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EDITORIAL 01 

Guilty on search: On the antitrust case verdict 

against Google 

The antitrust case verdict against Google will have wide 

implications 

 

Almost a quarter-century after an antitrust ruling against Microsoft 

reshaped the business landscape of tech industry, a landmark 

judgment by the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 

against Google over its anti-competitive practices could now lead to 

a new precedent on how Big Tech firms conduct their business 

affairs. The roughly three-year-long legal process — which began 

with the discovery procedure in January 2021 after the court 

consolidated two lawsuits, United States vs Google and Colorado vs 

Google, that led to a nine-week bench trial in September 2023 — 

concluded on August 5. U.S. District Judge for the District of 

Columbia, Amit P. Mehta, wrote that “Google is a monopolist” and 

that it has violated Section 2 of the Sherman Antitrust Act by stifling 

competition to protect its monopoly position. The search giant was 

accused of using its dominant position in the online search market 
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by cutting exclusive deals with smartphone makers such as Apple 

and Samsung so that they can pre-load Google search on their 

handsets as a default search engine. 

 

While Google plans to appeal the ruling, the U.S. Department of 

Justice has not yet indicated what remedy it will ask for. Both parties 

have been called to discuss and find a remedy ahead of their meeting 

with Judge Mehta on September 6. The remedy could range 

anywhere from breaking up Google to eliminating exclusive 

agreements between the search giant and handset makers. The 

former will fundamentally change the structure and nature of digital 

businesses as Google is linked to a range of digital services. The 

latter, on the other hand, could immediately wipe out a revenue 

stream for handset makers; particularly Apple could end up losing 

billions of dollars if Google is ordered to terminate its exclusive deal 

with the iPhone maker. This hefty annual payment disincentivises 

firms such as Apple and Samsung from building their own rival 

search engines. Separately, terminating such deals can help 

consumers find alternative search engines as opposed to getting one 

pre-loaded in their smartphones. The effectiveness of these 

alternative search engines can only be assessed over time, as scale 

and the amount of data that goes into them will play a key role in 
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optimising them for richer user experiences. Lastly, these changes 

could make Google build a better product that is focused on user 

privacy. Regardless of the directions the remedies take, this ruling 

will have a huge impact on a series of antitrust cases that are 

underway against Big Tech firms such as Meta, Amazon, and Apple 

for their monopolistic business practices. 

SUMMARY 

The US District Court for the District of Columbia has ruled against 

Google over its anti-competitive practices, a landmark ruling that 

could set a new precedent on how Big Tech firms conduct their 

business affairs. The ruling, which began in January 2021 and 

concluded on August 5, accused Google of violating Section 2 of 

the Sherman Antitrust Act by stifling competition to protect its 

monopoly position. The ruling could range from breaking up 

Google to eliminating exclusive agreements between the search 

giant and handset makers, which could fundamentally change the 

structure and nature of digital businesses. Terminating such deals 

could also help consumers find alternative search engines, focusing 

on user privacy. This ruling will have a significant impact on a series 

of antitrust cases against Big Tech firms like Meta, Amazon, and 

Apple. 
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Vocabulary 

1. Precedent 

Synonyms:  Example, model, pattern, standard 

Antonyms:  Anomaly, deviation, uniqueness,novelty 

 

2. Discovery 

Meaning: It refers to the act of finding or learning somethingnew, 

previously unknown, or hidden. It can also refer to the thing or 

information that is found or learned.  

 

3.  Consolidated 

Synonyms:  United, combined, merged 

Antonyms: Fragmented, divided, separated 

 

 

4.  Stifling 

Synonyms: Suffocating, oppressive, crushing 

Antonyms: Liberating, freeing, spacious 
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5. Remedy 

Meaning: It refers to a solution, cure, or treatment for a problem, 

disease or injury. 

 

6. Hefty 

Synonyms: Heavy, substantial, massive 

Antonyms: Light, small, petite 

 

7. Terminating  

Synonyms: Stopping, closing, ceasing 

Antonyms: Beginning, initiating, continuing 

 

8. Assessed  

Synonyms: Evaluated, appraised, measured 

Antonyms: Ignored, overlooked, disregarded 

 

9. Optimizing  

Synonyms: Enhancing, improving, boosting 

Antonyms: Declining, decreasing, reducing 
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EDITORIAL 02 

Up but out: On Vinesh Phogat’s Olympic campaign 

Vinesh Phogat went to extraordinary lengths to win a medal 

 

It proved to be a tale of so near and yet so far for Vinesh Phogat on 

a sombre Wednesday in Paris. The 29-year-old wrestler with roots 

in Haryana was in red-hot form and seemingly the force was with 

her in the women’s 50kg segment. However, hours before the 

summit clash against Sarah Ann Hildebrandt of the United States, 

Vinesh’s Olympic dreams of winning a gold fizzled out. In the 

acutely razor-sharp lines that distinguish weight categories 

especially in combat sport, India’s ace wrestler was found to be 100 

grams above the stipulated 50kg at the 7.15 a.m. mandatory weigh-

in before the final bout. This was heartbreak of the extreme kind 

for the athlete and the funereal effect rippled through an expectant 

nation hoping for a gold or at least a silver. Having weighed 

49.90kg on Tuesday morning, Vinesh acquired a massive halo 

through the day, toppling defending champion Yui Susaki of Japan 

and eventually getting past Cuba’s Yusneylis Guzman Lopez in the 

semifinal. At the mixed media zone, Vinesh waved to the scribes 

but refrained from having a chat. The alarm bells, though, were 
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ringing loud and clear within the Indian contingent as Vinesh and 

her support staff were conscious about her latest weight being 

52.7kg. 

