work to assist a peaceful transition to a 

more inclusive process for democracy in Bangladesh. 

 

SUMMARY 

Sheikh Hasina, the ousted Bangladesh Prime Minister, has been 

criticized for her authoritarian tendencies and her actions during 

her tenure. Despite being admired for her crackdown on terrorist 

camps and campaign against radicalisation, she has been accused of 

using strong-arm tactics on her opponents. The student protests 

over quotas may have been the final straw, leading to allegations of 

vote rigging and media suppression. Even after winning elections, 

Hasina continued to use these tactics, leading to cases and jail 

terms against Nobel Laureate and Grameen Bank founder 

Muhammad Yunus. Her actions have tarnished the legacy of 

Bangladesh's founder, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. India must also 

consider the consequences of Hasina's actions, as New Delhi failed 
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to advise her of the repercussions and engage with her, losing 

goodwill on Dhaka's streets. 

 

Vocabulary 

1.  Arson 

Synonyms: Fire-setting, incendiarism, pyromania 

Antonyms: Fire prevention, fire safety, fire protection 

 

2.  Vandalism 

Synonyms: Destruction, damage, sabotage 

Antonyms: Conservation, restoration, protection 

 

3.  Radicalisation 

Meaning: Radicalization refers to the process by which individuals or 

groups adopt extreme or radical beliefs, often leading to significant 

changes in their views and actions. This process can be driven by 

various factors, such as political, social, or religious ideologies. It 

often involves a shift away from mainstream or moderate views 

toward more extreme positions, which can sometimes lead to radical 

behavior or actions. 
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4.  Reviled 

Synonyms: Vilified, Abused, denounced 

Antonyms: Praised, admired, complimented 

 

5. Rigging 

Synonyms: Manipulation, tampering, falsification 

Antonyms: Fairness, integrity, authenticity 

 

6. Adversary 

Synonyms: Opponent, rival, enemy 

Antonyms: Ally, friend, supporter 

 

7. Tarnished 

Synonyms: Dull, stained, corroded 

Antonyms: Polished, gleaming, bright 

 

8. Rubble 

Synonyms: Debris, ruins, wreckage 

Antonyms: Structure, foundation, construction 
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9. Usher 

Synonyms: Guide, escort, direct 

Antonyms: Disregard, ignore, leave, abandon 

 

10. Complicit 

Synonyms: Involved, colluding, accomplice 

Antonyms: Innocent, neutreal, detached 
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