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The Hindu 
6/06/2024 

 

Dangerous precedent: On the U.S. President and 

majority ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court   

Shielding Presidents from answering for crimes subverts 

rule of law 
 

 

The majority ruling by the United States Supreme Court that the President has 

either absolute or presumptive immunity from criminal prosecution raises 

disconcerting questions about the supremacy of the rule of law in the country. 

In a ruling based mainly on the doctrine of separation of powers and the need to 

insulate the Presidency from the fear of future prosecutions, and not the text of 

the U.S. Constitution, the court, dominated by conservative justices, by 6:3 

majority has ruled in favour of presidential immunity. The verdict does not 

decide whether former President Donald J. Trump will enjoy immunity from 

prosecution for allegedly trying to interfere with or alter the outcome of the 

November 2020 presidential elections that he lost to Joe Biden. Instead, it lays 

down a threshold test for any intended prosecution of a President to see 

whether the act complained of involved the exercise of a core constitutional 

duty, or was an official or unofficial act. In respect of a President’s core 

constitutional duties, the immunity is absolute; for other official acts, he enjoys 

presumptive immunity, that is, he is presumed to be immune unless rebutted by 

facts; and for unofficial or private acts, there is no immunity at all. For official 

acts, any prosecution is permissible only if it does not intrude into the power 

and authority of the executive. 
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The majority has remanded issues that arise in the prosecution of Mr. Trump for 

his attempts to influence the electoral outcome, culminating in the January 6, 

2021 attack on the Capitol, to the trial court for analysis based on this ruling. 

The dissenting views speak with moral clarity when they question the claim that 

only immunity from criminal prosecution can enable a President to function in 

an unhesitating and bold manner. While it is valid to argue that the President 

should be free from intrusive probes and fear of trivial prosecution, it is 

inconceivable that such a powerful office should come with little accountability 

and the freedom to violate criminal law. Critics of the verdict see great peril for 

democracy in its implications. As the dissent asks, can a President take a bribe in 

lieu of a pardon, or authorise a rival’s assassination? The majority wants to 

protect the Presidency from any intrusion in the name of criminal prosecution, 

but what it fails to see is that Mr. Trump’s actions may have been destructive of 

his successor’s Presidency. While there is a passing mention of the possibility 

that he may have been acting in his capacity as a candidate or a party leader in 

some instances, it is astonishing that the verdict allows the use of the 

presidency as a shield even in matters that solely concern the election process.
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Vocabulary 
 

1. Presumptive 

 

Synonyms: probable, likely, assumed, supposed 

Antonyms: improbable, unlikely, doubtful, certain 

 

 

 

2. Prosecution 

 

Synonyms: litigation, legal action 

Antonyms: defence, exoneration 

 

 

 

3. Insulate 

 

Synonyms: isolate, protect, shield 

Antonyms: expose, integrate, connect 

 

 

 

4. Rebutted 

 

Synonyms: Refuted, disproved, contradicted 

Antonyms: Confirmed, validated, supported 
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5. Culminating 

 

Synonyms: Concluding, climaxing 

Antonyms: Beginning, commencing 

 

 

 

6. Probe 

 

Synonyms: Investigate, examine, explore, scrutinize 

Antonyms: Ignore, neglect, overlook, disregard 

 

 

 

7. Peril 

 

Synonyms: Danger, risk, hazard, jeopardy 

Antonyms: Safety, security, protection, certainty 

 

 

 

8. Dissent 

 

Synonyms: disagreement, objection, and opposition 

Antonyms: agreement, acceptance, and approval 

 

 

https://examgenius.in/
https://www.youtube.com/@Exam_Genius
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560280013843
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaGNmOcDTkK0bvwv7d2m
https://www.instagram.com/exam_genius?igsh=MWh5d2Zod2k0NDJqMA==
https://t.me/Exam_Genius_Official
https://www.facebook.com/Exam.Genius.0
https://www.youtube.com/@Exam_Genius


Follow Us :   Official Site    Youtube       WhatsApp      Telegram       Insta       FB 

  

 

 

9. Intrusion 

 

Synonyms: invasion, encroachment, trespass 

Antonyms: withdrawal, retreat, departure 

 

 

 

10. Astonishing 

 

Synonyms: Amazing, astounding, surprising, breathtaking 

Antonyms: Ordinary, expected, unimpressive, mundane 
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