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The Hindu 
29/06/2024 

 

Unwarranted arrest: On the case of Arvind 

Kejriwal 

 

Timing of Kejriwal’s arrest hints at bad faith, eagerness to 

deny him freedom 

 

The arrest of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal by the CBI in the Delhi excise 

policy corruption case is unwarranted and appears tainted by bad faith. It was 

effected just before the Supreme Court of India was due to hear an appeal 

against a Delhi High Court order that had stayed the bail granted to him by a 

lower court in a money-laundering case related to the same allegation. The High 

Court had stalled his release on a plea by the Enforcement Directorate, but 

reserved its detailed order. The Supreme Court had deferred its hearing to June 

26 to await the outcome. However, the High Court, by a detailed order, 

formalised the stay on the grant of bail. On June 26 morning, the CBI effected his 

formal arrest and sought his custody for interrogation in a CBI court. It is quite 

strange that it decided on this particular day and circumstance to formally arrest 

someone who has been in custody since March 21, save for a brief interlude 

during which he was granted interim bail. It is difficult to escape the conclusion 

that the sole purpose was to deny him the possibility of freedom, if the Court 

had restored the bail order. 
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The allegation that Mr. Kejriwal was a beneficiary as well as a prime mover 

behind the controversial excise policy that allegedly procured windfall profits for 

favoured liquor manufacturers is quite serious. However, the investigation has 

been going on for nearly two years, and suspects have been arrested from time 

to time. The evidence largely consists of statements made by accused persons 

who were subsequently granted pardon and made approvers. In these 

circumstances, the vacation judge who granted bail in the money-laundering 

case came to a reasonable conclusion that someone cannot be indefinitely 

incarcerated in the hope that a money trail and direct evidence would soon 

emerge to justify the action. Unfortunately, the High Court concluded that this 

verdict was arrived at without considering the entire material available and 

without affording sufficient opportunity to the prosecution. The picture of an 

accused having to go from the lowest to the highest court for bail and facing 

favourable and adverse orders alternately reflects poorly on a system that has 

been weaponised by the current regime to target political opponents. A truly 

impartial agency should not rush to arrest anyone, leave alone those holding 

high political office, but instead approach the trial court with a strong and well-

documented case, and leave it to the courts to decide on the guilt or innocence 

of the accused. Mr. Kejriwal, on his part, should have resigned immediately on 

arrest to avoid the perception he could influence witnesses or tamper with the 

evidence.  
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Vocabulary 

 

1. Eagerness 
Synonyms: enthusiasm, keenness, excitement, zeal 

Antonyms: indifference, apathy, reluctance, disinterest 

 

 

2. Tainted 
Synonyms: contaminated, corrupted, spoiled, polluted 

Antonyms: pure, clean, untainted, pristine 

 

 

 

3. Money-Laundering 

Meaning: the concealment of the origins of illegally obtained 

money, typically by means of transfers involving foreign banks or 

legitimate businesses 

 

 

 

4. Stalled 
Synonyms: halted, stopped, delayed, obstructed, hindered 

Antonyms: advanced, progressed, moved, continued, expedited 

 

 

 

5. Deferred 
Synonyms: postponed, delayed, put off 

Antonyms: advanced, expedited, hastened 
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6. Interlude 
Synonyms: interval, break, pause, intermission. 

Antonyms: continuation, resumption, persistence, perpetuation 

 

 

 

 

7. Windfall 
Synonyms: bonanza, jackpot, boon, blessing 

Antonyms: loss, misfortune, deficit 

 

 

 

8. Incarcerated 
Synonyms: imprisoned, confined, jailed 

Antonyms: free, liberated 

 

 

 

9. Trail 
Synonyms: path, track, route, course 

Antonyms: lead, guide 

 

 

 

10. Prosecution 
Synonyms: charge, indictment, legal action 

Antonyms: defence 
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11. Weaponised 
Synonyms: militarized, armed 

Antonyms: disarmed, peaceful 

 

 

 

12. Regime  
Synonyms: government, administration, authority  

Antonyms: disorder, chaos 

 

 

 

13. Tamper 
Synonyms: meddle, interfere 

Antonyms: leave alone, respect 
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