 

The ensuing night was all about pursuing a crash course in losing 

extra kilos. Extreme measures such as starvation, water being 

ignored, frenetic exercises and induced nausea were all attempted. 

Even insomnia occurred and still the weighing machine did not 

budge on Wednesday morning. With an original body weight of 

around 55kg, it was extraordinary that Vinesh even attempted to 

compete in the 50kg bout after finding her regular 53kg category 

spot resting with the emerging Antim Panghal. The United World 

Wrestling, the sport’s governing body, is clear about the rules 

pertaining to body weight: if an athlete fails the weigh-in, he or she 

will be eliminated from the competition and ranked last. In the 

larger scheme, Vinesh’s charge towards the victor’s podium, even if 

it culminated in despair, was seen as a metaphor for a larger battle 

that she and other wrestlers waged against the former Wrestling 

Federation of India chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh. The allegations 

of sexual harassment centred around Brij Bhushan cleaved India’s 

sporting heart; but an administrative system leaning on patriarchy, 

rebuffed the wrestlers before attempting a belated clean-up. Seen 
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through that prism, the overwhelming angst over Vinesh’s exit is 

understandable. Rules are sacrosanct, and Vinesh found herself at 

the wrong end and her retirement announcement has left Indian 

sport poorer, while she still awaits the verdict of the authorities 

over her appeal for a joint silver medal consideration. 

 

SUMMARY 

Vinesh Phogat, a 29-year-old Indian wrestler, was in a strong form 

in the women's 50kg category at the Olympics. However, her 

Olympic dreams of winning a gold fizzled when she was found to 

be 100 grams above the stipulated 50kg weight at the mandatory 

weigh-in. Despite this, Phogat continued to compete, toppling 

defending champion Yui Susaki and eventually beating Cuba's 

Yusneylis Guzman Lopez in the semifinal. The Indian contingent 

faced alarm bells as she and her support staff tried to lose extra 

kilos through extreme measures such as starvation, water, frenetic 

exercises, and induced nausea. Vinesh's retirement announcement 

has left Indian sport poorer, and she still awaits the verdict of the 

authorities over her appeal for a joint silver medal consideration. 
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Vocabulary 

1.  Sombre 

Synonyms: Gloomy, grave, mournful 

Antonyms: Optimistic, hopeful, radiant 

 

2.  Fizzled 

Synonyms: Failed, flopped, tanked, sputtered 

Antonyms: Thrived, flourished, boomed 

 

3.  Stipulated 

Synonyms: Outlined, contracted, determined 

Antonyms: Undefined, flexible, vague 

 

4.  Rippled 

Synonyms: Waved, undulated, oscillated 

Antonyms: Still, calm, smooth 
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5. Toppling 

Synonyms: Collapsing, tumbling, plummeting 

Antonyms: Upright, steady, stable 

 

6. Scribes 

Meaning: A scribe is a person who writes or records information, 

often in a formal or official capacity. 

 

7. Refrained 

Synonyms: Abstain, avoided, restrain 

Antonyms: Indulge, engage, pursue 

 

8. Starvation 

Meaning: Starvation refers to the state of being without food or 

nutrients for an extended period, leading to physical and mental 

deterioration   

 

9. Frenetic 

Synonyms: Frantic, manic, wild, turbulent 

Antonyms: Calm, peaceful, serene, tranquil 
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10. Culminated 

Synonyms: Peaked, crested, climax 

Antonyms: Began, commenced, started, embarked 

 

 

11. Metaphor 

Meaning:  It is a figure of speech that compares two unlike things 

without using “like” or “as”. It is a way of describing an object, 

concept or idea by directly linking it to another object, concept, or 

idea, suggesting that they share a common characteristic or quality. 

 

 

12. Waged 

Synonyms: Fought, conducted, pursued 

Antonyms: Avoided, evaded, dodged 

 

13. Cleaved 

Synonyms: Split, divided, ruptured 

Antonyms: United, merged, combined 
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14. Leaning 

Synonyms: Tilting, slanting, bent, sloping 

Antonyms: Staright, vertical, balanced, plumb 

 

 

15. Patriarchy 

Meaning: It refers to a social system, institution, or culture in which 

men hold dominant power, authority, and control over women, 

children, and other marginalized groups.  

 

 

16. Rebuff 

Synonyms: Reject, refuse, spurn, snub  

Antonyms: Welcome, embrace, encourage 

 

 

17. Sacrosanct 

Synonyms: Sacred, holy, inviable  

Antonyms: Profane, secular, mundane, common 

 

https://examgenius.in/
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://youtube.com/@EDIFYwithVijju?si=JpD3hBZ52A-2eKUc
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==


  ENGLISH EDITORIAL FOR ALL GOVT. EXAMS 

 

VISIT US::  https://examgenius.in/ 

 

18. Combat sport 

Meaning: A combat sport is a competitive sport that involves 

fighting or physical combat between two or more individuals, with 

the objective of defeating the opponent using physical strength, 

technique, and strategy. 
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